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TrurH is indeed stranger than fiction, The accounts 
of misrule in Native States which occasionnlly alarm the 
political conscience of the country are often apt to be 
looked upon as overdrawn or prompted by the morbid 
enthusiasm of the advocates of English rule, Itis diffeult 
to believe that, on the frontiers of this great and enlight- 
ened Prosidency, there exists at the presenL moment a 
first-class Native State, the misgovernment of which 
affords telling corroboration of all what the worst enemies 
of native rule have ever siuted. This scandal becomes all 
the more odious wHen it is borne in mind that the 
mischief has been incubated by a British servant specially 
deputed to ameliorate the miserable lot of the cultivator, 
and—generally, by gradual stages ‘of reform, to assimilate 
the adininisization of the State to the splendid British 
exemplar, The unfortunale ryot has only exchanged one 
form of tyranny for smother, The Vazir has reduced the 
administration of the Stole to an elabéfate system of 
arbitrary government, compared with which the previous 
rdginic might be adequately described as a blessing. The 
object of this appeal is to lift the curtain of this crying 
condition of affairs, But, before entering into the subject, 
it is necessary to introduce the State briefly to the reader, 

Khaivpur State is situated in Uppor Sind, It is 
bounded on the east by the Jodhpav and Jessrlmere 
territories, and on the north, west and south by the 
British torvitgry. Politically, it ranks os a protected 
Native State with first-class jurisdiction, [4 is ruled by 
a Balooch dynasty of the Tulpur can. ‘The founder of 
this State was Mir Sohrab Khan, Talpnr, By far the 
most conspicuous of its rulers was Mir Sir Ali Murad 
Khan, G.O.LE., who playcd an important part in history 
for more than half a cantury. This masterful Prince ren- 
dored signal and Joyal services to the British Government, 
notably, in the conquest of Sind and the campaigns com- 
manded by General Sir Chaves Napier ngainst the Frontier 
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tribes. During the troublous days of the Indian Mutiny, 
he happened to be in England. On the news of its out- 
break reaching him he promptly sent instructions to his 
eldest son, Mir Shah Nawaz Khan, to render every assis- 
tandée to the Paramount Power, [It was the opportune 
action of this Prince which saved the Shikarpur Treasury 
and Jail when threatened by the rebels. These distin- 
guished services were appropriately appreciated by the 
British Government, 


Mir Ali Murad Khan ruled from 1842 to 1894. It 
is painful to record that in his latter days the strong hand 
that held the reins of government was relaxed, He clied 
on the 2nd April, 1894, On his demise, the British 
Government was graciously pleased to recognize the supe- 
rior claims of the present ruler, His Tlighness Mir bir 
Faiz Mahomed Khan, G.C.LE., to the gadi in preference 
to those of other aspirants. He was duly installed on the 
8th April, 1894. The Paramount Power which had gene- 
rously abstained from interference by reason of the splen- 
did services and advanced age of Mir Ali Murad Khan, 
actuated by a desire to promote good government in the 
State, offered to assist the new ruler by placing at his 
disposal the services of an officer from the British Servico. 
This suggestion was welcomed by His Ilighness, who 
accepted Khan Bahadur Kadirdad Khan, C.1.1,, Deputy 
Collector of Naushahro Sub-division, as his Vazir. This 
loan and the advice of the Suzerain Power were regarded 
by the ruler and his people as tokens of the fntherly 
solicitude of the British Government for the welfare of 
the State. His Highness recognised the necessity of the 
speedy introduction of an administration on the principles 
of British Government, and as Mr, Kadirdad “ asked for 
a free hand” to accomplish this liberal scheme, His High- 
ness invested him with complete revenue, judicial, and 
executive powers, * 


Unfortunately, however, the hopes reposed in him 


putts Breneh of have been disastrously falsified, This great trust of power 


has been grossly abused. By the violation of that t'ust, 
the Vazir has proved treacherous both to the British 
Government and His Highness. The misplaced confidence 
of His Highness has been the fruitful cause of much 
embitterment to the ruler and of untold suffering and 
wretchedness to his subjects, 
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The Vazir being « British Officer, an appeal to lis 
Highness is out of the question, the more so because, by 
intimidation and clever intrigue, he has succeeded in 
obtaining an overmastering influence over him, The 
power exerted by him over Ilis Highness has demoratised 
the subjects, who, overnwed with a false sense of his un- 
limited authority, industriously enhanced by his personal 
menaces and those of his sceret emissaries, have been 
deterred from preferring their grievances cither to His 
Highness or to the British Government, 

Moreover, the State of Khairpur labours under special 
disabilities, The condition of the people is deplorably 
backward. The population is illiterate, barring a handfal 
in the small village of Bhurguree, who are educated and 
employed in British territory. An independent and well 
informed public opinion does not exist. Thore is no press 
to flagellate acts of oppression ; no institutions to ventilate 
public grievances. Misgovernment, accordingly, escapes 
the censure it deserves, The courts of justice exhibit o 
lamentable lack of efficiency, The judiciary and the 
magistracy are not manned with qualified and experienced 
persons, Officials are borrowed at random from any 
department of the State and invested with high judicial 

owers without their possessing even an apologetic know- 
edge of law. The Vazir himself, beyond the acquaint 
ance with the Criminal Procedure required of a Day 
Collector in Sind, has received no training in jarispru- 
dence ; and yet, he is the highest judicial officer in the 
State. This deplorable condition of public justice is aygra- 
vated by the proscription of the legal profession -from the 
State Courts, the introduction of which was earnestly 
prayed for by the Siate Punchayats. Law and procedure 
have not yet emerged from their pristine state of Oriental 
deviousness and want of system—in fact Law and Justice 
exist only in name, 


The Revenue service is likewise conspicuous for 
unsoundness and incompetence, The prime necessity of the 
preparation of an aaa budget is neglected, The State 
funds, in the absence of a proper check, are impulsively 
spent, of which the Vazir’s amateur canal projects alford a 
painful illustration, The most scrious misfortune is the 
despotic usurpation of power by the Vazir himselt, 
against whose actions there is virtually no appeal. The 
timid reluctance of Lis Highness to interfere with the 
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Vaziy has reacted upon his subjects. The vague dread of 


ane arene of the people of his power has demoralised them from com- 


the Vazir. 


plaining of his misrule, ‘The reluctance of the ruler 
proceeds from a loyal fear, artfully inculeated by the Vazir, 
that "a disagreement with him will be considered disre- 
spectful to itself by the Paramount Power. The demoralis- 
ation of the people is enhanced by their ignorance and 
by the want of men’ of light and leading and of public 
spirit, This situation is further embarrassed by a system 
of tale-bearing and espionage,—maintained by the Vazir 
at State cost,—the incessant transfers, tho summary dis- 
missals, and the compulsory resignations of the State 
servants, 

Such in brief is the environment of the State, from 
which it will not be difficult to estimate the danger and 
mischief which must ensue, if an ambitious man, like the 
Vazir, unscrupulous of his means or ends, absorbs all 


‘power and exercises it in a despotic manner. The melan- 


choly burden of the following pages will be an exposure 
of the many injustices and wrongs committed by him, 
This work is composed in the confident expectation that 
the long-suffering of the Khairpur ryot will find commis« 
seration and redress at the hands of the British Authorities, 


An appeal toand that it will move the noble hearts of Thoir Excel. 
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lencies, deservedly idolised ss the protectors of the Indian 
easant, to interpose their high authority to alleviate the 
ot of his unhappy brother in this benighted State by put 
ting an end to the Vazir's “reign of terror.” 


5 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE, 


Ostensibly the State service is organised on the same 
lines as the British. 

Tts chief departments are the following :—Revenne, 
Judicial, Educational, Medical, Police, Public Works, Irvi- 
gation, Forest, and lastly Military, This commendable Departments, 
division exists only in semblance. It shows to advantage 
in the preparation of the annual administration reports. 

But, as a matter of fact, the work of the different officials 

go much overlaps that the whole arrangement is more of 

a travesty than a fact. The administration of the State, 

to its ruin, is carried on by the Vazir alone. To flatter his 4 rravesty, 
pride, he has, in imitation of the Govornments of the 
Presidencies, employed under him the so-called Secretaries, 

under the vain hallucination, which he publicly avows, 
namely that his office corresponds to that of the Vicoroy. 

Their position is no better than that of moonshis or clerka, 

the Vazir being too jealous to delegate the slightest 
authority to others, The mischief of this centralised power 

is obvious. Such an undertaking would be impossible, 

even in the case of an officer endowed with the highast 

ability and furnished with vast knowledge and multiferious yy ottoin! 
experience, The omniscient meddlesomeness of the Vazir absolutism, 
has produced a serics of calamitous orrors and has 
frustrated the benevolent purpose of the British Gov- 
ernment to confer the benefits of an enlightened adminis- 

tration upon the State, The Vazir has been repeatedly, 

and sometimes rudely, awakened to the fatal consequences 

of this policy, but his self-opinionatedness and love of 
exclusive control are supreme, ‘The advico of even British 

officers is either neglected or, after a sycophantic promise 

to follow it, quictly ignored. Messrs. Chandanani 

and Atkinson warned him against his ruinous canal tis oonccit, 
projects. They impressed upon him the necessity of 

costly and scientific works being executed with the advice 

of an experienced engineer. Dr. Thomson, who came on 

official deputation, pointcd out to him the defects in the 
technical school at Khairpur, The Vazir, with glib com- 
placency, promised all three that he would carry out their 
suggestions and adviec, ‘These promises have never been 
redeemed, with the expensive and disastrous consequences 
recorded elsowhere, Such is his infatuation of his own 
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abilities, that he seldom consults the heads of the various 
departments even when possessed of special knowledge. 
Appointments are improvised at the sweet will of the 
Vazir to favour a relation or a protegé, or abolished to get 
rid of n inconvenient official and then immediately remade 
to provide for a favourite, The special fitness of applicants 
for a post is not considered, the chief criterion of merit 
being their obsequious dedication to the Vazir. They 
are chosen at haphazard without regard to their qualifica- 
tions, antecedents, or previous experience. Appointments 
in the State are not graded. There is no graduated scale 
of salaries, and promotions are not regulated either by 
seniority or merit Officials are bandied about from de- 
partment to department with the result that hardly any 
one can lay claim to continuity of service in the branch he 
joins. The Vazir vaunts to the British Authorities that 
he has introduced the Civil Service Regulations in the 
State, but the illustrations given below will show that their 
introduction is a phantom, pure and simple. The designa- 
tions of officers are altered capriciously to suit a passing 
whim or some ulterior object. The head of the &duca- 
tional Department, the head of the so-called Technical 
School, the head of the Engineering Department (and 
others) can attest to the short-lived pleasure of their 
ephemeral distinctions and chameleon changes. : 


Officers are drawn from their legitimate duties and 
put on work entirely strange to them, or worse, deputed to 
escort his sons on their pleasure or other tours at State 
cost, if they are fortunate enough to escape the indignity 
of dry-nursing them, ‘The regulation number of working 
hours is eight, but there are few who can call their leisure 
their own. Even the sanctity of the weekly or other 


“tam now «holiday is not respected. Officers and moonshis aro sum-~ 


Vazit." 


moned at any hour of day or night on trifling pretexts or 
to read newspapers to him. “I was a petty moonshi once 
and want them to know that Iam now a Vazir.” This is 
the portentous remark with which the unhappy moonshi 
is sent Lor, 

A gross want of system prevails in the entire service. 
Whether this proceeds from design or lack of ability, the 
loss to the State is very serious, 


7 
THE VAZIR’S NEPOTISM. 





The liberal provision for the Vazir’s relations in the State 
exhibits a flagrant instance of the plenary power exercised 
by him and his abuse of trust. This nepotism is a porfuet 
scandal, ‘Their ignorance and incompetence would dis- 
qualify them even for petty employment in British service. 
The following are Instances : - - 

Kuan Matromun—his wife’s nephew, is a resident of 
Aurangabad (Shikarpur District). He was originally em- 
loyed in the Vazir’s office whence he was_ transferred on 
beter prospects ag Judicial moonshi to the Mukhtiarkar of 
Gambat’s office. Here he took bribes and beat a boy to 
death. An apologetic enquiry was made and the matter 
hushed up. He was next transferred to Nava in a similar 
capacity. Here also, he took bribes and miscouducted 
himself in office. Fruitless complaints were made, their 
only upshot being the transfer of this corrupt moonshi to 
the Accountant's office, Here, he was up to his old game 
again and the Accountant made a verbal roport against 
him, in consequence of which the Vazir artfully removed 
him on the same pay from the Judicial to the Account 
Branch in the same office, A single allegation of mm 
kind, whether proved or not, would be seized by the Vasir 
to dismiss any other official in his bad books, The homi- 
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cide of the boy is still unavenged—this is an example of Hee 


justice under the self-belanded rule of the Vazir, 


Gun Bua is the son of the Vazir’s wife's sister. IIe 
‘was a discharged Forest Guard in the British Territory. 
The Vazir provided for him a billet in the State, making 
him a Subedhar of Police, This man is quite illiterate, 
ignorant of law and his daty. The Superintendent of 
Police dare not complain against him, heeause of his close 
relationship to the Vauir’s wile, [eo is the terror of his 
Taluka, Last year, before his transfer from Veho to 
Baboorlo, he, one night, along with an orderly named 
Mirza, trespassed forcibly into Ute house of Chaker Khan, 
a respectable Zomindar ol Chang, the head-quarters of the 
Veho Taluka. The old Zemindar at first resisted and thon 
appealingly placed his turban at his feet, ontreating that his 
family honour may be spared the irretrievable pollution 
intended by this inexorable guardian of the law—but 
he was deaf to the supplications of the aged Zemindar, He 
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would come to no terms. He drove the Zemindar out of the 
house, put, his orderly at the door, and brutally fulfilled his 
foul object, 


The wrongs and injusticos—all the crimes of the 
former régime pale into insignificance before this horrible 
piece of iniquity, Not a hair of his head was touched— 
will the Vazir answer why ? 

Most of the houses in the Veho Taluka and the 
Baboorlo Thana have grievances against him, but they dare 
not complain, When honest and hardworking servants 
ave dismissed from service, without rhyme or reason, this 
infamous official, against. whose oppressions and outrages 
the violated households of the Talukas are vainly crying 
for justice, is basking in the full sunshine of the Vazir's 
favour, 

Axspur Karim is the Vazir's sister’s son, Ie is » 
resident of Shikarpur. He was brought into the State ag 
a Moonshi in the Vazir's office from where he was trans- 
ferred to the Military Department as a Havildar without 
serving in the lower grades. He is now promoted Jama- 
day. His only warlike function is to attend, by day andi 
night, on the Vazir's son and even to accompany him ow 
his trips to Sukkur, Shikerpur, Hyderabad, &e, This 
trust, he has been regularly executing since ho was appoints 
ed Moonshi, 

Goo Hasan Kuan is the Vazir’s deceased wife's 
sister’s son, He was originally employed in the [orest 
Departmentas a Forester, after which he was made [iduca- 
tional Inspector ahd is now the Chief Officer in tho Forest 
Department, He rendered questionable service to the 
Vazir in connection with Mir Gulam {lussain Khan’s case, 

Taz Manomen Knan.—Vazir's deceased wife's bro- 
ther's son was employed as a Forester and was then 
transferred to the Police Department as Jamadar and then 
promoted Subedhar. 

Manoxrep Bacnar.—A Forest fuel Moonshi, is the 
elder brother of the above. 

_, Satex Manomzp—Full brother of the Vazir's deceased 
wife, was a Munshi in the Educational Inspector's office, , 

Enant Bux--His wife's sister’s son-in-law is 4 
slender youth with a delicate constitution. He was at 
once appointed Naib Fouzdar of the capital. 
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Kamatuppin is the Vazir’s present wife's sister's 
daughter’s husband’s brother. A sinecure worth Rs. 50 
per month has been conferred upon him as a reward for a 
certain domestic service. 

Aur Kuan his presont wile’s brother wat piven 
“ katcha ’* Jand of Keti Pandi on the eve of its transfer to 
the British Government in August, 1900. By this clever 
stratagem, thanks to the generous foresight of the Vazir 
he is now a Zemindar in the British Territory. The 
appeals for redress of the dispossessed Veniinians are 
meanwhile unheeded. 

Tus Vazir’s Son, Guram Dasrraam ranks as a And yot an 

‘ ’ ‘ . a other, 
pringely Zamindar with 2,500 acres of land in the State. 
The desperate jobbery connected with this sharp piece of 
business is exposed in another place. 

The relations of Gulbahar are in the Technical School, 
in the enjoyment of small stipends cuphamistically named 
State scholarships, which are theoretically intended for the 
State ryots, 
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THE VAZIR'S FAVOURITES. 


The Vazir's patronage of favourites is of a picce with 
his flagrant nepotism. ‘This scandalous patronage has 
caused much righteous indignation, but complaints against 
their high-handed misuse of authority are futile, so long 
ag they command the powerful patronage of the Vuzir. 
The promiscuous employment in positions of trust of 
these worthless favourites has demornlised the State ser- 
vice which he was specially charged to purify. They have 
been designedly introduced into the State service to con- 
solidate his power the more securely by employing them 
as his tools and spies, The careers of Khanchand, Kathan- 
sing, Chechro, and Sirdar Ali, are unmatched in all the 
misgovernment of the previous régime. 

Kuancuann—The first of his favourites is a Hindoo 
named Khanchand, It is difficult to describe his charactor 
in terms sufficiently odious. The filthiness of his language 
is on a par with his low and vicious habits. He takes 
bribes openly and defiantly even with the connivance of 
the Vazir himself, He was originally serving as a petty 
Moonshi on Rs, 17 under My. Kadirdad Khan, when in 
charge of the Naushahro sub-division, On his appoint. 
ment as Vazir, he brought him into the State as ITead 
Moonshi with full powers, Notwithstending complaints of 
bribery against him, he was made Mukhtiarkar of Khairpur 
on Rs, 100 and en allowance, There being a general 
ontery against him for corruption and heavy drinking, he 
was transferred to Nara. Accusations of corruption wore 
soon rife against him. The Vazir bowing to the storm of 
complaints but without maiing any enquiry into them, 
quietly appointed him Jfuisadi (Accountant-General, sicut 
Vazir) on Rs, 125, This appointment was a promotion 
and included the duties of City Magistrate. The post, 
moyeover, carried with it the Presidency of the local 
Municipality and Khanchand had ample opportunities to 
fleece the public. His intolerable zoolum compelled 
no Jess a body than the Punchayat itself 10 complain to 
the Vazir, who, to allay public discontent, extemporised a 
new appointment—the Revenue Secretaryship. Hore 
Khanchand was given « salary of Rs. 100 per mensem 

lus Re, 2 per diem as allowance, and his status was there- 
y raised, His Magisterial and Civil powers were pre- 
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served to him. By this manauvre, the Vazir benefited 
his favourite, exactly by Rs. 35a month, without inter- 
fering with his illicit blackmail as Magistrate and Civil 
Judge—in fact his facilities were inerensed and his tows 
as Revenue Secretary proved to him a veritable nen 
sesame of unlawful gain. Meanwhile, his exactions had 
become unbearable and the Vaxir, as a temporary make- 
shift, sent him on compulsory leave of six months, Before 
three months were over, he was recalled by tho Vazir 
suo motu and appointed Superintendent of the Vazir's 
Office, a new appointment specially created for him, ax 
was done before. It was asinecure, The loss sustained 
by him in compulsory leave was richly compensated for by 
contracts of the “Tjara,” etc., being negotiated through 
him. From this post he was again selected for the Mukh- 
tiarkarship of Nara, where numerous complaints were made 
against him. His Highness and the Princes actually 
desired the Vazir to free the State from such a curse, but 
to no purpose. All that the Vazir did was to send for 
Khanchand and beseech him, with folded hands, to desist 
from disgracing him by taking bribes. Shortly after, he 
recalled him from Nara and placed him in his own oltico. 
Atthis juncture, Seth Ramdas of Karachi sent 2 registered 
letter to the Vazir charging Khanchand with taking a large 
bribe from him in connection with Kharo Chaniho (sul- 
are of soda). The Vazir was fixed on the horns of a 

lemma, He sent for his Judicial and Revenue Scoretaries 
and desired them 10 explain to Khanchand that, if he did 
not resign, he would be compelled to prosecute him. 
Khanchand applied for three months’ leave but only one 
month’s was granted to him, on condition that he would 
then quit the service, JIe roturned at tho ond of the 
month and demanded to be reinstated. The Vazir com- 
promised his brazen-faced demand by inducing him to 
leave the State temporarily. The incident was fresh and 
the Vazir was threatened that, if he did not get rid of him, 
his scandalous protection of this man would be brought to 
the notice of the British authorities. 


In the beginning of the year 1901, Khanchand again 
appeared on the scene. The Vazir showered uew favours 
upon him. A new Department (Salt) was called into 
existence and he was placed in, full charge of it. Tis 
tenure of this office is characterized by heartless oxtortions, 
Poor people are compelled under thrents of prosecution 
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under the Salt Act to pay him large amounts. The 
Magistrates have instructions from the Vazir to inflict 
heavy fines on persons proscented by Khanchand and 
Chechro in connection with the illicit production of sali, 
a portion of which is paid to them asa reward. This 
appointment is superfluous, because there is already an 
Abkari Inspector on Rs. 125 with a stat!’ attached doing 
very little work. The Quties of this Department, if any, 
could be entrusted without any inconvenience to the public 
service, to the Forest Officer, Abkari or Police Inspectors. 
This is the disgusting record of this man’s career for 
whose benefit three new appointments were created, but in 
defiance of dismissal and remonstrance, the Vazir con- 
tinues to bestow fresh tokens of his patronage upon him, 
Is this the vaunted provident regard of the Vaxir for th 

Revenues of the State? Is the State lo he the 
hunting ground of such worthless scoundrels, merely 
because they are his favourites and his instruments? 
Or is it that he has some mysterious and_ terrible 
hold over the Vazsir? Can it be that the British 
Government, so justly proud of the integrity and 
rity of its service, will tolerate such a scundal undo 
its very eye and supervision ? 


Kuaransinau.—This favourite hailed from Shikarpur 
the family seat of the Vazir. Finding in him n proper tool, 
the Vazir created 2 new appointment (Naib Vazir) with a 
handsome salary and conferred it upon him. Satisfied with 
his espionage at the Court of His Highness, he got the un- 
suspecting Ruler to recommend him io the British Govern- 
ment for a Rao Bahadurship, The chicf business of 

His chief duty, Khathansingh was to intimidate His Highness by ear 
out to him the danger of contravening the Vazir’s wishes and 
thereby incurring the severe displeasure of Government. 
For this, he was eminently fitted by the possession of 
a wily tongue and a faculty of specious reasoning. He 
was a confirmed opium-eater and his fondness for liquor, 
bhang and dancing girls was notorious. His extensive 
acquaintance with dancing girls was officially recognised 
by the Vazir, who regularly employed his good offices to 

Danoing gil, arrange nautch parties and bale! dancing girls. Tho 
Vazir allowed him the luxury of supporting two mistresses 
at State expense, one, at Kote Deji, and the other, at 
Khairpur. This man was held in great fear by the ryots 
on account of his all-powerful patron, When e brother of 
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one of his misiresses (Ashraf) was married, the ‘Taluka 
Officers were required to supply him with provisions, fuel, 
labour, ete., without payment. 
Khathansingh’s ignorance of Inw was considered no dis: 
nalification for his being appointed a first class Maglatrate, 
The following is an instance of his crass ignorance, 
On being appointed Magistrate, ho wrote toa member of 
the Vazir’s office stating that he had heard of two eminent 
jawyers, named, “ Tienal Cote” and “ Ponnal Cole,” whose 
books were necessary for the decision of criminal enscs, 
He also asked for instructions as to how trials were to be 
conducted and sentences passed, The enigmatical “ Venal 
Cote” and “Pennal Cote ” was a confusion of the Indian 
Penal Code. It is terrible to think what justice pres 
received from a Magistrate of his attainments. lis in. 
fallible judgments and orders were never revised by the 
Vazir, But, if he wasa failuro nga Magistrate, ho was 
beyond question successful as a spy and informer, He 
reported minutely to the Vazir all that took place at Cowt, 
He kept vigilant watch over even the minutest movements 
of His Highness, Khathansingh, in special, rendered 
yeoman service to the Vazir in connection with the Vazir's 
promotions, which he barefacedly asserts were spoutancous- 
ly recommended by His Iighness, The modus aperandi 
was as follows. As Nail Vazir ho was in constant and 
intimate contact with the Ruler, and the astute Vazir 
used to prepare in his own offies Adurasilas and forward 
them 4o Khatansingh with instructions to prosont them 
for THis Highness’ soal secretly and ata time and place 
where the ruler would have no opportamity of obtaining 
the advice of the other Mirs, ‘The document thus sur- 
reptitiously scaled was palmed off onthe British authori- 
ties as voluntarily emanating directly from His Tlighness. 
For these services he was granted State land and otherwise 
rewarded and was the best paid servant in the State next 
to the Vazir (Rs. 400.) 


Fanzanpata—-Gowar Khan, Khatansingh'’s successor, 
refusing to prostitute his sorvices tothe Vazir, was prompt 
ly deprived of his appointment, which was then given 
to Farzandali, the presont incumbent. It is necdless to 
say that he has no qualifications for the post. Io is a 
medical man, and was in charge of the Disponanry at Koto 
Deji, whore His Highnoss aut the mombera of his family 
reside, Inyzandali waa first engaged on Re, 60, Ue 


A Conundrus, 


Sharp practice 
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obtained professionally access to His Highness and his: 


A Sucecasial household, whereby he came in possession of many secreta,. 


Bpy. 


His 


ence and ubiquity 


omnisci- 


which he regularly communicated to the Vazir, For this, 
he was rewarded with the above post and is a grent 
favourite of the Vazir, greatly dreaded by everybody. It 
is the policy of the Vazir to confer this confidential and 
important post on some creature of his own, so that he 
may be au courani of all that passes at the Court. Though 
he is dignified with the title of Naib Vazir, he assists the 
Vazir in no otha way except that of faithfully reporting 
to him His Highness’ doings and movements. When His 
Highness had to address correspondence to high British 
authorities, which for State reasons he wished to ‘keep: 
from the knowledge of the Vazir, this vigilant. sentry - 
furtively obtained and sent copies in advance to the Vazir. 
He is a second-class Magistrate, although he knows. .. 
nothing of law. From Rs, 60 (sixty) he now draws: ' 
Re, 300 (three hundred), and is one of the best paid. 
‘officials in the State. 
Mozamep Hussein Kuay.—The head of the Public 
Works and Engineering Department is one Mahomed 
Hussein Khan, who has received numerous favours . from 
the Vazir. He was a Forest Ranger in British Territory, 
when Mr. Kadirdad introduced hin into the State Service 
in 1894, He was serving under him when he was Deputy 
Collector of Naushahro Sub-Division. The Vazir made — 
him the Chief Forest Officer in the State, After serving ”’ 
therein for three years, he was appointed the head of the . 
Educational Department. It is difficult to divine the. ; 
connection between forestry and the mysteries of educa-’, 
tion. From here he was deputed as a Special Officer ° 
in connection with the kateha land question between the 
British Government and the State. He was then trans: 
ferred to the Treasury Office as Mutsadi (Aecountant- 
General), but he was soon reverted to the Forest Depart- 
ment, and during his tenure of this office, he was deputed 
on special duty ‘in connection with the katcha dispute. 
This factotum was entrusted with the post of the Revenue 
Secretary vacated by the notorious Khanchand, the Vaair's, 
greatest favourite. While holding .this appointment, he; 
unconsciously matured into an Engineer, and was appointed 
to direct the highly scientific operations of canal construc- 
tion under the instructions of the Vazir. But this is not 
all. His judicial faculties could ‘not be allowed to remain 
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dorfiant, and he awoke one morning to find himself’ the 
Judicial Secretary. Tho Inst xung ; of promotion” re- 
mains’-to: be .noted—he is now ‘Public Works and 
Revenue Secretary. It is a fur ory, either in conncetion of 
subject-or the Iricrativencss of the post, from a Forest 
Ranger.to a Public Works and Revenue Secretary. The 
explanation is easy and forthcoming. Has he not heen use- 
fal:to the Vaztii Very. Wis services were. inviluable in 


the alleged poisoning plot agninst his life, The-receptions® 


of Governors and high officials are. regularly organized by 
him, though the Vazir appropriates the credit to himeelf, 
.He-escorts his family and is'always ‘chogen-to naecompany 
his eldest. son’ in. his various tours including his first 
voyage to England, during which, by .a vigorous fietion, 
Mahomed Hussein Khan was supposed to be engrossed. 
‘jn studying the industrics and arts.-of tho world: at the 
Paris Hixhibition. from his. distant vantage gromd, 16 
Upper Addison Gardens, London. 





Bazoo Guram Manomen—Was imported from the 
Punjab and. employed: as a clerk ‘in the Vazir'’s office 
in 1895. He was then promoted Chief Forest Oflicer 
and’ -Eduentional Inspector, respectively, — Latterly, he 
was’ appointed Guardian to the Young Mira. studying 
at “te Aitchison Chiofs’ Collego at Tiahora, “The 
‘object’ ‘of this. colourable appointinent was to give 
wivate tuition to the Vazit’s own on, who was with them, 
‘Por-this he received no. separate seliry.. When Mr. Wilson 
was appointed Tutor to the: Yoting' Mirs, the serviecs ‘of 
Baboo Gtlam Mahomed wore still retained ‘at Lahore ‘ia 
Assintent Tutor at State cos}, because the Vasit's sou was 
preparing for the Intranee Examination and required 
coaching. As soon ad bia son-left the College, Baboo 
-Gulam: Mahomed! vas recalled and was rewmlad for this 
meritorious public service: with the Mukhtiarkurship of 
‘Gambat, . He. now holds the oxulted post. of ~Poahkar 
Vasiv, . These promotions have conic tripping on. each 


ie 


bis heela—all within one yeu, 






Micra wAat,—This favourite af the Vazir was a. petty 
Jail clerk in thé British Torritory, and was first employed 


i 


A distant 


Study, 


Taclles again, © 


in the State in May, 1896, on Ra 30.° Lhe following isa: 


list of his promotionsi—~ 


(1) : Vasir's Sheristadar, 
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(2) Superintendent of the Census Operations for the 
whole State, 
.. (8) Superintendent of the Vazir’s Office and Test+ 
ing Officer. 
4) - Mukhtiarkar of Gambat, 
. .. His present pay is Rs, 150, which works out a-promo- 
tion of Rs, 80 every year. The Census Operatioris were 


Away reward: actually conducted by the Nazim of Polic, the Peshkar 


ed cacort, 


Vazir, and the Revenue  Sceretary, but in the’. Ad- 
ministration Report Metharam pockets the credit, It is 
the usual fashion of the Vazir-to father.on some favourite 
of his own the praise which he does not misappropriate to 
himself. The good offices of this persona grata’ are 
invoked when the Vazir’s family is ;to be escorted to and 
from Khairpur. He ingvatiated himself-with the Vazir by 
rendering service in coumection with Mir Gulam Hussain 
Khan’s case. 


| Patronage. of  - NAVAtRAI Nararnpss.—It is difficult to give hima 


quackery, 


medical designation, He'is nota Hospital Assistant and is: 
not much superior to a compounder in a British Hospital,’ 
He holds the highest medical appointment in the: State, 
He is: Civil Surgeon and Chief Medical Officer at the Sir 
Ali Murad Civil Hospital, ‘This appointment was -previ+ 
ously held. by an MACS, (Ing, ), UR.G.P. (Lie 

There have been occasions when he hag filled ‘this app 





ment for-months together, Theresult is that the patients, 


are either driven to British Territory after givitng.'a tial 
y a 8 


to his. treatment, or abandon ‘it for that’ of tie  Nativé 
“Hakim, . The Vazir himself has officiallyvecognized hig in” 
competence by providing , State, offigialy with iintive treat= 
ment at State cost. He has not ‘passe any examination, 
nor is it known thatheshas had any clinical training what. 
ever... His. surgical knowledge is. on ‘a par with: his 
medical, yet he is supposed to be entrusted with all the, 
surgical work of the ledding Hospital tn the State, Te ‘is? 
allowed to draw an: acting ‘allowance exceeding his ‘pay! 
This favourite shares ‘with Metharam the. privilege of 
escorting. the Vazir’s family. Atone time the -Vazir 
appointed him Personal. Physician to His Highness, who 
caused him to be reduced and transferred. to Gambat.:-be-- 
cause of his ignorance, He proved a. failure at: Gambat, 
too, but.the Vazir bronght him to the Sir,Ali Murad Hos-’ 
pital at Khairpur, and, in supersession of senior and:quali-' 


Wy 


fied men, appointed: him Aasistant Surgeon to this 
“Institution, where his espionage and secret service 
‘Avon -for. him luorative patronage at the hands of the 
Vazir. : ao 
Manommp Bux Curcmro,~-This unscrupulous. spy 


and informant is the head of the private detective and op cheba 


espionage sexvice maintained by the Vasir at the:cost of 
the State to. keep the Mirs, officials, and his enemies. 
under ‘surveillance. He was 2 gardener, but is now a 
Khardar of the capital.. His, income is regularly supple~- 
mented by frequent. rewards and « hundred other per~ 
‘quisites:; Next to the Vazir, he is the master of Khairpur, 
and. defies the highest State officials, He is a convict, 
belongs to the menial class, and illiterate, ‘There is no wn- 
dertaking, however low and vile, to which he would not 
stoop... The Vazir delegates the most responsible of his 
duties to this composition of dishonesty and scoundreliam, 
He seems to possess the versatile genius of the Vaziy him- 
self, He inspects the canals, pronounces ew cathedra 
Spunons on the public works, the alignment and clearande 
of canals, etc. If his energies are not required here, the 
‘Vazir forthwith despatches him to report on the condition 
‘of: the crops, to fix the assesment, the Danaband? and the 
‘Battai,—these are some of the. offices in which he is em~ 
ployed, » When the report of his arrival teaches the ryots 
there is daspnir in the village, becguse it is unknown what 
fresh calamities ave in-store ‘for them, His corruption and 
extortionate practices only find their pene in the in- 
famous. Kianchand,, whose right: Hand he is, as tho Salt 
Inspector, ,, Hé does not possessieven the redeoming. fon- 
tyre of ‘Khancliand,  Khanchind can Jay claim to some 
education, but whatthere is in.this low 4nformant to re- 
commend his employment in the affost important and vital 
interests of the State.is a problem which the Vazir alone 


‘can solve. His word is law. ‘The following is an instance 
of the insolent and the arbitrary ‘power which he com- 


mands :-—A case came up before the Judicial Secretary and 
he was stmmoned to give evidence. He disobeyed the 
summons, anda second and third ivere served but with the 
same result, ‘Che Magistrate was then compelled to issue 
a warrant for:‘his apprehension, which was*excented by. the 
Polica Neib-Fouzdar. with more. courtesy and cerenony 
then usual. Tor the inexpinble sacrilege of arresting ‘this 
villain, the Vazir summarily” diymisaed . the Naib-Bougder 


The 
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the next day. The Judicial Secretary way made to atone 
Propitiation. foy his offended dignity by being required to present him 
with his own hands a valuable doong? (silk turban). The 
Moonshi, whose impious hands had written out the omi- 
nous warrant, received a severe official rebuke. Chechro’s 
promotions have been conferred upon him within a year 
and qhalf. The Vazir sought even to invest this low-born 
recipient of his official favours with the exalted honour of 
arbitvating between [lis Highness and his subjects. His 
Jlighness was indignant, but there the matter ended, 
What must be the feelings of the loyal subjects of His 
Highness when they find their Ruler insulied in this 
manner, and that too by an officer lent to the State ? 


Sarpar Ari—He is an unqualified surveyor, but 
vies with Chechro in official favour, This man has been 
dismissed about half a dozen times, and has been reinstated 
as often. It isnot known why the Vazir holds him i 
such favour in defiance of all rules of service. The Vasir 
publicly owns that heis corrupt to the backbone,  Ilis 
reinstatemenis have been effected notwithstanding the 
protests of his superior officers. 


Much Aismissed, 
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VAZIR’S SONS’ FAVOURITES, 


Barkat Ari-—-He was a youth of a ie ae 
features grazing his [nther’s goats at Kote Deji. The | anie’s 
gon, Gulam Dastagir, conecived a fondness for him and 
the two became intimate friends, Tho boy was called 
from his bucolic vocation and entrusted forthwith with 
the risky occupation of dispensing medicines nt the Kote 
Deji Hospital (1st of October, 1897.) Tivo months alter Transformed, 
1st December, 1897), the Vazir increased his salary. 
hortly after he was favoured with a fresh promation, and 
on the eve of the arrival from England of the Vazir'’s son, 
he received yet another instalment of official kindness. 
Happy metamorphosis | 
The servants of his younger son are drawn from the 
regiment and, like the above, regularly promoted. 
Tt would be tedious to dwell upon Sukhramdas the 
brother of Khanchand, Chabaldas, Thakordas, Wassoomu, 
Moolram, Gahimal, Jamiatrai and others, The two lasi are 
reported tobe dismissed British servants, Gahimal was a ito, 
luggage clerk in the North Western Railway. The Vazir 
employed him in the State. Then he appointed him Iead 
Moonshi of the Vazir's Office, Ho is now promoted 
Superintenddnt of the same, 
Jamiatvai, in spite of hia ramoured antecedents, is a 
Magistrate and is in the Account Department, 
This is the Administration and these the servants of 
whom the Vazir speaks cloquevtly in his reports, Ilis 
Highness is duped and every care taken to prevent com- 
plaints of their misdoings reaching the Ruler. ‘This is the 
unfortunate result of the plenary power exercised by the 
Vazir, Reforms and improvements on healthy lines are 
impossible, unless the State Service is iberated fvom this 
epidemic of favourites, 
These illustrations also show how frequently 
transfers are effected from one Departinent to another. 
But these ave a few gleanings from the whole sheaf Ono ohangiug hor 
more point remains to be noled, flicials ure appointed sain mid-staun 
to serve in plural posts or transferred from one post 
to another before their experience has had time to 
mature, ‘To take only one instance, In the Kheirpur 
Taluka there were three Mukhtiarkars in twomy months; 
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in the Veho Taluka again, three in twenty months ; in Gam- 
bat, four in twenty months ; in Nara, five in twenty months ; 
and in Mirwah, six in twenty months. This gives an 
average of four months toa Mukbtiarkar in each Taluka, 
Lord Qurzon,in a recent speech, emphasized tho evil of 
frequent transfers and changes. The result is that the 
Executive Administration of the Talukas is not carried on 
by the Mukhtiarkar himself, but is unsystematic, and leaves 
the door wide open for a thousand malpracticos. But 
these transfers subserve an important object, They 
inspire the ignorant Khoirpuri with a dreadful sense of the 
Vazir's power, The insecurity of their posts discourages 
the officials from embarking’ on any considerable plan of 
reform. The capricious will of the Vazir is the sole 
measure of their permanence, These remarks apply not 
only to the Mukhtiarkars but are true of nearly every 
Department of the State service, Corruption is rampant ; 
important posts are givon to incompetent men. The 
incubus of the Vazir's favouritism sits on the entire 
machinery, The Vazir's personal arbitrament is the criter- 
ion of justice and punishment, These are the blessings 
which Khan Bahadur Kadirdad Khan, C.1.E., has confer. 
red upon the State. The Augean Stables require immediate 
cleaning, The sooner it is done, the better, 
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DISMISSALS, 


A painful illustration of the autocratic power 
stilaead by the Vazir is afforded by the numerous 
summary dismissals and Lorced resignations which have 
ocewred during his brief tenure of offico. This part of 
the Khairpur scandal was passingly ventilated in the 
Times of India, dated the 21st September, 1901, which 
contained an opportune warning: to intending candidates 
against being deceived by the Vaaiv 3 misleading advertise- 
ments. By these wholesalc dismissals and forced resignn- 
tions, the efficiency of the State scrvice has been greatly 
impaired; officials, high and low, have suffered from this 
arbitrary abuse of power, which would not be tolerated 
even in the worst governed Native State. Professional 
men have been decoyed inio the State on treacherous 
assurances of permanency of Service and pansion and 
turned adrift unceremoniously on frivolous pretexts, Tor 
the Vazir’s better security, the dismissal takes the form 
of a xesignation. The position of the victim of his 
displeasure is rendered so unpleasant or critical that the 
relinquishment of the State Service at any price becomes 
the only refuge of the poor man. The official in disfavour 
is not called upon for any explanation.  Ifvorything 
depends upon his personal caprice and will, The oul 
royal road to iitial pretecnitnt is to secure the goudwill 
and gracea of the Vazir, his family, relations and fivour« 
ites, by systematic adulation, servilily and espionage, Chere 
frequent dismissals scrve a politic motive, They reduce 
the risk of exposure by preventing the officials from study: 
ing carefully the Vazir’s administrative artifices. They 
also have a terrorising effect upon the other officials, not 
to spenk of the fear, which they inspire into the people, of 
his irresponsible power, It will be difficult to name any of 
the higher appointments in which the incumbents, other 
than his {ayourites, have been retained for any considerable 
time. On the contrary, quile a formidable list could be 
quoted of officials who were dismissed or coerced to resign, 
after they had been in service only for a short while. 
Enetyureme.—This form of hayoe is well illustrated 
by this department, in which there have been no fower 
than six discharges of State Engineers inas many_ years, 
each occupying the post for a very short time, Most of 


Au Inyoterate 
avice, 


22 


them had committed the capital offence of pointing: out to 
the Vazir the unscientific character of his amateur canal 
projects, Tho Vazir's sapience cannot. brook io he cor- 
rected by any officer, however special his waining. 


f. Syup Basmr ITussrm.—He was ongaged in 1894 
and forced to resign in 1896, 

2. Mauonun Lattev Kirax,—TTe was an experienced 
Engineer employed ou the Jamrao Canal. Ile was recom- 
mended by Mr. Dunn, then Under-Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay, who testified both to his ability and 
experience. The Vasir engaged him at the ond of 1896, and 
forced him to resign his post in January 1898, because of'his 
disagreement with the crude canal schemes of the Vazir, 


8, Onaypunan Srraram, L C.E. was employed as 
State Engineer on jst July, 1898, Helelt the service, on 
12th November, 1898, being dissatisfied, because the Vazir 
refused his request to execute a bond to the effect that, as 
long as he worked to the satisfaction of his Highness, his 
services should not he dispensed with and that his salary 
should be raised by periodical increments to a fixed 
maximum, 


4, Maxnannan, C, E.—A very smart and oxperionced 
Engineer, was employed under the Punjab Goverment and 
was highly spoken of by his superiors there, By the 
Vazir's tempting promises personally made to him ot 
Lahore, he was made to resign his appointment in British 
Service and join the State Service, on specious assurances 
of promotion, pension and other advantages. He way 
brought into the Stateas State Engineer in March, 1899, 
He corrected some of the Vazir’s blunders rogard- 
ing his Canal projects and did his best to minimise 
the mischicf thereby caused, This offended the latter, and 
Mr, Makhanlal, secing from other cases the insecurity of 
his appointmont, requested the Vazir to onter into an 
agreement, reducing formally into wviting his verbal 
assurances of the permanency and pensionability of his 
service, and to fix the maximum to which his salary was to 
rise by periodical increments, as long as he gave satisfaction. 
to his master. This the Vazir refused todo. Makhanlal 
then asked that a month’s notice be given on either side, to 
protect himself against the old artifice of the Vasir of 
summarily dismissing or compelling resignations without 
assigning @ proper ground. “This was also refused, Mar 
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kanlal then resigned. The Vazir made futile aitempis to 
jnduce him to withdvaw hix resignation by deputing (o 
his house officials, etc, etc, On the morning fixed for his 
departure, the Vazir gave in to the latter condition—-namely, 
a month's notice, Makhanlal, however, resigned two months 
after, and is now serving under the British Government, 


5. The next incumbent, Rar Sanus Jaapran Ray, 
CE, came to the State in January, 1900, with o splendid 
record of previous service under the British Government, He 
was a Medallist of the Roorkee College and had done exton- 
sive workin the Public Works Department (General Branch) 
in the Punjab, He had surveyed and constructed a great 
portion of the Patiala Bhatinda Railway, surveyed the 
whole of the Bhatinda and Samasatte Railway, and had 
executed major irrigational works in independent charge 
in Barmah, He finally rose to bean Iixecutive Engineer. 
His services in the late {rinino were acknowledged by the 
Punjab Government. The Vazir wanted to get rid of 
him without any cause. He sent officials to him to 
persuade him to resign, He refused, The Vazir then 
discharged him, after a month's tenure of service, on the 
10th of February, 1900, 


6, A painful interest. attaches to the case of My, 
G.A. Mnrur, B.Sc, (Lond.) C.. On the 18th of November, 
1900, he had a personal intorview with the Vazir, who 

romised to engage him on a commencing salary of 

8. 250 plus Ra. 50 as travelling allowance—less than what 
was allowed to his predeccssors, Although he had requested 
thatthe written order of his xppointment should bo forwarded 
to him, yet the Vazir summoned him from Mooltan by 
telegram on the 3rd December, 1900, Mr, Moyer hurriodly 
sold his furniture cte., at a great Joss, and joined his post in 
Khairpur. About the middle of December the written 
order of his appointment was sent io him, Io was sur- 

rised to learn therefrom that his salary was fixed at 

8, 200 and not Rs, 250 as verbally promised, Offensive 
correspondence passed between him and the Vazix, My. 
Meyer resigned on the 12th January, 1901. 

The details of services given above will demonstrate 
that these Engineers were got rid of not by reason of their 
meompetence, The Vaxir will no doubt triumphantly 
produce their resignations, but thore is no getting over 
the stubborn logic of facts tha they were provoked. The 
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disingenuous artifice of extorting a resignation under a 
penalty of dismisaal is too often practised by him to 
require comment, 


Menicar. 


7% Dr. B. Luxmanr, M.R.O.S. (Eng.), LR.CP. 
(Lond.),—The late Civil Surgeon, Dr. Lukmani, belongs to 
a wellknown Bombay family, the members of which occupy 
conspicuous offices under ithe British Govornmont. 
Among his other qualifications, it may be mentioned that 
he went through « special course at Vienna, There 
can be no question as to his sterling abilities, attain- 
ments, and character, which is a fine combination of the 
highest professional virtue and gentlemanliness. This 
flattering account of his merits would no doubt be corro- 
horated by Colonel McOleghory, T.MS., P,M.O,, Sind; 
Captain Macdonald, Personal Assistant to the Surgeon- 
General, Bombay; Colonel Henderson, I.M.S., Presidency 
Surgeon, Bombay, Dr. Corkery, and Mr, H, 0. Mules, Poli- 
tical Agent, Khairpur. In 1894, the Vazir advertised for 
a qualified medical man for the Sir Ali Murad Civil Hospital, 
Khairpur, Dr, Lukmani responded to the advertisement, and 
hig services were telegraphically accepted. Duvinghistenure, 
the Hospital acquired » high state of efficioncy and popula. 
rity. iverything went on well, until the year 1896, when, 
yielding to a fatal impulse, he promised tho Vazir that he 
‘would prevail upon his relations, Messrs, Fatchali and 
Company, o well-known Bombay firm, to negotiate the sale 
of the State indigo. These nogotiations ended in a great 
loss caused by the Vazir's ignorance of clementary com- 
mercial precautions and facts, The Vavzir laid the blame 
of this at the door of the doctor's relations, and had a violent 
pasenge with him, which he resented vory deeply, This 
was the inception of his ill-fecling against him which he 
manifested in divers ways, To mention an instance, the 
Vazir granted Dr. Lukmani leave to attend a ceremonial 
event at the house of his father-in-law in December, 1900, 
He accordingly wired that he would bo present at the 
same. When his arrangements were complete, the Vazir 
suddenly cancelled his leave, placing the doctor in an 
awkward plight. He actually wrote a letter to the Vazir 
(5th December) in which he pomted this out. He asked that 
his Jeave may even be curtailed and stated that he would 
make efficient atrangements during his absence, and that, if 
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he should be urgently required, he could be recalled at once 
by wire, No answer was vouchsnfed to this though one 
was requested by wire at his own expense. The 
Vozir did not commit himself to a written reply but 
sent a belated verbal message through his sccmtary, 
Mr. Mahfuzali, that his leave was rescinded for State 
reasons. These fateful reasons were disclosed tv 
Mr, Mahfuzali, and were that My, J. L. Rieu, the 
Political Agent, whom he had been to see on the day he 
cancelled the leave, had heard from Major Croly, Surgeon 
to His Excellency Lord Northeote, that one of the Mirs 
was being slowly poisoned. This phantasm was alleged to 
be the ground which required imperatively the doctor’s 
presence in the State. To overlook several other minor 
incidents, Dr. Lukmani returned to Khairpur from long 
leave, on the 26th September, 1901. Meanwhile a letter had 
appeared in the Times of India of the 21st idem, exposing 
the insecurity of service under the Vazir, He suspected the 
Doctor of being connected with it and punished him by 
transferring him to the charge of the Koto Doji Dispons- 
ary, The Doctor pointed ont that this transfer from the 
chief hospital in the State to a disponsary was a degrada- 
tion, By the terms of his, sorvice he was to occupy tho 
highest medical post in the State, The Vasir promptly 
rejoined by dignilying the Dispensary with tho name of 
Sir Faiz Mehcred Hospital The sequal was that Dr, 
Lukmani, whose system was completely upset, applied for 
leave on the strength of a medical certificate from the 
Civil Surgeon of Sukkur, The application also contained 
a prayer that if the leave should be refused, it should be 
considered as a tender of his resignation, becavise he was 
ordered by the above Civil Surgeon to take immediate 
rest, The reply to the application Was sent after the un- 
usual delay of a month, whorein he was curtly informed 
that in the intevest of the State, his services could not be 
retained, ‘ 

Dr, Lukmani’s departure was keenly felt by the 
State, Even the Punchayat in a valediclory deputation 
publicly expressed their regret at his arbitrary transfer. 

8 Dr. Araurnan.—ITe was practising in Lahore, 
where ho had a lucrative practiced: Tampted by the specious 
assurances of the Vazir, ho gave it up, sold his drugs, and 
came over to the State, where he was placed in charge of 
the Kote-Doji dispensary, August 1899. Te was promoted Sad catos, 
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leave the service at-once, 
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for his good work, aud after having served for nearly two 
‘yeuts, he was. suddenly discharged,‘on the absurd protext 
of the want of necessary. qualificitions, ie 

9, ° Vazmrn Aut, who was brought from the Punjab 
and attached to the Kote-Deji Dispensary was summarily 
dismissed on the strength of au accusation by Navalrat 
Esardas, who bore a grudge against him and his superior, 


Dr. Ataullah. Thé poor man was not acquainted with the 


natuve of the charge against him, much less given an 
opportunity to defend: himself. The ‘charge was. never 
investigated, . , BS ; : 

10. Aupur Anan, was a clever, qualified Hospital 
Assistant’ at the Civil Hospital, Khairpur. ‘THe .Vazir 
dismissed him summarily ‘on public grounds.”,. The accu- 
sation against him was not. disclosed: nor -was che called 
upon.to defend himself. . ; F 

11. -Azpur Saman, a qualified’ Hospital , Assistant, 
had to leave the service owing to intolerable treatment. 


12, Junar-un-pin, a qualified Veterinary Surgeon, was 
similarly dealt with: One day, the Vazir abused him at the. 
State stables in very filthy language, hecatse the grass was 
nob cut sufficiently short, Jelal-ud-din replied respecttully 
that it. was the business of the head conchiman, a favourite: 
spy of the Vazir, and objected to his abusing him, and told 
himthathe would resign at once, The Vazir put oft his vesig-: 
nation till he had secretly secured the services of another 
man, He then compelled Jelal-ud-din to resign, and ordered: 
hint to leave the State at once, He had six: years’ service 
in the State. «> ae tn etdin Neate, ¥ 

‘18, His successor, Mavomnn Annona, fared no better. 
He was engaged on Rs, 40. month through Dr. R. Amir 
Shah; Professor of the Lahore. Veterinary College, On the 
10th of J uly, 1901, Mr. J. D’ Costa, . who was secretly 
engaged as Veterinary Surgeon, arrived in the State,. The: 
same day Mahomed: Abdullah was’ sent for ‘in. the Vazir's 
Office, and to his surprise told that: if he wished, he:could 
serve on Rs, 80. (sume pay as ‘thet of his:coachman), or 


“14, Rar Tanscnand.—This old’ servant of the State 


“was physician to His late Highness, ‘Mir Sir Ali Murad 
“Khan. On. his demise; the present’ Ruler continued his - 
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services. - He proved an invaluable councillor against the 
machinations of Khatansingh, who found in Rat Larachand 
a great obstacle. . When he went to his home on_ leave, 
telegram was sent to him that hia serviecs were dispensed 


with, The Vazir assigned no reason for this arpitrary 
act. 


15, In July, 1900, My. HH, Mancanmarast was 
cengaged by the. Vazir to give tuition to his son, The Vazir 
“was then” staying with his family at Hyderabad. He 
overcame Mr. Mangarmalani’s unwillingness to. coach his 
son ona small remuneration by the promise of a handsome 
appointment in the State on going back to Khaiypux. When 

“the Vaair's son and family retuned. to Khairpur, My, 
Mangarmalani followed them thither. There was no 
post available in the State, So he patented a sinceuro for 
him, yelept State Travelling Agent, whatever that’ non- 
descript designation might mean, This improvisation 
lasted only for amonth, “The Vazir cavaliorly got. rid of 
Mr. Mangarmalani immediately after his pupil (the Vazir's 
son) had left. for Europe. 


ae Durraram and 
nae 16 & u.{ JUTUANAND, ; 
resigned, because the Vazir insisted upon their reading to 
‘him for hours together newapapeis, both during and” out 


i two of his clerks, 


A Tricks 


Tho readin 


of office hours, “This excessive strain’ told upon their olorks, 


health and) the Civil: Surgeon advised them perfect 
rest, : 


, 18) Navarsuannan Muir, a graduate of the Bombay 
‘University, came from Gujorat as Personal Clerk to the 
“Vazir, Though a State servant he was made by the 
Vazir to read to him newspapers. and other poviadicals 
every day. for several hours together and. even Iate in the 
evening after office time... This injured his health. He fell. 
dll, and applied for sick eave.” ‘The Vazir sent him 
this message, “you must come and avork in the office, and 
if-you don't do'so, I shall dismiss yon.” ’ Navalshankar 
‘preferred to resign, He had served: only’ three: months 
in the State, Yet : : : 


ee 49, Sangattsivon Muntad, B.A. Barristor-at-Law.— 
' He wns the firat and only Graduate from: the State, He 


-graduated'in Bombay and. was heing. educated “nt State’ 


A Dilemma 
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expense in England by the late Ruler. In his crooked 
economy, the Vazir did his best to stop his remittances, 
but did not succeed, On hiy return, he gratefully offered 
his services to the State, and the Vazir reluctantly 
conferred upon him the post of Peshkar-Vazix. This gift 
svas barbed with an innuendo. We gave him second. 
class powers, whilst the ignorant Khatensingh rejoiced 
in the full jurisdiction of a Virst-Class Magistrate, 
This insult was offered to Mr, Mulraj to provoke 
him to relinquish the State Service, Il is a just 
tribute to My, Mulraj’s gratitude to say that he 
conducted himself with forbearance. Lis superior 
attainments proved an inconvenient embarrassment to the 
Vazir, who left nothing undone both officially and other- 
wise to decry him, The unprincipled manner in which he 
was got'rid of is characteristic of the Vazir’s vindictiveness. 
An anonymous petition was sent to the Political Agent 
complaining against the Vazir. The Political Agent 
forwarded it to His Highness, The psychological moment 
to disencumber himself of the obnoxious Mulraj had 
arrived. Tho Vazir caused His Highness to issue an order 
requiring Mr. Mulraj io discover the author, otherwise he 
would be held responsible for it, This was offerin 
“ Hobson’s choice” to My. Mulvaj, who delivered himself 
from this dilemma by resigning service. It is a grent 
ity thet this competent and useful man was driven away 
in this manner from the State, But, as wo hava said 
hefore, virtue and merit cannot flourish in the baneful 
atmosphere of Khairpur, where favourites nnd relations like 
Khanchand and Gulbahar thrive under the august but 
eriminal patronage of the Vazir. 


20, Manonmp pram Kiav.—The dismiasal of this 
suboverseer provides an irritating instance of the perverse 
justice of the Vazir. This wnforttmate man was proceeding 
on leave to his family in the North-West Provinces. In tha 
train he recognized two escaped convicts from the Khair 
pur State Jail travelling in the same carriage, He pluckily 
seized one of them (Taiz Mahomed), but the other (Ram- 
zan) jumped out of the compartment and decampéd, 
Ibrahim Khan returned to Khairpur with his capture, ex- 
pecting that his smart seizure would be rewarded, But 
the Vazir dismissed him on the spot, because he did not 
apprehend the other convict! 
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Tt will be too tedious to dwell upon the cases of 


21 Mr. Nur Ahmed, B.A., 
LL.B. 

22 Moonshi Mungoomal 

28 Sahibdina, Sheristadar 

24Nur Mahomed Khan 
Afghan 

25 Osmanali of Caleutta 

26 Bashuruddin, Clerk 

27 Partap Singh 

28 Budhal Khan 

29 Gobindram 

80 Hargunsingh Dhanasing 

31 Hanwantray 

82 Shivandas 


33 Balajee Kute 

34 Charandas 

35 Ali Jan 

36 Brahmampurl 

37 Babu Bahalsing 

38 Afaul Hussein 

39 Syed Mahomed Bux 
40 Anwar-ul-hak 

41 Tulsi Ram 

42 Ahmed Bux 

43 Gunga Bishin 

44 Mowaram 

45 Masand 

46 Khanchand &e, &e, 
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THE VAZIR'S DAILY ROUTINE, 


The daily routine of the Vazir requires a fow obser- 
vations. The amount of work done by him personally is 
infinitesimal. His favourite hobby, in which the proater 
p tof the day is consumed, is to institute enquiries on 
frivolous matters from petty officials, spies aud menials, He 
generally haa his tea before 7.a.m,, and whilst ho is over 
it important State officers, such as tho State Engineer, the 
Civil Surgeon, the Nazim of Police ete., have to dance 

acto" indeco attendance upon him. This want of official decorum might 
‘ have been condoned if he was burdened with State duties 
and short of time. This slight is keenly felt by the 
officials, The numerous shifis by which he kills his time 
would afford excellent material for a chapter on. idleness, 
Very often, the disappointed official returns without his 
presence even being noticed. Ifhe is spared the ordeal 
of witnessing his tonsure or the removal of his false teeth, 
he may be required to strain his ears to hear his couver- 
sation from the bath-room. The hookah is thon intro~ 
duced and other officials are ushered in his presence, 
They too have their own share of annoyances and morti- 
fications, Thus refreshed, he sallies forth for a drive, 
of course in a strutting stale equipage, and flatiers himself 
that he discharges the gravo funclions of a 
Minister by storming ou the way at a mubladum of 
sweepers or a canal khalasec, a mali or a petty moonshi. 

At about 10, the jaded Vazir returns and looks after 
the tuition of his son, which is carried on in one of his 
office rooms by an office moonshi during office hours, Up 
to this hour not a scrap of State work is cone by him, 
although the offices have been opened since 7 o'clock. 

The next item in the daily programme is the veading 

That reading Of the daily papers or periodicals to him. This irksome fune- 
dlerk. tion is always performed by the Kiducational Inspector or one 
of the office clerks, and if the Vazir is notsooner soothed to 

sleep may last for six or eight hours, The poor clerk has 

to exert his voice without intermission or relief, This 

reading was the immediate cause of no fewer than six 

clerks leaving the State service, Meanwhile the great man 

reposes In state unless he is reminded of an ordinary 

letter dealing with some private matter of his own, Then 

he may bestir himself, but if it is an official letter he wilk 
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send for the clerk or moonshi in order to prepare a reply for 
hissignature. The reader welcomes the short respite When 

a mali (gardener) brings to the Vazir fromthe State gardens 
vegetables, fruits, or flowers 5 or a contractor or 2 Seth 

pays his homage to hin with the eustomary: dedi This 

ended, the clerk restunes his vociferous reading unui the 

chaprasee is ordered to prepare his bath, Ao echniy is rhe Noway 
sometimes placed at the door of the bathroom for the Ra. 
reader to make the Sabeb’s bath interesting, ‘She clerk 
is then dismissed, and his midday meal announced, at the 
conclusion of which the Acokah is again on the scene 
and he prepares himself for the siesta, If sluop is difficult 
to be wooed, the aforesaid clerk Iuils the minister to 
yest with extracts from “The Sind Gazette,” ete, At 
A pm, he vises and takes a frogal refreshment. The 
reader is again requisitioned or the head Moonshi sent 
for with the Guearish papers. The less suid of the 
Guzarish papers the better, A. report from some official 
av a petition from a poor smferer is begun, but hefore 
the moonshi has read half-n-clozen lines he is abruptly 
stopped, and the final orders passed, which the moonshi 
compresses on the margin in pencil, The Gucarish 
done, the moonshi is dismissed to his office to develop the 
peneil scribble according lo his own sweet remembrances 
and reasonableness, ‘The order thas dressed up ia signed 
by one of the Seerotaries, to whom the Moonshi represents 
that it proceads from the Vazix, Tho Seerotary is in the 
dark as (o the authenticity of these orders, 

The delicious irony of the signing is tho fact that 

sone of the secretaries is required to sign these orders tn 
Sindhi without kuowing what the order is or a word of 
the language in which it is written. 


Mr. Kadirdad is more pinetilions with his English 
correspondence, fv the eventag, it may beat 6 ov d-30 pam, 
the Scoratary in charge of the Nnglish correspondence 
appears before him with the day’s work. This inehules 
the political and other papers which the Vagir hears 
with alorl attention, and after inquiry signs. Ma. Inglioh 
Kadirdad’s syntax and idiom leave very much to be desired, Coneiyoutanes, 
He strctiously avoids writing his English correspondence 
himself, On thoxe rare occasions when he has to reply to 
private letters from Muropean ofticers, he will got his above 
Wneutioned seerotary by his sido and write from his dieta- 
tion or copy out his deaft, The monotony of the above 

Q 
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rotitine Is sometimes diversified with the trial of a cose 
(reforred to cleewhere). Towards sunset, petitioners who 
come trudging from long distances are sometimes sent for 
in his presence, and the munshi ordered 10 receive their 
petitions and read them out, It isa lucky petition if it 
has the good fortune of being read half through. Very 
ofien he perpetrates the heartless joke of referring the 
petitioner to the very officer complained against for 
anquiry, 

Meanwhilo ihe office hours closo. But there 
is no rest to the reading ‘clerk. ‘Till 8 or 8-80 
p.m. this delectation of the Vazir continues, until tho 
calls of his yenana put an end to the sufferings of the 
unfortunate man. This is a faithful picture of his pro- 
gramme of work from day to day. The consequence of 
this indolence is heavy arrears of work and. correspondence, 
some of the communications remaining undisposed 
of for months together, The slightest neglect of duty 
or even remigsness has been known to be punished 
hy him with dismissal, Whilst keenly observant of the mote 
in his neighbour's eye, he loses sight of the beam in his 
own. These are the conspicuous services for which ha 
draws a salary of Rs. 1,850 2 month, and for the increase 
of which he has been importunately clamouring. Theso 
too are the services which he pressed to be rewarded, 
first, with a donation of Rs. 75,000 and then with the 
grant of s Jagir. 
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LAW AND JUSTICE. 


The Judicial Department is badly neglected and re- ponte i a 


quires drastic rehabilitation. The principal Judicial vase, 
_ officer under His Highness is the Vazir, whose jurisdiction 
is nominally that of a Sessions Judge, but actually he is 
‘the highest Original and Appellate authority in the State. 
This result was brought about by the piecemeal arrogation 
to himself of the powers of the District Magistrate, 
Sessions Judge, etc, etc., respectively. For Judicial work he 
has no qualification whatever, nor has he made an attempt, 
by the employment of qualified men, to fill up this 
cardinal want of the State—a competent Judiciary. This 
cannot be justified on the ground of economy. Money laid 
out on competent men would prove its own reward and 
be a wholesome protection agtinst the evil of combining 
the Executive with the Judicial. ‘rained men could he 
easily obtained on moderate salaries, the fimds for which 
sole be provided by retrenching the lavish expenditure 
in connection with the Vazir's spies and the large 
salaries given to his favourites and relations, The Vazir’s 
objection to the ce bial of men trained in law 
proceeds from his invincible prejudice against the legal 
profession, the introduction of which would prove an in- 
convenient, check to his arbitrary power, Tho Vasir yt inowloage 
himself, as far back as 1895, confessed his ignorance of of law, 
Civil Law, His acquaintance with the Criminal is super- 

ficial. This confession proves that he has monopolised 

the chief offices of the State, certainly not from a personal 
conviction of his competence for them. It has proveeded 

from his desire to have all power in his hands, When 
difficult cases arise, the Vazir has recourse to characteristic 
devices. Thus in 1898 the Sind Government desired the 
co-operation of the Khnirpur Stote in the proseeution of 

an organized gang of Punjabis who wore carrying on 
extensively illicit traffic in women, These casos were 

triable only by a Court of Sossions, Tho Vazir was 
Sessions Judge and was in a predicament. A happy tae mato to 
device suggested itself to him. An amending Act order. 
was legislated in a quarter of an hou, making these 

cases triable by the Hirst-Class Magistrate. Before this 
‘production had left the anvil, another ordor was issued 

under Section 80, Criminal Procedure Code, enhancing 

the jurisdiction of the Firat Class Magistrate as to punish- 


onal 
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Soindals 
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ment. The accused preferred appeals to the Vazir, who 
was Sessions Judge; to obvinte this fvesh difficulty, an 
additional Sessions Judge was created to whom the appeals 


wore referral for disposal. 


The second evil attending the adininistration of 
Justice is the want of a atric procedure, The in 
vestigation of cases is carried on in a very loose 
manner. No regard is paid to the order in which 
evidence is to he taken, and casey are not wunfrequently 
decided according to the preconceived prejudices of the 
Moonshis. Nominally the Procedure Codes are applicable, 
Aso matter of practice their provisions ave never followed, 
fake for example the Court of the Vasir himeclf. He 
has no separate Court room and he may sit for the 
adjudication of n case either in his private sitting 
yoom or in the open on a charpoy, without any 
thought for the convenience of the parties, This 
charpoy fulfills the multifold functions of a Davbar-room, 
dining-room, smoking-room, toilet-room, a Court house, ete, 
without any regard to official decoruin or gravity. Justice 
is dispensed in his shirt-sleeves and loose pyjamas, and 
whilst the enquiry is proceeding, he cats his «dessert, 
smokes his hookah, and attends to many other sundry do- 
mastic matters, This is not the worst, Often his judg: 
ments are based on evidence recorded in his absence b 
some Munshi of his or other, The judgments are speci 
mens of shortness, long civil and criminal eases involving 
delicate questions of law and voluminous evidence being 
disposed of with laconic brevity, There are cighteon Magi- 
strates in the Khairpur State, cight first-class, six second- 
and four third-class, The disproportion will be noted. 
Except two or three who have passed the lower grad 
departmental examination in Criminal Law, not one of them 
has any legal training. Some of them ave ouly literate 
enough to‘sign their names. Others, again, go through 
the burlesque (some of them don’t even take this 
trouble) of hearing the evidence which is recorded by the 
Moonshi, This functionary sometimes dictates judgments 
to the Magistrate or corrects the judgment writien by the 
latter, or composes it wholly himself, The names of these 
could be easily mentioned. The Moonshis are miserably 
underpaid, and the magistrates being under their coutrol, 
corruption and bribery ave rampant. ‘The late ducicial 
Seeretary had practically under his control the whole of 
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the highest judicial work of the State. It comprised the 
appellate and revisional work which onght to have proper: 
ly been disposed of by the Vazir. This was another 
scandalous picce of jobbery or nepotism, Like the others, 
he had no legal training whatever, and yel he g?avely 
confirmed and upset judgments and had the power of 
life and death, He was Magistrate and Assistant Sessions 
Judge at the same time | This raw youth wns the official 
legislator to the State and would in a few minutes enact 
an act which might have cost the Council of Ilis Execl- 
lency the Viceroy several months of laborious study and 
consideration, To cap this climax of confusion and inepti- 
tude, there are four appellate courts for a population of 
less than two lacs, ‘These were overwhelmed from tho 
High Court downwards with the alarming agereguie of 
twenty-five appeals filed during the year 1900-01. 


The legal profession is rigorously excluded, This 
exclusion forms one of the complaints preferred by the 
Punchayats, in their petition dated 18th November, 1900. 
The result of it is that there is no one to correct the Mn- 
gistrate. Justice suffers, and the Vazir’s ignorance enjoys 
a successful immunity from exposure. Il is the wisdom 
of the old proverb of the one-eyed monareh in the Innd 
of the blind, The trial of cases is atlended with great 
delay and inconvenience, Often months elapse before a 
case is even taken wp, 


The Vazir has porpetrated the injustice of compelling 
under-trial persons to porform the labour of convicts, 
Parties and witnesses are required to attend court, day aftor 
day, from long distances at the sacrifice of their business, 
Owing to endless postponcments, even pebby cases are not 
decided for'soveral months. The parties and witnesses are 
required to follow the Magistrates on their lours from place 
to place until their cases are disposed of ‘Their eonve- 
niences are not heeded. No Bhata is paid to them 
by the State or the parties, The witnesses must defray 
their travelling and other exponses. This grievous hardship 
formed the subject of serious complaint in a former 
Memorial by the people. 


The Vazir has done nothing to mitigate the evil which 
isas irksome and expensive as over. The institution feo of 
Suils isone-eighth of the subject-matter, The Stamp, Reais. 
wation and Court Fees Acts are not yet introduced, They 
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are being deferred from year to year notwithstanding the 
Vazir’s specious asstrance in the annual Administration 
Reports of their speedy introduction, 


‘On the sale of immovenble property the State appro- 
priates to itself a fourth of the proceeds. This impost is 
repeated every time the property is sold, so that if it 
changes hands four times, the State recovers the full 
value of the land. ‘This serious injustice was strongly 
represented to the Vazir by the wited Punchayats of the 
State. The Vazir, who speaks so much in the Administra. 
tion Reports of his introducing reforms for the velief of the 
ryot and the abolition of the old obnoxious customs, 
repliedto them (28rd September, 1901), that as the 
custom wasan ancient one, he would not remitit | 


This painful state of the Judiciary could be 
easily .remedied by the employment of qualified men, 
This was also prayed for by the Punchayats in their 
petition. For this state of things the Vazir is en- 
tirely to blame. The belief is that he has designedly 
refrained from employing qualified men because their 
presence would hamper him in the exercise of his offtcial 
despotism. Or is it that he reserves these places for 
his favourites in order that the control of the Judiciary in 
this way might deter remonstrances against his authority ? 
His well-known prejudice against lawyers and men of 
superior attainments to his own was at the bottom of the 
high-handed removal from the State of Mr. 8. Moolraj, 
B.A., Barrister-at-law. 


The number of Magistrates is entirely out of propor- 
tion to the population, Indced there are 18 Magistrates t 
and 10 Police Thanas. The proportion of the Magistrates 
amongst themselves is even more ridiculous, There are 
8 First-Class Magistrates and 4 of the Third Class which 
cannot be explained except on the supposition of the 
greater prevalence of the more serious crimes. The 


loaves and fishes of the Magisterial appointinents are given 


to the favourites, and of the 8 First-Class Magistrates the 
majority are protégés some of whom are already described. 
Tn fact, competency seems to travel downwards, some of 
the lower magistrates being the most tolerable in the State. 


.__T_ Since going to the prese the writer learns thot their number hog beot 
increased to 20, 
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FORESTS, 





It was a saying of the late Ruler that the renlowealth 
of the State ‘consisted in its extensive and noble 
forests. These were [ull of rich and valuable timber and, 
by reason of their convenient situation, always commanded 
a veady market. A new policy was inugtrated by the 
present Ruler. Thinking that these shikargahs were 
more numerous then he required, His Highness handed 
aver the greater part of them to the State. The Vazir was 
directed that they should be preserved for the benefit of 
the State and cultivator, and be disforested whenever the 
wants of the country so needed. The indiscriminate 
destruction of these shikargahs is a lasting injury which 
the Vazir in his thoughtlessness has inflicted npon the 
State. Unrestricted license was given to the ryots to 
destroy the forests. His professed object in doing so was 
to reclaim the land for the cultivators, Before taking this 
hazardous step, he made no inquiry whatever whether there 
was a deficiency of culturable land in the State and whe- 
ther ryots would be forthcoming to cultivate the large tracts 
thus released. These forests were no encuntbrance to tho 
State, anda lot of wanton destruction might have been 
averted if the Forest Conservancy Lules in vogue in 
British Territory had been observed. Tho preservation of 
these forests would have been a permanent source of 
revenue, because a ready and large demand existed at the 
time and still exists in the large towns of Sukkmy, Shikar- 

ur, Larkana ete, for timber and wood-fuel, Apart 
from the wood-fuel destroyed or wasted, the North. 
Western Ry. purchased 50° lakhs cubic fect of fuel between 
1895 and 1897 alone. This will give somo iden of the 
extont of damage done by the Vazir, who, besides, has made 
ho attempt to repair by conservancy aud planting operitions 
the waste caused by him. The mischief of indiscriminate 
destruction was officially urged on the Vazir on the 
ground thet the big towns and villages of the State 
would be entirely deprived of wood-fucl, timber and 
pasture. No heed was pnid to these suggestions. The 
result was that the forests, to the extent of 90 per cent, 
barring a few unimportant and out-of-the-way patches of 
jungle have beon totally annihilated. It is caletilated that if 
the timber and fuel destroyed was proserved by the State, it 
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would have realized a revenue larger in amount than 10 
years’ cultivation of the needlessly cisforested plots, Prac- 
tically no forests are now available for the ryots’ supply of 
fuel qnd timber, ‘They have to obtain it from British 
Territory at a heavy vate, This dreary prospect is cheered 
by the few remaining shikargahs reserved for His High- 
ness’ personal usa, which have proved a veritable blessing 
to the towns and villages in their vicinity, The Vazir 
himself regularly gots his supply of (nel gratis from His 
Highness’ shikargah named Shahmurad, 

In December, 1899, when he was at Sukkur for a 
change, processions of camels and carts laden with fuel used 
to be sent to him. Most of the timber now used is obtain- 
ed from the British forests and “ katcha’’? lands recently 
transferred to the State by Government, Though splendid 
facilities are presented by the State Canals no plantation 
has been carricd ont by the Vazir to replace the Lorests 
exterminated by him, 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The Educational improvement of the State is pro- 
minently flourished in the Administration nga Me, 
Kadirdad claims to have established no fewer than 
142 Schools. Much capital is made of this item of 
improvement, The fictitious character of these figures 
can be proved to demonstration, The Schools enjoy an 
ephemeral existence and are called into being in a groat 
many cases to provide employment for the needy relations 
of the office moonshis or the village Mulla. ‘The establish- 


Tho — Eduen« 


ment of schools isa test of official success of the Mulchtyar- Honal myth. 


kars and the Peshkars, and the result is that a lot of these 
have been let loose quite unnecessarily upon the State. 
There are two sorts of schools in Kharpur, Primary and 
Secondary. hey teach the Vernacular of the country. 
The only two English Schools in the State owe their 
existence to private Hindu enterprise, and unlike the State 
Schools are condneted strictly in accordance with the 
principles obtaining in British Territory. Tho Primary 
Schools are not intended to teach other then a few Suras 
(sub-chapters) of the Koran, Blementary Sindhi is taught 
in the Secondary Schouls, In all schools there are two 
Masters, the Head Master teaching the Koran and tho As- 
sistant Master, teaching single-handed all tho subjects in all 
the standards which may be up to low, The Schools are 
mostly held in mosques, Separate brick buildings for 
schools amount to about 16 in the whole State. By far 
the greater number of Schools are held in Chopras made of 
tamarisk bushes which can protect the pupils neither 
from the rigour of winter nor the intense heal of summer of 
Upper Sind. Very often the inviting structuve vanishes in 
the stomachs of the Lamished cuttle to the welcome surprise 
of the little scholars. The sole requirements for the Stato 
recognition of a school is that its would-he-taacher should 
certify his ability to bring together 20 childron, Then 
without any serious investigation or check whatever, tho 
new institution is invested with the hall-mark of offical 
recognition, The Hoad Master is mostly the Mulla of the 
village, and in the more ambitious of those littl academics, 
he has an assistant who is gonorally nxelation of the swarm 
of Moonshis who coutrol the State offices, The barefaced 
patronage of the assistant is really irritating, The lowest 
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salary of this patronized subordinate is Rs. 8, whilst the 
maximum pay of the Head Master is Rs, 5, with a lew 
exceptions. The teachers are mostly men without any 
qualification, The inspection of schools is carried on with 
a farcies? mimicry of sn English inspector of schools. The 
Vazir knows very well that this school business is an audac- 
ious delusion perpetrated by him on paper to embellish his 
Administration Reports whereby to inspire Government 
with false notions of his seal for ihe spread of education. 
The abolition of these fictitious schools would bonefit the 
State by saving a large revenue which could be profitably 
devoted to improve the status of the more deserving schools 
where there is an actual attendance by the employment 


School Routine, Of efficient teachers. The school classes only exist in 


+A Myth, 


name and as for class-hours they do not exist at all, The 
holding of the school depends on the pleasure of the 
teacher whose time is more lucratively occupied in the 
post office of cattle ponnd the work of which is also 
entrusted to him, The teacher’s time is often wasted in 
attendance at Taluka-offices for arrears of pay which is 
withheld for months together. In some cases the schools are 
separated from one another by the distance of a mile only, 
Public examinations are not held nor are the pupils aie 
jected to any proper test, 


The duties of the Educational Inspector (the head of 
the Department) are purely nominal, his attention being 
engrossed hy multifarious engagements, official and other- 
wise. Of the latter is the wearisome occupation of read. 
ing vociferously to the Vazir the daily newspapers at his 
house and of “chapexoning” his son. To put the matter 
briefly, the Vazir has made no serious attempt to introduce 
education into the State, The fantastic number of his 
schools requires no refutation, The most advanced division 
in Sind with a population larger and more prosperous than 
that of the whole State cannot show an educational progress 
approaching it, His empty vaunt as regards his educational 
zeal is contradicted by the fact tht the only two 
English schools in the State are miserably subsidized by 
him. Their existence was entirely ignored when they 
were in n precatious State, but as in the ease of the carpet 
manufactory, the Vazir officiously came forward with a 
paltry grant, and without disclosing the amount, pompously 
informed the British authorities that these, Schools were 
maintained on the gvant-in-aid codesystem. The disqualify- 
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ing guilt of these two schoolsis that they owe thelr existence 
to private endeavour. Meanwhile, the State money is 
culpably wasted on the support of schools, the existence of 
which is an unmitigated sham. In Khairpur itself, tho 
capital, there is no school adequately equipped with efficient 
teachers or even the elementary appliances of a Lourth-rate 
school in British territory. His boasted 142 schools have 
not turned out a single individual who has passed the 
Public Service Test or been found fit for any responsible 
State employment. The Ldueational Department has 
changed six Inspectors within seven years. Three of 
them were forcigners, and it is difficult to imagine how 
they carried on the work of inspection and supervision 
when they were ignorant of the language taught in the 
schools, 


Another Deln- 
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THE, TECHNICAL SCHOOL. 





This institution was started in the first year ol the 
Vauir’s Administration from finds left by the Inte Ruler, 
and it vequires a bold metaphor to deseribe it as a techmi- 
cal school, Tt is really a miscellaneous workshop where 
the State furniture and building appliances ave erudoly 
manufactured. The pupils are really workboys paid by 
the State. They reccive no regular or praduated course 
of instruction but are promiscuously employed on various 
kinds of manual work, The teachers are rendered useless 
by reason of their being required to be occupied with the 
making of articles for the State ond not devoting their 
time to the training of boys, No examinations ave 
held. Each of these pupils receives a monthly stipend 
officially misnamed scholarship ranging from Re. 1 to 
Rs. 7. Thenecessity of a systematic and methodical course 
of instruction was pointed out by Dr. Thomson in his 
report when deputed to inspect the industrial schools of 
Sind, including that of Khairpw. The Vazir promised 
officially lo carry out his recommendations but they have 
not becn acted upon yot, 


This school, which is professedly supported by the 
ryot and was established for the benefit of his childven, is 
monopolized by the Khairpuris and Shikarpuris. The 
time of the boys in this school is spent frivolously in pas- 
times and exercises which have nothing to do with techni- 
cal training. 
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CONDITION OF THE CULTIVATOR AND THM 
FINANCES. 


At this juncture, when the problem of the land ree 
venue and assessment looms so largely in the public atieus 
tion, a review of the oppressive revenue Syston. ol Khair- 
pur will throw a striking sidelight on Lord Crrzon # 
memorable minute on this vital subject, The case of 
Khairpur is perhaps singular in the: tyranny of the 
State demand, because here itis aggravated by the im- 
position of taxes and requisitions which find no precedent, 
to the best of the writer's knowledge, in any other Native A ty comnalle 
State. Foy the ryot’s condition presents verily a’ dismal ‘ : 
aspect—a circumstance the more lamentable beenuse the 
Vazir was expressly lent for the purpose of abating his 
burden. The ryot’s lot was terrible enough in the old 
régime, but the Jaziv’s cruel ambition to manifest a rising 
revenue has filled to the brim the cup of his misery, 

The last state ofthe ryot is worse than thofirst, Hehas rho pyot 
exchanged the ignorant laxity of the late reign for the 
scientific and enlightened despotism of the Vazir, to whom 
appeals aro futile, because any mitigation of the ryot’s 
condition would reduce the ammunl income and thereb 
curtail his Administration of its most flattering testimonial, 
Driven to despair, the over-burdened ryot did bestir 
himself to get his grievances redressed, but his eflorts wore 
frustrated by the culpable interventionof the Vazir, The 
blame of this tyranny caunot be placed at the door of His 
Highness, whose generous heart, it is but just to state, 49 me helplessness, 
ever reudy to respond to the appeals of his subjects, ‘Che 
poverty of the ryot was accentuated by Myr. Chandanani, 
to, which he ascribed the inefficient cultivation of the soil 
and the lack of agricultural enterprise. Tho result of the 
Vazir’s policy has been to discourage cultivation soscriously 
that the people have begun to leave the State to settle in 
British territory and till the soil there under more anapi- 
cious circumstances, 

To revert to the condition of tho cultivator. Tis 
right of occupancy is very precarious, No matter how 
ancient his title, he is liable to be ovicted in favour of 
another who has secured the goodwill of the Vaziv or of 
his subordinates, This fact is too notorious to require 


‘His hardships, 


44 


illustration. His. proprictary rights: are uot safeguarded 
and, in the absence of « regular code of laws regulating 
the devolution and transfer of property, the revenue 
authorities have absolutely in theix hands the disposition 
of claims to immoveeble property and interests therein, 
This evil. might have. beon reduced, if there was a 
competent and impartial judiciary to which the ryots could 
appeal for proper adjudication of their rights, The 
shadowy protection of tho “courts vanishes altogether 
if his claim in any way conflicts with that of the State. 
His personal rights fare no better, The poor xyot is 
constantly harassed with bodily punishments and violences 
atthe hands of the official myrmidons, The worstoffenders 
in this respect are the Thanedars and the Amaldurs, who, 
at the collection of Butta’ employ inquisitorial methods, 
including the.whipping, of the cultivators by pinioning 
them to trees, 


So mucl: for official persecution. The vexationgs of 
the cultivator at the hands of the powerful ctc., form 
no small part of his misery, The . limits of this work 
will not admit of detailed illustration, But the misdeeds 
of Gul Bahar, Khan Mahomed, Chechro and Khanchand 
will afford proof as to how officials can perpetrate the most 
iniquitous offence in secure defiances of the law. 


This insecurity of person and property is aggravated 
by his subjection to exactions whose name is verily legion, 

he cultivator is not master of his time, labour or produce. 
No matter how urgently his labour may be required for: 
his own crop, he is liable to be impressed for State work 
at any time without yemuneration, This form of forced 
labour is locally known as Chher. Thus the ryotis required 
to cut jungle for the pahas (rides) for miles and miles, to 
clear the line of canal ‘alignment, and do other incidental 
work, There have been occasions when the ryot has had to 
repeat this labour more than oncesby‘reasoni of the caprici- 
ous alignment laid by the Vazir having had to be altered. 
He has to accompany the canal surveyors and give them 
labour free of cost, This service may consist in the clearance 
of the jungle on the banks of the canals and of the removal 
of the silt therefrom. He is also required to build and 
keep in repair katcha bridges on voads and canals and. to 
maintain in a state of-efficiency the protective bunds and 
to dig larg~ minors. The Stute roads tre constructed by ~ 
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him on ¢rifling payment. But the most intolerable 
‘infliction is his liability to provide for the comfort of the 
numerous touring officials of the State. These tours do 
not take place during a fixed season, as in British Territory, 
but are continual, so that some State official or other is 
quartered upon him without any respite throughout the 
year. ‘The following officials make an interminable round 
iof tours from one end of the year to the other:— 


1. Peshkar-Vazir 12. Forest Officer. 
2. Revenue Secretary © 18, Foresters: 
3, Mukbtiarkars, 14, Educational Inspector. 
4, Naib Mukhtiarkars, 15. Abkari Inspector, 
5. Head: Munshi, . 16. Salt Inspector, 
6. ° Kardars, 17, Test Measurement Off. 
7. Tapedars and Zabits. cer, 
8, Nazim of Police. ° 18. Public Works Secretary, 
9. Inspector-of Police. 19, Engineer. 

10. Subedar of Police 20, Surveyors, 

11,. damadar of Police. ete, ete, 


At the time of the Danabandi and the Batiai, he has 
to provide for rene anumber of other officigls. — Very 
often these officials come, one after another, in‘ such 
quick succession that the ryot has to support simultane- 
ously several of them together. Instances are not unusual 
when the ryots, as a temporary refuge from the harassing 
invasion of officials, abandon their homesteads and withdraw 
to the jungles with their cattle, The ryots have to dance 
attendance upon them, supply them with charpoys, jars, 
fuel and hay, repair the camping ground and help to pnt 
up the tents, dandhis (huts) abd ollahs, water hat ay 
and night in summer and keep them warm in winter by 
burning fires before them. 


The ryot has also to assist the Police in the detection 
of offences and accompany them for days together at his 
own cost, refusal to assist any of the State officials being 
punished very severely. This hardship is proportionately 
heavier when the Vazir and hisattendants tour or makewhat 
ig practically an ostentatious progress: through the State, 
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This hardly leaves the ryot him time to pursue his 
avoeations, and he has already begun to emigrate (o British 
Territory. 

The extortionate system of land revenue will now 
be deseribel, The worst shortcomings of Native rule 
are perpetrated here in their integrity, and the State may 
claim anodtous pre-eminence in tla it still enforces harba- 


Tand Revenue Yous taxes wud impositions, The arbitrary exercise of power 


Syalom, 
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charactenstic of the other branches of State scrvies, hore 
becomes positive tyrauny, There is here neither a2 
permanent nor a temporary settlanent. Theoretically the 
State is entitled toa share in kind, Butas a matter of 
practice this form of recovery is so Lrequently violated and 
the State demand rewlized im specie that the ryot is under 
constant apprehension as to how it will he recovered when 
his crop matures, ‘The local term for the recovery of the 
State due in kind is Baitai, Danabandi is the estimate 
of the quantity of grain likely to be harvested from a 
field determined by mere sight. Both are conspicuons for 
their tyranny, but of the two the latter is certainly the 
worse. ‘These two modes are annually manipulated to 
extorta larger demand lrom the impoverished ryot. The 
State share amounts to 50 percent of the gross produce, 
in the recovery of which, irrespective of the season, he is 
shown no mitigation. The remuining hall share is burdened 
with the Sowear’s debi, who exacts fron him usurious 
interest for loans made before the crops are mature, Out 
of this attenuated share the ryob has to find the seed for 
the next year and the wherewithal to repay the Tohavi, to 
maintain himecl!, his cattle, etc, 


The harvest is not gathered before the Battat and the 
Danabandi operations are concluded, and the State due 
liquidated. This dolay increases hisliabilitios to the Bunya 
and the larger proportion of his produce being thus absorbed 
by the State, the Bunya, the officials, etc., very little is left 
to satisfy the demand of the Zamindar, who is just as poor 
and powerless as the ryot, aud compelled to supplement 
the ryot’s meagre contribution by cultivation on his own 
account. There are about five Buattaiwallahs for every 
Taluka, each of whom takes about a month and a half to 
two months to finish his work. Whilst the crop is standing, 
no kharby (grass) is allowed to beremoved to feed the 
Imtlocks, under heavy penalties of imprisonment and fine. 
These grievances, though uot so acticin the old régime, 
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were tempered by the ample mercy of the ryot_not being 
requisitioned to supply the demands of an endless cycle 
of touring officials, At times, ho supplies them with 
cooking utensils and not unfrequently with rations without 


payment. ° 

When the Battai and Danabandi operations are 
completed the ryot is compelled to convey the State share 
of grain to the State granaries on littleor no payment, In 
this respect the fate of the indigo planter calls for most 
commiseration. He has to carry the State demand 
from the farthest corner of Mirwah to the headquarters at 
Khairpur at his own cost, andhe is prohibited from placing 
his own stock on the market before the State sharo is 
disposed of, This is not all, The ryotcan in no way deal with 
his crop, even if the market rates are favowrable, until the 
Battaiwallah at his convenience has fixed the State due. 
But the most tyrannous part of the system is that the 
ryot never knows what form of recovery will be enforced 
in any year. This entirely deponds upon the aspect of the 
market. When the rates are favourable tho State demand 
is Paronelx exacted in kind, but if tho prices are low it 
is arbitrarily commuted into cash and a monoy equivalent 
recovered from the ryot far in excess of what the Stato 
share would realise at the existing market. 

The Danabandi system has the additional ageravation 
that the State demand is assessed upon a capricious 
calculation by sight of the quantily likely to bo veapad, 
exposing the ryot to the double loss of an oxaggerated 
estimate and the off-hand determination of its inoney 
equivalent. In the old régime land newly brought mder 
cultivation enjoyed special oxemptions from Buti for some 
years, but now from the very first year the full penalty is 
exacted. This retrograde change will in itself show (hat 
the Vazir’s zeal is concerned more with manifesting a larger 
aréa of imaginary acres brought under cultivation, as 
proved hereafter, than in imparting a real encouragement 
to cultivation. 


Danabnndi 
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TAXES. 


The first of the obnoxious taxes is Hakabo, or water 
cess Which is charged at the rate of 8 annay per acre not 
only on canal invigation but also on Dhunds (natural river 
channels), For this imposition there is no justifica- 
tion whatever, because theso dhunds are neither main- 
tained by the Srrigational Department nor is any expense 
incurred in connection with them. The injustice of this 
tax is accentuated by the fact that these channols require 
two to three water-wheels at different stages to conduct 
the water to the fields, The levy of this tax even on 
lands irrigated by canals is destitute of justification. The 
object of the tax is to maintain the canals in a state of 
efliciency which the ryot is compelled to do by annually 
supplying his labour towards their clearance gratuitously 
not to refor to the heavy assessment which ho pays. 


Another iniquitous impost is the Zjara or Octroi duty. 
This is levied alike in towns and villages, and is a 
specimen of the Vazir’s unfeeling injustice against 
the helpless ryot, The Vazir’s British service ought to 
have at least taught him that this duty can only be justified 
where large towns exist requiring the provision of civil 
comforts and works, such as dyainage, waterworks, sanitary 
improvements, otc. The Khairpur towns and villages are 
innocent of these, Some of the villages consist of two ox three 
huts only. There is not anccessity of life on which the 
above duty is not levied, Even marriages are penalised, 
on each of which tho Jara farmer imposes a taxation of 
Re. 1 ; whilst liquor and coal and jewellery are privileged 
from gara, The Vazir’s fatherly solicitude for the ryot 
manifests ilself again by its imposition on agricultural 
implements, and his zeal for education (whereol the 142 
schools are the monumental: proof) by its infliction on ink, 
paper, and books. The owWner of gardens within the 

unicipal limits of Khairpur has to pay vara oven if he 
sells his fruit locally, The duty itself 18 arbitrarily levied. 
The duty is levicd for the first time when the article is 
introduced into a village. A similar penalty ia exacted for 
it when it enters another, and soon ad infinitum. A duty is 
also paid on it ifitreturns to its starting point. During the 
first five years of the Vazir’s administration the system of 
Hara was even worse, and theryot of Khairpur remembers 
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‘with gratitude the kindly interposition of tho N,-W. Railway 
authorities and the Political Agent, who brought about 
a mitigation of this oppressive tax. 


The enlightened Vaziy has perpetuated the Mathakt, 
a most odious tax on the earnings of artificers and_handi- 
craftsmen. The retention of this tax stamps the Khairpur 
State as the most backward State in the whole Prosidency. 
Where is the equity of exempting the wealthy money- 
lenders, merchants, and Hindu goldsmiths, and inflictin, 
this oppressive and barbarous impost on the overburdenc 
carpenter, weaver, cobbler, and fisherman? No principles 
guide the imposition of this tax. It is immaterial whether 
the person taxed actitally plies the craft or not, provided 
only some ancestor of his was in the trade. The incidence 
of the tax is capriciously cruel, The contractors and State 
officials enjoy absolute freedom from any taxation on their 
income, while this relic of barbarism is wruug_heartlessly 
from the wretched pittance of the poor ryot. This ia the 
enlightened administration of the Vazir. 


Mention has been made elsewhere of the difficulty of 
bringing grievances to the notice of the authorities, Sov- 
eral impediments have to be overcomo before the Vaxir, 
the fountain of justice, is reached. There is the petition 
to be written atan exorbitant fee, The document is then 
brought to the Vazir's office, where the peon claimshis por- 
quisite before it can be presented to the Vazir, ‘The petition 
is now started on its long sige The Head Munshi, after 
a cursory perusal before the Vazir, forwards it to the 
Peshkar or Revenue Secretary for disposal, who in his turn 
transmits it to the Mukhtiarkhar. He sends it to the 
next link in the chain of inquiry, the Naib Mukhtiarkay, 
who passes it on to the illiterate Kardar or Tapedar, This 
functionary eventually despatches his sowar,kotar ov chow~ 
kidar to make inquiry. It is not difficult to speculate what 
this inquiry is likely to prove, It sometimes involves 
delicate questions of right, The inquiring sowar or 
chowkidar solves the Gordian knot by an appeal to the 
local Wadera or Mubhi, ov, if he is venal, submits a report 
in support of the petitioner's prayor without any enquiry. 
This inquiry or report generally takes up six monte, 
during which the petitioner has to spend money to buy off 
quite s number of persons, Tho result of the investigation 
is returned through the channel whonce the petition came, 
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‘without any check or investigation, until it reaches the 
Vazir who puts his fateful signature in confirmation of 
the whole proceedings. 
: Such is the intolerable fate of the ryot, and such the 
ats oppressed means employed by the Vazir to enhance the revenue of 
aes the State, The figures of that revenue are steeped in the 
tears of the ryot, but what do tho sufferings of the cultivator 
matter to Mr, Kadirdad, provided in his Annual Admini. 
stration Reports, he can adduco the triumphant proof of. 
progressive revenue, as the best tost of his successful 
Administration? ‘The mode in which that revenue jy 
collected is one of the saddest chapters in the melancholy 
annals of the Indian ryot. Cut off from the civilized 
world, ignorant and illiterate, with nobody to 
advocate his cause, the Khairpur ryot. patiently submits 
to his tyrannous yoke, having learned by bitter 
experience that any attempt to ameliorate his condition 
or even to ventilate his grievances is sure to involve .’ 
him in further calamity. ‘The Vazir, and the Vazir alone 
is responsible for this unrelieved picture of despondency 
and wretchedness, The noble impulses of the Ruler would 
promptly provide redress for the ryot’s sufferings if ‘the 
azir would but properly represent them to him. But itis 
he who like Cerberus sits at the threshold of THis Highness’ 
door, Had he but served the ryot with half the zeal with 
which he has cultivated his self-interest by persistent 
appeals for promotions and rewards, a great deal of the 
despotism of his rule might have been condoned. 
The express purpose of the loan of his services to the State 
was to improve the lot of the ryot. But how has he 
executed this commission ? He has stricken him. to the 
earth by crucl taxes, requisitions and an oppressive system 
of land revenue. : : 
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For the purposes of the criticism contained in this 
chapter, the Vazir's own statistics and figures wll be 
assumed to be accurate. 

There can be-no doubt that, if these did not betoken 
hardships and oppression, they would not only atone for a 
great many of the shortcomings of his administration but 
justly entitle him to praise. But unfortunately, a terrible 
tale of extortionate revenue hangs by them. The Vazir’s 
vigilance in shutting off the avenues of publicity deserves 
tobe congratulated for the very successful manner in 
which he has screened off his heavy exactions from the oye 
of the British official. The following observations will be 
principally directed against the Vazir's self-glorifying 
averment that the increase in the revenues of the State is 
due to enhanced cultivation. They will also afford lamen- 
table proof that this enhancement has been brought about 
by piling on the sheen rvyot, the agony of unheard-of 
requisitions, The elementary financial requirement of the 
preparation of the Annual Budget is neglected. No 
estimate whatever of the probable receipts and disbursements 
is made either for the whole State or any of the 
departments, Accordingly, neither he nor the Depart- 
ments know up to what limit they can spend or what 
improvements they can undertake, The resulé is on 
uusystematic expenditure of money, amually resulting 
in a dwindling Treasury in the closing months of the 
financial year, not to refer to other losses incurred thereby 
to the State. 

Secondly, the expenditure of the different departments 
ia grossly disproportionate, Whilst 24 lakhs was stuns in the 

reposterous canalsand other projects of the Vazir, the very 
deficient sum of Rs. 21,761 was devoted to the Judicial 
department (including jails) which imperatively requires 
thorough overhauling, Thirdly,the Accounts Departinent 
is not-properly organised. The head of this Department 
officially designated Mutsadi, or “ Accountant-Generel,” 
is a man of no experience ‘and education, His im. 
mediate assistants are favourites of the Vazir, and, as 
pointed out elsewhere, some of the most venal and corrupt 
officials in the whole State. ‘The system of checking antl 
auditing accounts adopted in British Tervitory does not 
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‘exist, despite the Vazir’s official assurances to the contrary, 
and the frequent arbitrary interferences of the Vazir very 
often tend to dislocate the already lax arrangements of 
this Department. Asa result of the centralised policy 
of theeVazir, the heads of the various departments are not 
consulted in the matter of expenditure, everything being 
controlled by the personal capri¢e of the Vazir, He will 
spendimpetuously large sums on useless objects but with- 
hold them from the most pressing needs. These {mportant 
omisyions act disnstrously upon the sinking finances at the 
end of the official year, when the Vazir gives ample rcomand. 
verge enough to all his resourcefulness to parade before 
the British authorities in his Administration Reports an. 
overflowing balance. 

‘The recovery of the Takavi advances is then hurried on 
Rovenue Deviees, With merciless rigour and alacrity. The Batéat assessment, 
is promptly augmented and realised at once from the 
helpless cultivator. This is a common instance of whatis, 
done, When the crops are still standing, if the Vazir 
apprehends a falling-off in the rates of the grain, he 
deputes his minions to the Talukas who arbitrarily (b 
sight alone) fix the quantity of grain (Danabandi) which 
the ne estimate is likely to be harvested from 
field. The State is theoretically entitled only toa 
share in kind, but the Danabandi gp a a under the: 
instructions of the Vazir, who fixes a tyrannova rate, 
extort from the ryot the value in cash of the State due, 
The Amaldar is usually a person of no charncter or 
integrity, and as he understands the real object of his mis- 
sion—which is to increase the Revenue—he makes an 
extravagant estimate of the crop, The cultivator thereby 
sustains a-double loss: the loss caused by an exorbitant, 
calculation of his crop and the loss of having to pay a .’; 
higher equivalent in money to the State than his crop 
would fetch in the market. But, if the market’ prices 
promise to be high, the State share is recovered in kind. 
By reason of this oppressive practice; the Vazir is invaria- 
bly assured of an increasing Jand revenue, ‘This: source 
of income is reinforced by. the iniquitous taxes. and. ye", 
quisitions enumerated in “lhe Condition of the Cultivator.”” 
‘This leads to the most. serious count against the financial 
figures of the. Vazir, His boastful claim that extended 
cultivation has prospered the Revenue of the State now 
reniains to be considered, 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE AREA CULTIVATED AND THM ReveNvE 
DERIVED FROM IT. 


(The highest total Ravenue of the State from all souseos is Rs, 12,560,000.) 





Yuan, 1894-95 1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1998-99 1899-00 1000-01 


Acres, -Aores, Acres. Acres, Acres, Acros, Acros, 
Cultivated Aren «.. 122,402 98,033. 116,895 146,105 121,049 188,624 eet 


0,0 
182,066 
Increase of ae 
cd. it 
the pear 1894.98 oe we one 22,704 ake 11,428 = 10,205 


Decrease of area 
compared with 
the year 1894-95 24,868 7,006 tae 752 ty oe 


Land . revenue of 
the State (Jagirs Re. Ra, Ra. Ra, Rs, Ra, Rea, 
included) ws 682,165 7,24,767 949,219 8,098,189 9,42,881 9,87,047 9,64,011 


Tnoreage in the Land 
Revenue: com- 
pared with the 
yoar 1894-95 .,. an 42,002 2,567,054 2,16,974 2,60,210 3,04,882 2,792,746 


Tnerease per cen= 
tage in the 
Land Revenue... «. 624 87:84 31:06 = BB1d. | 4b09 i 
nena sesnnameonnenrerantt ennstrrunstnr en eennsnenatmisensntesrmianusth 


Notp—A comparison betweon tho figures of 1804.95 nnd 1900-01 has not beon instituted 
‘because in that year the British Government transferred to tho stato Autoha \nnd ovor 60,000 nores 
in area. most of which fa cultivable, Besides, secording to the torme of tho tranafor, the State fa bound 
to preserve the anme fixed cnsh assessment that was paid by tho ocoupanta of thaso Katvhae to tho 
British Govornmont, Hencu these lands did not come under the oporation of tho Vazlt's Zaccai and 
Danabandt system, 


-, The above conspectus of figures discloses in all 
its bitterness the tyranny ofthe State demand in Khairpux, 
Regarded. superficially, they support the Vazir’s boast a tyrnnous 
that the rise in the Revenue procceds from the soil. Buy tomand, 
there the boast ends, and the rest is a relentless picture of 
despotism, This will be clear from the following obser- 
vations, which it is hoped will demonstrate beyond «. shaclow 
of doubt that the revenue tax in tho Khairpuwr Stute has 


A Taw statistics, 
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now been strained up to a pitch which may be adequately 
desevibed as a condition of despair. The true sun of the 
formidable tyranny 10 which tho Vaszir has subjected the 
ryot will be appreciated when it is borne in mind that it 
was tke severity of the State claim which had roused the 
generous impulses of the British Government when it 
decided to lend the services of the Vazir to the State, 


The misfortune is that the roseale accounts of the 
ryot’s prosperity have deceived the British authorities com. 
pletely. ‘The most cursory enquiry into the matter will 
satisfy them as to the accuracy of this description. The 
highest total Revenue of the State yet reached from all 
sources is Rs, 12,50,000 (124 laks) of which the land con. 
stitutes the main item. From the above statement it will be 
seen that at theend of the first year (1804-05) of the Vaziv’s 
administration, before tho Vazir had yot had time to 
bring his new administrative policy to bear, 122,401 acres 
of land were cultivated in the State, which produced 
a revenue of Rs, 6,82,165. 


In the next year (1895-96) the cultivated area had 
fallen to 98,033 acres but the revenne realised therefrom 
had amazingly increased to Rs, 7,24,767, indicating on 
inerease of Rs. 6.24: per cont. as compared with the previons 
year, notwithstanding the deficiency of 24,868 acres in the 
area cultivated. The year 1896-97 was ayain marked by 
a diminution of 7,006 acres in the area cultivated, but tha 
rise in the revenue was sustained, Tho difference of 
Rs, 2,57,064 calculates an enhanced percentage of 87.84, 


The year 1898-99 again showed a reduction in the 
area cultivated. It will be noted, however, there was no 
corresponding decrease in the revenue, which, on the con- 
trary, rose by Rs, 2,60,216, representing an increase of 
38°14 per cent, 


Tn the two years 1897-98 and 1899-00 there was 
an inorease of cultivated arca—22,704 and 11,428 acres 
respectively, The revenue derived was Re, 8,98,139 and 
Rs. 9,87,047. These increases in the revenue were out of all 
proportion to the increases in the cultivated area, In the 
former year the cultivated area rose by 18°54 per cont. but 
the increase in the revenue was 81°66 per cent. ; in the 
latter, the cultivated arca increased by 9°38 per cent. but 
the revenne was augmented by 44°69 per cont, 


55 


The astonishing increase in the Revenue in the year ae 
1895-96, in spite of a large falling-off inthe cultivated area, ae surprising 
did not fail to attract the attention of Government. The 
called upon the Vazir foran explanation, and he submitted 
a misleading one. He attempted to show that the area 
under cultivation was incorrectly manifested and cafetully 
suppressed the fact that the increase proceeded from the 
State share being extortionately realised. 

The figures could not but be accurate because the 
same system of measurement was employed in 1894-95 as 
in 1895-96 ; nor does his explanation consist with the fact 
that in the year 1894-95 the river inundation was a very 
high one and a larger area was in consequence thercol 
brought under cultivation, while in the year 1895-96 it 
was one of the lowest on record and the area under cultiva- 
tion was necessarily less, 

One fact stands out in bold velief—the Land Revenue 
of the State has not been increased by extended cultiva- 
tion but by a larger demand being exacted from the 
impoverished ryot annually. Whether the season be 
good or bad, the measure by which his indigonce has 
been raised will be apparent from tho fact that the 
revenue taxation has already risen by 44°69 per cont. as 
compared with the first year of the Vazir's administration, 
His economic resources are completely exhausted and as 
pointed out by Mr. Chandanani he has no energy and 
means left to carry on cultivation, Rather than till the 
soil under such rumous hardships, he emigrates regularly 
fora part of the year into British Territory, whero he 
earns his livelihood by employing himself on canal worl, 
Some of the ryots have, as: already stated before, 
abandoned their ancestral ficlds and homes and settled in 
British Territory. For the cure of his inveterate grievances 

no panacea can be recommended. But a great deal 
of this oppression might have been averted if the 
Vazir, oblivious of his ambition to flumt before the 
Government an annually rising revere, had acceded Pahaheveil 
to the prayer of the Punchayais, who petitioned or the nie 
system of cash assessment prevailing in Sind. Tho 
experiment was once tried in the year 1895-96 with vory 
encouraging results, The effect upou cultivation was 
immediately apparent. Indeed, the Vazir, at tho line, 
acknowledged the superiority of the system to which he 
promised to give a proper iial, Since then, however, he 


ahlp, 


Takavi Hard. 
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has preserved a tiasterly reticence on the subject, because 
at the time that he pronounced this opinion he had 
probably not estimated that the inclastie system of a fixed 
cash payment would not afford the same scope for 
manipulation as the Baitai and Danabandi, whereby to 
recover an yearly increasing revenuc. He has now oxtend- 
ed Danabandi to places it did not apply before, 


Tho above reasoning acquires additional force by » 
consideration of the other items of the annual income, 
They also reverl tho same tyranny. The writer has 
stated that the Vazir employs many devices to 
artificially raise the revenue. A. detailed enumoration of 
these is wnnecessary because the arguments alrendy 
advanced, the writer trusts, have sufficiently pulverised the 
inane pretension of the Vazir that extended cultivation 
has increased the State revenue. One of these devices 
however, requires narration because it illustrates the 
inquisitorial methods adopted. 


The average of the Takavi recoveries for the six 
year's 1894-1900 was Rs, 28,000 per year, At the end of 
the last official year (1900-01), by the exercise of a des- 
potism unprecedented elsewhere in India, it was forced up 
to Rs. 66,937, This requires an oxplanation. Towards the 
close of the financial year, the balance in tho State treasury 
was low, and, to oxhibit in tho Adininistration Report a 
large surplus on the 81st March, tho Takayi advances wore 
recovered prematurely and hurriedly. No arrears wero 
owing except Rs, 38,898 acvanced in the previous year 
The ryots were not prepared to repay the Takavi, bocanseit 
wasnotdue, Secondly the year was one of grontagricultural 
depression, as also the previous year, from the effects of 
which they they had not yct recovercd. Harsh and even 
crnel measures were adopted against them, onc common 
form of torture having been to tie them to trees and beat 
them. Itmay bo here noted that ‘Takavi advances in 
British Territory are not recovered asa rule before ton years, 
The ryots, to escape this persecution, wore compelled to 
dispose of their present crop and even to mortgage the 
future. This is clear from the Vazir’s own figures, The 
Takavi recoveries in 1900-01 amounted to Rs. 66,937-6-4, 
wherens the amount advanced in the previous year was only 
Rs, 32,898. No other past arrears were due. This twofold 
excess in the recoveries is inexplicable on any other 
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hypothesis than thet the Takavi advances made for 
1900-01 were prematurcly resumed. 


Another common artifice to show a bogus increase in 
the revenue is the suspension of the salaries and other 
payments for the months immediately preceding the end 
of the financial year. This part of the yenr is also marked 
by dismissals, reductions and other devices. 

The writer will now revert to the aforesaid increase 
of 11,428 acves of cultivated land in 1899-1900. These 
figures ave pregnant with mystery. Ifthis slender amount 
of land is the total area reclaimed by the then constructed 
120 miles of the Vazir's new canals, what indeed has 
become of the enormous tracts—more that 50,000 
acres—released since 1894 by the disforested shikargahs 
situated on the river and canal banks? Of a truth 
they have vanished from the face of the earth. Do those 
11,423 acres represent them in any way ? What indeed 
has become of the hatcha lands (Keti Mohar, Koti 
Unar and Keti Morio) made over to the State by the 
British Government before the year 1898? Where ave 
the fresh areas irrigated by the new canals and the 


newly constructed and renovated wells ? Will tho, 


Vazir explain, after deducting the above, what area has 
been actually reclaimed to cultivation by his 120 miles of 
new canals ? The unequivocal logic of theso unimpeach- 
able facts points to one conclusion, 

_ That conclusion is that Jand’ cultivation, far from 
being | extended, has been ruinously reduced by the 
Vazir’s amateur canals and other irrigational schomes. 
The statement that irrigational extension of the State has 
brought an actual loss of arca may appear paradoxi- 
cal, The demonstrativeness of the above figures 
requires, however, no explanation, and dispenses with the 
necessity of embarking on a serious refutation of the 
Vazir’s empty parade that the increnso of the State 
Revenuo has becn induced by extended cultivation, The 
figures of 1899-1900 have been taken ag the basis of the 
above observations, because the State was the recipiont of a 
windfall in the year 1900-01, Tho British Government, 
in exchange for Jand on the Jamvao Canal, assigned to the 
State, river kaichas move than 60,000 acres in aren. Most 
of this Jand is culturable, Now the cultivated avea given 
for the last financial year (1900-01) is 182,006 aeros, 


Mystery, 


Misleading. 


A sad ploture 
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These statistics are highly misleading. The Administra. 
tion Report avoids all mention of the inclusion of the 
kateha area in the above item, This omission may suggest 
that the largo imerease over the previous you was 
produced by the inrigational improvemonts of the Vazir, 


Tf 50,000 acres only of these hatchas avo deducted 
therefrom there remains a balance of 182,866 acres, which 
indicates a decrease of 12,439 acres compared with the 
year 1897-98, when the inundation was high, but when the 
Vazir had not yet carried into execution the Faizwah and 
the Panch Gunj tho two superfluous canals which ap- 
parently have contributed to the abandonment of lands 
formerly cultivated on old canals, That this fatal result 
would be certainly caused by tho construction of new 
canals was predicted by Mr, Chandanani. 


The Vazir's administration needs no other epitaph. 
t bears on its face the image and superscription of failuve 
and prodigal monetary ruin. The suggestive figures 
quoted above point the moral of official incompetence, 
preposterous projects and overweening conceit. This 
enormous loss is the inevitable result of the Vazir's neglect 
and even dofiance of professional advice, This sad picture 
would not be complete without reference to the tyraunously 
forced labour of the Khairpur ryots and the extortionate 
revenue realized from thom. Will the Vazir oxplain why 
he has launched the State into this fearful waste of money 
in executing canals the total Jength of which (150 miles 
in 1901) have produced an actual losaof area Lo cultivation, 
The Vazir's plausible Adininistration Reports do not contain 
even a passing allusion to this logs of money. 


The land Rovenue of the State in 1894-95, the Grst 
year of the Vazir’s administration, was Rs, 6,82,165, At 
the close of the financial year 1899-1900 it. wasks. 9,87,047 
The writer challenges the Vazir to explain how the land 
revenue of the State has been sasuenat from Rs, 6,82,165 
in 1894-95 to Rs. 9,87,047 in 1899-1900, secing that his 
120 miles of new canals, the disforestation of land, the 
constuction of new wells, the renovation of disused ones, 
and ihe acquisition of the three Ketis have added only 
11,423 acres to the cultivated Jand in the State, For this 
only one explanation is possible—namely, that the y‘evenue 
has been extortionately obtained from the cultivator, which 
is apparent from the increasing Reveuns percentages a8 
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compared with the first year of the Vazix’s administration, 
the cultivated area for that year being taken as invariable, 

What therefore remains of the Vazir’s chief credential 
as a successful administrator ? The rise in the Reyanuo is 
stamped with the curse of the ryot. Ingenuity could 
discover no other explanation of the enhancement of the 
revenue than that which is written, as it were, across ils 
front with the tears of the oppressed Khairpuri. The 
British authorities are commended to remember before 
conferring their high praise on the Vazir'’s administration, 
that behind the prosperous revenues of the State there isa 
background of terrible significance With the limited 
information at his disposal the writer has but partially 
yaised the purdah of this truly lamentable subject. But he 
feels confident that he has done enough to warrant a 
searching enquiry into the condition of the ryot and 
the revenue system imposed upon him, 
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“A scheme of irrigation is not a project upon which 
you cfa start quite as expeditiously or as easily... . In the 
first place, the best_arers for the purpose have already 
been utilised. Fresh scheme§ are likely to be less profitable, 
and therefore require more consideration, then their 
predecessors. In the next place, very caroful surveys 
require to be made, levels have to be taken, a stall must 
be got together, an investigation of existing rights has in 
all probability to be undertaken"—Lord Curzon, 


“There is no survey settlement carried out in the 
axtecrinion oF Stnte, There are therefore no data to show the lands 
under fallow or virgin soil for which water is required, 
This point unfortunately hag been lost sight of anda 
project for a new canal which should at least bring 
300,000 acres of virgin soil under operation has been drawn 
up. No one yet knows wherethis virgin soi! can be found. 
Hiveryone is however sure that a little of this land can 
hardly be found in the State, 


The State Engineer on being questioned simply 
states that the width of the proposed canal was fixed 
arbitrarily in consultation with the Vaziv, Much of m 
time and travelling has been confined to elucidate this 
important point,..[nquiries personal and written made 
from the Mukhtiarkers, Tapedars, and experienced 
Zamindars show the following result :— 





Fit for fallow Tit for wheel 
Khuairpur Taluka 1,058 6,278 
Mirwah ‘Saluka 
(inoluding Veho) 7,650 7,060 
8,708 18,828 = 22,025 acres, 


This will require a canal to irrigate 7,000 or 8,090 
acres only. Every Zamindar whom I personally consulted 
is of opinion that if the water supply is increased to an 
extent that it will be equal to that during the last season 
(1897-98) there is no further want. ‘The last season 


supply would never necessitate a canal of such dimensions. 


Wake” aacdk The Vazir informs me that his calculations were . 
-euanya, roughly based on the assumption that one-fourth of the 
total area of the Stata could be brought under cultivation. 
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In no Collectorate in Sind has this proportion beon yet 
reached and the circumstances of this State arc, moreover, 
particularly unfavourable to reach this limit. 

The total area of this State being 6,109 ane miles, 
‘its one-fourth would yvepresent nearly ten lakhs of acres 
under cultivation, Howevor the area, of sandy deserts 
and sandhills in Nara and west of Khairpur and Mirwah 
Talukahs is about five thousand square miles and the area 
in the Gambat, Taluka near Abul and on its west is 580 
square miles leaving only about 529 square miles or 34 
lakhs of area tobe watered by Mirwah and the new 
designed canal. From this it is to be deducted the sites 
of villages, moharis, sandy portions, poor soil, and the area 
of over two lakhs acres already under operation of Mirwah 
and the balance will not befar from what my inquiry has 
Jed mo to take into consideration. 

Nothing has been stated showing the uccessity for 
such a large canal beyond a vague statement to incroase 
cultivation. Where this increase is required or where 
along the line of the new canal cultivable land is available 
is nowhere shown, No exact arcu is available to determine 
the size of the canal, The best information available 
shows that a canal of such dimensions is not required at 


present,” 
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* The alignmont of Mirwah itself is very oxcellent, 
and the canal with its feeder Sathio should be resectioned ag 
A negleotel per accompanying list of bedwidths and bedslopes marked 
advion on the longitudinal section, If the work is carefully 
carried out and an arrangement for looking to its future 
conservancy kept up, the increase in ihe cultivation will 
be 25,000 to 30,000 acres bringing about a lakh of acres 
of virgin soil under operation. The resectioning of these 
canals is a necessary work and must precede every other, 


The only large plot which will remain uncommanded 
( by the waters of the Mirwah) will be that to the South 
and, West of Tando Masti.This land is high and portions 
of it were uscd for extracting salt which has been aband- 
oned for many years but a greater portion of this ares 
can grow rice cultivation if flow supply is led to it, This 
can easily be done by widening the present Gowarwah to 
16 feet bedwidth and straightening and widening a portion 
of Bhogar and then taking the new canal along the present 
ine beyond the Diora to reach the highlands ‘near Tando 

asti. 


The bedslope of this canal should bo 9 inches per mile, 
its length 104 miles, and rough cost Rw, 50,000 only, irriga- 
ting 12,000 acres, I would however doprocaie a new 
large canal, 


The State of Mirwah banks is so bad at present that 
unless they are relieved of their spoil carth which is purely 
sand, the canal is sure to collapse one day. lt will bea pity 
to see such a fine canal with the best alignment available in 
the whole State having to be abandoned for the enormous 
expense it will then require to improveit. The clearance 
sand is heaped up so badly on its banks that portions of 
it are every day falling into it and giving rise to the 
necessity for its being cleared every year raising its bed 
in some places and silting the canal above them. The 
work of removing these high spoil banks must be taken 
in hand at once, the bed brought to a uniform slope and 
to the required width, when it will ccaso to require 
clearance, 
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Opportunity should be taken to measure the capal 
exactly, fix mile pillars along its banks which will serve 
as bench marks, and fix bed and tally stones, and the 
State cannot do worse than to leave this mgent work 
behind"—-P. 2. Chandanani. ‘. 

The above observations were made in connection 
with a crude ill-desigued project which the Vazir was 
prevented from carrying into execution by the very plain- 
spoken warning of Mr. P. P, Chandanani, Executive 
Engineer and an experienced irrigational ee whose 
services were lent to the State by the British Government 
to advise upon it, This gentleman also warned him against 
embarking the State on the construction of new canals be- 
cause the irrigational wants of the State were amply provid- 
ed for by the existing system of canals. THe strongly 
deprecated the construction of a new canal, and advised the 
improvement of the old ones, specially the Mirwah running 
through the greater part of the Territory and having the 
best alignment available inthe whole State, pointing out at 
the same time that the postponement of this work would 
lead to the ruin and abandonment of this fine canal, 


Ln spite of this warning, afew months alter, the ae Obst{nateconectt. 


careless of the limited resources of the State and mindfu 
of his own personal aggrandisement, started the construction 
of a new canal following an alignment but little dillerent 
from the one expressly condemned by My, Chandanani, and 
with vesults which singularly confirm his engincering fove- 
sight, The statement that the new canal has beon excavated 
by the Vazir in order that thereby his administration may 
appeal to the official imagination is strongly borne out by 
the Vazir's pertinaciously proceeding with the exceution 
of new canals in disregard of Mr, Chandanani’s insistent 
advice that the improvement of the old cannis, particu- 
larly that of the Mirwah, must precede every other work, 
The betterment of the old canals would not show him in 
the light of an original builder. 

Jn 1897 the Vazir took it into his head to start 
simultaneously in the Gambat. Taluka two canals, namely, 
the Faiz Gunj and the Matz Bahar, No engineer was 
consulted. Things were decided offhand and arhitrayil 


Tho Fate of 


by the Vazir himsclf, Without entoring into detailypit twa cmnate, 


will suffice to say that the larger of the two canals (the 
Faiz Gunj) was stopped after a portion of its exenvation 
was done, because it was vepentedly pointed ont to him 


Dxpensive 
Failures, 


Frosh Schemes. 
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that the canal would not work, This abortive project of 
the Vazir cost the Siate Rs. 1,800, not to speak of the 
departmental expenses and the forced labour (chher) of 
the poor ryot, 


ASregards the other canal Fats Bahan, it was carried 
to completion and made to torminate into two tails, One 
of these was ended into the Mandhau, a for bigger canal, 
no regard being paid even to the mosl rudimentary 
principles of canal engineering, stich as levels ete, The 
yesulé was « frilure. Instead of this tail finding on 
escape for its water into the Mandhau, the water of 
the latter canal forced its way into it, and finally the 
tail got wholly silted up to the surface, in the very first 
year, The Vazir did not profit by this lesson. He cleared 
it the following year in defiance of the warnings of the staff. 
The result was the same as before. The third year it waa 
once more cleared, and he designed a [vesh scheme of his 
own to make it workable. A few miles below the point 
where the above tail entered the Mandhau, he drew off 
from the latter as much water as the above tail would 
supply by cutting a branch and tailing it intoa very big 
canal, the Jad, without first widening the intervening 

ortion of Mandhau. The result was again unsatisfactory: 
not only did the Faiz Bahar tail notact, but the Poy at 
the tail of Mandhan itself diminished. The other tail of the 
Taiz Bahar, constracted at the same timo as the tail 
yeferred to above, was terminated into a small depression 
called Geroo Dhora, the bed of which was on the same 
level with that of the canal. The tail first doscribed 
having failed for three years successively, its duty 
eventually devolyed on the other tail Geroo, which had 
now to carry double tho volume of water it was intended 
to hold originally, the consequence of this being that the 
Geroo depression is getting rapidly silted up, thereby 
threatening to render the whole canal inoperative in future. 


Not content with having to his bitter experience 
bungled the two above canals at great expense to the 
State, by reason of his absolute ignorance of engineering 
principles, the Vazir attempted another show for his 
Administration Reports, 


Tn 1838-99 he constructed two new canals of consi- 


derable length. Quo of these waa eplled Matzwak and 
the othor Punjy Ganj, 
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Fatizwuh takes off from the Mirwah quite close to 
the regulator of the old canal Gowarwah. Its lougth is 
96 miles and it has a discharge of 400 enbic fech at the 
mouth and 10 e.fé, at the tail. It was tailed into Ali Buhar 
a very big old canal (ata point where the latter ig, 25 ft. 
in width with 7 feet height of water) contrary to the 
opinion of the working staff, and in spite of his expensive 
experience of similar essays in connection with the Faiz 
Bahar. For tavo successive years, this tail failed. Instead 
of the Faizwah water falling into Alibahar, the reverse 
was the case, as ought naturally to happen. The Taizwah 
tail was consequently heavily silted, but Mr. Kadirdad, 
having at his disposal plenty of State money, is not a man 
to be daunted by such ill-suecess, so he embarked on 
further experiments im amateur cnginecring. Ie 
disregarded facts and figures and arbitrarily ordered the 
above tail to be diverted and extended side by side with 
Ali Bahar to a distance of three miles. When water was 
allowed into it, the result which everybody had anticipated 
came to pass. The old water-courses of Ali Bahay which 
were intersected by the above extension were deprived of 
their usual water. The cultivators suffered very much, but 
the Vazir further complicated the blunder by damming up 
this new tail at its head and shrugged off the cultivators 
when they complained, by telling them that they could taka 
water from Ali Bahar, through the old water-courses by 
filling up the new tail, Not to speak of the serious damage 
done to the Faizwah canal itself by allowing no escape to 
it and the injury to the soil, the Vazir’s second foolish 
experiment in connection with this tail caused a loss of 
nearly Rs. 2,000 to the State. 

Coming now to the alignment of the Faizwah, (which 
is 26 miles in length) for the first 6 miles it runs so 
closely parallel with the old canal Gowarwahk that the 
greatest distance between them is less than one-fourth of 1 
mile and the shortest the intervening bauk between them, 

From the 7th till the 8th mile, it intersects several 
water-courses and minors ee Gowarwah. 

From the 8th to the 15th mile, it passes through aren 
already commanded by the waters of the Sanhro Canal, 

Wrom the 16th to the 20th mile, it rans through 
sandy soil and high ground,» very small portion boing 
available Lor cultivation and that too by lift, 
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From the 20th to the 26th mile, all the lands used to 
be irrigated by the Ali Bahar. 


From the above it will be scen that the Fuizwah 
passes through lands which are either uncultivable or are 
already commanded by the canals of the old reign. 


Tt has a capacity of 400 cubic feet of water capable 
of, irrigating 20,000 acres, but the land available on this 
canal for cultivation does not exceed 10,000 acros, This 
canal follows part of the seme alignment which was 
condemned by My, Chandanani as stated above. From 

ersonal observation as well as from information of the 
Taal Zamindars, he came to the conclusion that there were 
only about 10,000 acres of land situated near Tando Masti 
on this alignment which vould not be commanded by the 
existing system of canals, To irrigate this, he suggested 
the widening and extension of the old Gowarwah, a schome 
which would cost very little to the State. He strongly 
deprecated the idea of the construction of a new canal; yet, 
in defiance of the experienced opinion of this canal-engi- 
neering expert, the Vazir needlessly excavated the Faizwah, 
26 miles in length, atan enormous cost to the State, It 
has mischievously assumed the duty of pre-existing canals, 
depriving them of areas previously irrigated by them, and 
by intersecting their minors and tails has proved positively 
injurious to them. 

In the same year, simultaneously with the Faizwah, 
the Vazir constructed another canal called the Panch Ganj 
(five treasures) a name in which he allowed it to rejoice 
for the first two yeare ouly. Tinding then that it failed 
to be the quintuple treasure which he imagined it would 
prove, he rebaptizeditas Faizganj. ‘This canal was a mere 
extension of the old canal Ali Bahar which takes off from 
the Mirwah, Ali Bahar has a length of 20 miles with « 
discharge of 400 cubic foet at the mouth and 40 «ft. at 
the tail, which itself is ten fect in width. From the 
terminus of Ali Bahay, the Panch Ganj starts and is carried 
on to a length of 46 miles botween the British Territory 
and the Veho canal of the State, 


The extreme points were arbitrarily fixed by the Vazir, 
and the Engineering staff, ot his orders, laid the alignment 
between them as best as they could though {it intersected 
four old canals on the way, The staff was at a loss to fix 
the bed-widths and the height of the banks of this canal in 
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the absence of the proper data required for this purpose. 
The Vazir, the self-constituted authorily on these subjects, 
solved the difficulty by fixing himself the, bed-widths 
etc., thus, Seeing that the ierminus of Ali Bahar was 10 
feet in width, he ordered that the bed-width of 12 feet 
be given to its extension (which he called a new canal) 
and be continued for the first tivo miles. Here it intersected 
the tail of the first of the above four canals called Khanwah. 
The latter being 8 feet in width at this point, the Vazir 
added theso 8 feet to the 12 feet and increased the bed-width 
of the new canal to 20 feet, it being gradually reduced 
as it approached the terminus. The height of the banks was 
fixed by hin so as to provide against a flow of 5 fect of 
water in depth at the mouth, but it never reached this level. 


The Vasir thought that by intersecting the four canals 
referred to above the Punch Ganj would have en unfailing 
supply of water, forgetting that it would have to give 
back ‘as much water to their tails as it derived from the 
intersected canals, The bed-width thus proved io be 
disproportionately toa oa i to the volume of water flowing 
through it and the very first year the canal proved a totn 
failure. Fiuding this mischief irreparable, Ho asked Mr. 

' Makhanlal, C.E., todevise some means toronder it workable. 
The latter pees the only remedy possible, namely, the 
lowering of the bed of the fine old canal, the Ali Bahar. 
The heavy excavation of this big canal would entail on the 
State enormous cost, so the Vazir compelled the local eulti- 
vators, to effect this heavy excavation by forced labour 
(chher) in addition to their annual clearance of it, ‘Lhe aulti- 
vatorssubmitted that it was more than they could do. They 
were threatened, beaten, and their belongings burned, cattle’ 
impounded ate, etc, The helpless cultivators, to escape 
further molestation, had no other alternative but to submit, 
Their own personal labour being insufficient for the task, 
they had to sell their effects in order to hire labour to com- 
plete the work. By these terrorising acts the Ali Bahar was 
lowered to bring in move water into the Pauchganj, which 
had failed, and thus its supply was raised from 40 «. ft, to 
80 c. fi There was absolutely no necessity for this canal of 
46 miles in length, entailing ruinous expense.on the State, 
All the area through which this ennal pnsses was already 
commanded by the existing canals throughout its longth and 
breadth. As pointed out above, itintersects four old canals, 
Besides Veho, one of the biggest old canals in the Stato, 


A derive 


Oruolty, 


A uroless canal 
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carrying five times Lhe volume of the new canal, runs side 
by side with it, The greatest distance between these two 
canals is only half a mile, and the nearest one-twentieth of 
amile, Veho has abundant surplus water which rns to 
waste.° Tho new canal Panch Ganj has a discharge 
of 80c, ft. only, and it is ridiculous to suppose that 
this volume of water can irrigate all the lands on both 
sides of it for a length of 46 miles. Distributing the 
80 c, ft. discharge along the 46 miles of this canal (taking its 
duty as 60 acres per onecubiec foot,) it comes to 40 acres 
per mile on each side! 


This proves,as isreally the case, that it waters only small 

scattered patches, here and there, which too, formerly, used 
to veceive water from the old canals referred to, 
The rest of the land depends for its cultivation on the 
Veho. From all the above it is clearly evident that the new 
canal is nothing but a device intended less for any real 
utility and more for ostentation, 1o show that Mr. Kadirdad 
has contructed a canal of such dimensions, 46 miles in length. 
This canal has proved o failure in the past. If it runs at 
all, it is due to the crucl and not very honest artifices of 
Mr. Kadirdad to mend his blunders. At present he stints 
the old canal Ali Bahar to feed his Panch Ganj. He has 
forbidden all rice cultivation on that canal and 
denies to the poor cultivators waler for their grovos and 
msture-grounds which they used to receive Lor years before. 
fearing his Panch Ganj may sullor, he makes no altompt 
to encourage the cultivation of the waste lauds on the Ali 
Bahar. Theso are Mr. Kadirdad’s shifts whereby be saves 
water from Ali Behar where it is most wanted to make his 
Panch Ganj flov—to places where it ia not at all wanted, 
Otherwise the canal is a failure, This is the result of 
Mr. Kadirdad’s amateur enginecring, costing the State 
enormous expense. 


islam | Dasine In 1901 he constructed a new canal called Bangoo 
ene wah taking off [rom the perennial canal Veho, and he made 
it also perennial, It is 18 miles in length, For the first 
7 miles, it passes through lands already served by the Veho 
and for the remaining 6 miles it goes through virgin soil, 
of which Mr, Kadirdad has obtained in the name of his elder 
son, Gulam Dastagir, an aren of 2,500 acres, The greatest 
capacity of this canal can only irrigate not more than 8,500 
acres, 2,500 of these having gone to the Vauir, the remain; 
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ing sop of 1,000 acros is thrown to the ryol, This 
canal cost the State about Rs. 20,000, Comment is 
unnecessary. The object of constructing this canal is 
obvious, How far the poor ryot is benetited by it will 
suggest itself to the reader, 


A NEW PROJECT. 


The inutility of the superfluous canals the Vazir has con: 
structed has not deterred him from embarking upon yetano- 
ther project which takes off from the Mdrwah near Sankro Another useless 
head with an alignment running side by side with the road 
from Khairpur to Kote Deji. His other canals being out of 
the way, his object in constructing the present one is pro- 
bably to afford acynosure for the admiring gaze of the British 
official while going to Kote-Deji, What other useful 
object it will serve is very difficult to disco. For 14 
miles it passes through a sandy desert tract which nothing 
can vender amenable to the plough. The only two depres- 
sions to which it might prove beneficial are nlveady 
commanded by the existing canals—the Afirwah, Sanhro 
and Mahabat. It will, moreover, intersect Mahabatwah 
and other minor canals, impairing thorcby their ofliciency. 
The cultivators do not require it. 


REMARKS, 


The writer bespeaks the reader's indulgence for 
having introduced him to a subject the technicality 
of which may cause him some difficultyin appreciating fully 
the bearings of this serious part of the indictment against 
the Vazir's Administration, 

The subject, for the snke of brevity, has not been 
dealt with exhaustively, but it is hoped that.a perusal of 
the foregoing facts will reassure the reader that the charges 
ave the result of carcful study and investigation. Jn 
these concluding remarks tho main features are briefly 
summed up. 

The arable territory of the State was so well comman- opnervavions 
ded by the exccllently construcicd canals of the old ; 
régime that there was but little room for new “ projects." 

Indeed they satisfied the irrigational wants of the State so 


Amatour 
ginecring, 


En- 
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well that vasi tracts remained waste for want of cultiva- 
tors, Liven if an addition was contemplated to the already 
superfluous aren of cultivable land in the State, Mr, Chan- 
danani computed that only 24,000 acres more could be 
brought under cultivation, 8,000 of which could only be 
cultivated under the fallow system, The country required 
no irvigational salvation. The shortcomings could be 
amply covered by improvements to the existing canals. 
The cost of these improvements would be small. But 
if the full capacity of the State was io be strained for 
cultivation he considered that this object would be fully 
realized by a canal ten miles in length, the cost of 
which would be Rs, 50,000. Precision af language and 
advice could no further go, Butin spite of it the 
Vazir has forced upon the State canals totalling an 
aggregate length of 150 miles, which were not wanted and 
so badly designed that some of them had to be abandoned 
in the midst of their construction, whilst others have 
either proved total failures or damaged the splendid canals 
bequeathed to the present Administration, Mr, Chanda- 
nani's weighty opinion was endorsed by Mr. Atkinson, 
who also examined the State canals. It is necdless to say 
that the anticipated mischict of the Vazir’s projects was 
emphasised by the State Engincors, in defiance of whose 
experienced admonitions, the Vazir cavricd them into 
effect. The writer now proceeds from the above unani- 
mous opinion that no new canals were needed, to allude to 
the manner in which the Vazir’s new projects have been 
executed. Perhaps there is no department of engineerin 

which requires such specialised. knowledge ‘a8 canal 
making, But it is part of the Vazir’s character to rush 
in where a wiser man would fear to tread, This temerity 
might have had some extenuation, if Ilis Highness had 
not created the post of State Engineer, The Vazir, 
however, to be the absolute controlior of affairs irvigational, 
left it vacant, or if he filled it with a qualified man gave 
him short shrift as soon as he ventured to cross his views, 
This official was reduced to a figurchead or subjected to 
the indignity of performing the duties of an overseer, 
The fact is incontrovertible that not one of tho canals 
opened out by the Vazir was designed or executed in 
accordance with correct principles of engineering, The 
alignment and the constraction of these ‘Ni-fated canals 
are so very defective that some of them have actually 
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deprived the ryols of the water which they were 
previously recciving from old canals, Details of 
misconstruction and misalignment have been already 
given above. The alignment of others has had the 
calamitous consequence of injuring the ald * canals. 
Others, again, such as Dukor cic, had to be relinquished 
because even before completion, it was obvious, they would 
prove a total failure. 

The charge againsb the Vazir would he incomplete jan hae 
without condemning the enormous expenditure incurred in ® ™°" 
connection with them, Mr. Chandanani’s estimate of the 
new canal which he advocated~-if one was at all to be dug 
—to complete the irrigational system of the country was 
Rs. 60,000. The neglect to fallow this advice has proved 
ruinous to the State coffers. In place of the Rs. 50,000 
of. Mr, Chandanani several Iakhs of rupees have been put 
into the bottomless abyss of the Vazir's ludicrous projects. 
This ruinous outlay of money has operated seriously to 
the detriment of the other branches of the public service 
which have had to be neglected in consequence. 

Mr, Chandanani’s opinion that there was no room 
for new Canals acquires conclusive corroboration from the 
following. The total area irrigated by the old canals 
was 2,07,500 acres and if the catcha lands are included 
this figure would be augmented by 50,000. This result 
is arrived at as follows, 


Taking the lowest estimate, the capacity of the 
Mirwah is 2,000 fc. ft. 





capable of irrigating * == 1,00,000 acres, 
Abulwah 900 c. ft. = 45,000 ,, 
Abmadpurwah 400 c. ft. == 20,000 ,, 
Jadi 400 cf, == 20,000 ,, 
Mandhau 2004 ft. = 10,000 ,, 
Mainwah 250 c. ft. == 12,500 ,, 
2,07,500 acres, 
Add kateha area 50,000 acres, 





Toran area 2,57,500 acres, 
The above does not include the cultivation on the 
other old canals such as Arore, Khobar, ete. 


t Accotding to Mr, Atkinson 2,800 c. it. 
The duty being reokoned hg 50 acres per o, tty 


The Motive, 


A Falsehood. 
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Now the highest init of éultivation reached during 
the Vazir’s administration is 145,105 acres, which leaves 
an unutilised balance of 112,895 acres on the quantity of 
cultivable land commanded by the old canals. This fact 
could not possibly have escaped the attention of the Vazir, 
and in itself cogently indicates that in extending the 
existing system, he was not prompted by the desire to 
place additional land at the disposal of the cultivator, who, 
as shown above, had already a superabundance of it, 


The pity is that the ruinous character of these canals 
has not been placed before the British Authorities, other- 
wise itis difficult to believe that the Vazir’s mle would 
be honoured with theix commendation. Had such been 
tbe case, the writer feels no doubt that theiy approval 
would be turned into uncompromising censure, It is left 
for them to cause tlonement to be made for this heedless 
havoc of Siate money, An analysis of human motives 
is always a matter of difficulty, One explanation suggests 
itself forcibly as to why the Vazir has burdened 
the State with his boasted but unnecessary canals, Thove 
is nothing which sppealsto the British Government so 
eloquently as the improvement of the soil. There is a 
grandioseness about canal construction with which the 
official imagination is impressed, This is particularly the 
case in Sind, with its scanty rainfall, This the Vazir has 
realised, and itis to this fact that his perforvid zeal Lor 
canalizing is to be traced. The benofit of the ryot or the 
ulility of the project was never considered. The desire to 
magnify his administrative services has been at the bottom 
of his canalizing ambition, That this is his real object is 
eerie apparent from the deliberate misrepresentations 

e makes to heighten his own performances. There is for 
instance, his daring falsehood regarding the length of the 
Faizwah, In his Administration Report for the year 
1898-99 this cxperiment in canal engineering is declared 
as 62 miles in length. The real length of this canal does 
not exceed 27 miles, There is no canal constructed by 
the Vazir of the above length, even the Panch Gunj, 
the most pretentious and reckless of his projects, being 
46 miles only. 


__Emphasisis laid on this falsehood because it pointedly 
ilustrates the deception which he practises upon the 
British Government to secure unmerited credit to himself. 
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The Cassandra-like vaticination of Mr, Chandanani 
has been realised almost to a nicety, Tho Vasir has 
constructed an aggregate of more than 150 miles of canals, 
The net profit of this miloage is a paltry amonnt of 
11,428 acres, arguing from the Vazir’s own figurés. The 
cruel truth seems to be destitute of even this meagre 
acquisition, The ill-digested and miscxecuted projects of 
the Vazir have actually involved the State in a loss of 
cultivated area by causing the abandonment of Jand 
formerly cultivated. The modest outlay of Rs, 50,000 
has been multiplied manifold. The embankments of the 
old canals are tottering to ruin for neglect. of repairs and 
improvements. The mischief of the Vazir's heedloss 
ambition is a terrible one. It has indefinitely deferred the 
alleviation of the ryot’s burden, whose wrongs, 28 he stands 
semi-nude and half-starved on the banks of the Ali Bahar 
to survey the ruins of his homesteads—bumnt to coavea him 
to lower the bed of this canal—call loudly for retribution, 


Conoluston, 


The atchia: 
teotural rdlos 


"A Magni- 
ficant pile,” 
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BUILDINGS. 


The versatile ability of the Vazir would not be com- 

lete without his playing the rdle of an architect. By 
far the most considerable building in the State is His 
Tlighness’ palace or Durbar Hall at Kote-Deji, In 
addition to the labour of 150 men, no less than 
Rs, 50,000 were wasted on this graceless agglomeration of 
brick and wood, which the ,Vazir with refreshing bold- 
ness describes as “x magnificent pile erected by himself.” 
“ This superb edifice built in truly (riental styley” con. 
sists of one hallabout 61 by 40 feet surrounded by a double 
row of verandahs with numerous gaping and unsightly 
doors. This building is entirely inadequate for the Ruler 
ofa first-class Native State, ‘The internal section of the 
hall cotresponds to no recognised architectural or geome- 
trical figure. The sides are longer by 2ft, and 14%, than 
the sides to which they are respectively opposite! The 
painting is barbarous and the whole building is rendered 
ugly by the big black von rods which support the brick 
arched roof of the hall, The roofhas already cracked, the 
evack being concealed by paint. The edificcis built on no 
acoustic principles, andthe “ pile” has beon erected without 
any bearing to the publicyoad, soas to show its frontispiece 
toadvantage, The ground selected for the palace is so stony 
that no garden will flourish, to lay which vain attempts 
were made by the importation of plants from Lahore, 
shikarpur, Saharanpur and Pano Aki], The funds spont on 
this building have been a waste of public money. A 
more architectural and pretentious building could have 
been constructed, if the Vazir had consulted a professional 
engineer, The work was carried out by an unqualified 
mistri, and it is feared that its collapse cannot be deferred 
verylong. WV, B. His favourite Farzandali, the present Naib- 
Vazir, then in charge of Kote Deji dispensary and Jail, 
was given a reward of Rs, 500 for supervising the work. 

The same want of design and aesthetic taste is charac- 

teristic of all the public buildings except Mr. Wilson’s 
bungalow, which the latter insisted on boing designed 
according tohis taste. The rest ave creations of the 
Vazir’s structural caprices, and although large sums have 
been spent in connection with them they do not make any 
architectural pretence, 


BRIDGKS, 


The bridges require a passing note. These contr: 
vances partake of the same slipshod design and make, and 
have either collapsod soon after their construction or are 
in a precarious condition and avoided by the people, chum bling 
Thus the abutment walls of the Wariké Goth bridge, makeshifis, 
spanning the Sathio, came down as soon as it was completed 
and thrown open for traffic, and another on the same ennal 
and of the same pattern, Shadi Shahid, would have come 
similarly to gricf were it not buttressed up in time, 
Both these flimsy arrangements were designed by the 
Vazir and carried out under hig supervision, The 
subject of bridges affords nn instance in which tho Vazir 
unjustly decries the reign of the late Ruler in order to 
belaud his own administration, Thus, he says that before 
his coming to the State there was not a single bridge in 
the State, This statement is entirely false, Whilst’ the 
crumbling makeshifts put up by the Vazir have collapsed 
or are tottering, the bridges ofthe late Mir Sir Ali Murad 
are substantial and costly constructions, of far greater 
dimensions and executed with better skill, 


Needless tanks. 
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TANKS, 


Khairpur town has a population of less than three 
thousand people, The Mirwah, the largest canal in the 
State, touches two sides of the town, which isa mile in 
length and three-fourths of a mile in width, ‘lhe canal is 
thus within casy reach of the whole population, who in 
the inundation season resort io it for bathing purposes by 
reason of its proximity and its being furnished with bath- 
ing Ghauis. The Vazir has unnccessarily honeycombed 
the small town with six tanks. One is very close to the 
Mirwah and at some distance from the town ; the second 
is close to the Vazir’s quarters; two tanks near the 
Scpoys’ quarters ; one near the prostitutes’ quarters and 
another was converted from a ditch near the Veterinary 
Hospital. This last is shunned by the people because 
it was a depdt of town filth and is exposed on all sides, 
All these are provided with bathing ihn The people 
do not care for them and at the close of the inundation 
season they stagnate, spreading a miasma of malaria, In 
winter they dry up. ‘he large sums of money drowned 
in these tanks, or rather ponds, could have been profitably 
employed in building sheds near the railway stations to 
protect the people from heat and cold—thore has been a 
regular ery for these sheds since the construction of the 
reilway—or they might have been spent in the building of 
schools which are now housed in cattle-sheds or straw huts. 
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POLICE. 





The Supermiendent of Police, Khan Sahih Mivaa Ali 
Nawaz Beg, is nearly theonly official inthe State of whom ia Bo wotthy 
it is possible to speak in terms of cordial praise. The 
services of this officer were lent {o the State by the British 
Government, and he has acquitted himself admirably of his 
duties in spite of the obstructivoness of the Vazir. To 
quote butone instance of this—he recommended the 
prosecution of acorrupt police moonshi, but the Vazir, in a 
spirit of petty spite, transferred him to a better department. 
on equal pay and with brighter prospects, The excellentwork 
of the Superintendent of Police is very much detracted from 
by the Vazir's meddling and the presence in the depart- 
ment of the Vazir's worthless relations and favourites, 
The praiseworthy attempts of this officer to reform the 
police service cannot succeed, until the duties of the police 
are Dooly demarented by the Vazir as recommended by 
him. The police is required to perform the duties al 
bailiffs in the servico of civil processes and summonses, 
in executing decrees, etc. ete, They likewise have to in- 
vestigate revenue complaints and a host of other matters. 


The ey of their duties provents thom 
from devoting their whole attention to the detection aud 
suppression of offences, 


The good work of the Superintendent has been 
recognised by the British Government who in 1900 
conferred upon him the title of “ Khan Sahib,” 


A desperat: 


falsehood. 
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MISUSE OF STATE MONEY. 


In connection with the chaplers dealing with the 
employment of the Vazir’s relations and favourites, 
it is necessury, to point out that the liberal salaries and 
donations made to them are a form of misemployment of 
State money. ‘The diversion of State funds for his domestic 
purposes will be the theme of the present chapter. 


This erying scandal vequires to be thoroughly threshed 
out. Some of the malversation has been so deftly 
carried out as to dupe Mis Highness himself In other 
cases, the State funds have been misspent without con- 
sultation with Uis Highness, Seth Kathansingh suppor- 
ted with the Vazir’s approval vo mistresses ab State ex- 
pense, The Vazir ae another, State money was 
spent in connection with the tows and travels of his son. 
Important State officers were deputed at State cost to 
escort him on the unblushing pretext of State business. 


I. In August, 1900, the Vazir's son Gulam Dastagir 
was to proceed to England to qualify himself for the bar, 
His son being quite w youth, unaccustomed to travelling 
alone, the ubiquitous and omniscient Mahomed Hussein 
Khan was selected to escort him to Wngland with instruct- 
ions that he was not lo leave him until he had reached 
his final destination and settled down. But here was 
adifficulty, Could the State be made to pay the travelling 
expenses of Mahomed Husscin Khan The Vazir’s 
resourcefulness did not forsake him. There was the 
Paris Exhibition, though in its expiring glories. A few 
touches derived from its inspection would greatly benefit 
the enlightened and perfect administration of this “model 
State,” which, according to the Vazir’s own estimate, is fur- 
nished with the most recent appliances of science and 
civilization. A Purvana was issued directing his son’s 
companion, Mahomed Hussein Khan, to proceed to the 
Paris Iixhibition at State expense. The real object 
of this gentleman’s mission is a matter of notor- 
iety, Mahomed Hussein is known io have halted six 
days in all at Paris, two days with the Vazir's son when 
proceeding to England, and four days on his return, the 
halt having been necessitated by the exigencies of the 
journey. On reaching Aden the son wrote to his father 
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that he had abandoned his intention of studying lew and 
that his father should use his influonce to obtsin for 
him a Deputy-Collectorship in Sind or an Extra-Assistant 
Commissionership in Baluchistan, and that he intended 
to return to India after making an extended tou round 
the world, The .Vazir immedistely wrote to Mr. 
Mahomed Hussein Khan not to return to India, but to 
accompany his son on his tour through Edinburgh, Liver- 
pool, America, China, Japan, Calcutta and Lahore. The 
fickle son again changed his mind and reverted io his ovi- 

inal intention. The escort returned, after having stayed 
m London for nine days and seen the Vazir's son well 
settled. It is superfluous to mention that this gentleman 
was not instructed to visit any particular department of 
the Exhibition, and on his retwm was not required to 
submit any report of his valuable experiences. Ele was 
not even questioned. Meanwhile, the State defrayed all 
the expenses of his journey. Nay, he also drow his pay 
and travelling allowance in full. The cost of the foreign 
telegrams sent by the son to the father was charged to 
the State. 


‘ , I. The same gentleman had accompanied in 1895 
Mr, Kadirdad’s son to Karachi, By a vigorous fiction, ha 
was not considered to be on leave, and he drew his pay 
and allowance a if on actual service. 


WI. In duly, 1901, his son Gulam Dastagir arrived 
in Bombay from England, This time Mr, Gul Mahotned 
Hakim, the Educatioual Inspector, was depited to tetch 
him from Bombay. ‘The fraudulent deputition to Paris 
above described had been the subject of public gossip. 
‘The Vazir now adopted the safer expedient of giving the 
Educational Inspector short loavo wnapplied fae to go to 
Bombay, with orders to start from there with his son as soon, 
as the English Mail arrived. He proceeded to Bombay, and 
returned with the Vazir’s son to Karachi, on the 7th ef duly, 
1901, From Karachi he accompanied the latter to Hydera- 
bad, where he remained with him till the 17th of July, aftér 
which both proceeded to Khairpur. His stay at H yderahad 
was considered as active service! He drew hia full 
pay and allowance, 


Other tour 


Helfishness, 


Keoe 
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Hussein. 


itertm ¥." One ‘of these, the Public Works Secretary, 
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LV.. On. the -27th of August, 1901, Ms. Kadirdad’s 
son left Khatvpur for Bombay en route to England, The 
same Educational. Inspector. was. charged’ to escort him 
to. Bombay ‘with instructions. to halt at Ahmedabad:for. 
‘one day to vest-aad show him over the town, Mys, 
Hakim was then .at Abmedabad, ailing, . having, 
been yecently confined. The Vazir specially warned. 
My, Hakim, both at Khairpur. and the. Chhor Station, 
on no, account to visit his wife, leaving his son alone; 
‘even for a minute, although two other State officers were, 
accompanying the latter. - Owing to this peremptory pro-’ 
hibition My. Hakim, although he went about sight-seeing ag, 
this place with the Vazir’s son, had to forego his longing to’ 
sec his sick wife and baby. To explain his absence, ten day’s! 
leave was given. to Mr, Hakim to date from the morrow of! 
his son’s departurefrom Bombay, the time exhausted in. the: 
journey being considered as.active service, As his wife was’ 
seriously ill, he applied from Bombay for 20 days’ privilege 
leave, This: was refused though he had not availed himayift 
of any such leave since he joined the service in 1897. «The: 
other two ‘officials who accompanied his son were required’ 
to halt at Ahmedabad to keep the latter company. 









was. Mr.’ Mahomed: Hussein. Khan, the: © for 
escort... To conceal. the real: object of ’ his missié 
he was directed to goon an oxtensive: tour to ‘Tinney, 
velly, Trichinopoly, Coimbatore, Madras and other distatit 
,places to perform ‘the wanderlul. feat of stadying in'a, 
month (including journey) plantain. cultivation aud 't 
manufacturing of cigars! Mahomed: Hussein’ Khan. 
luckily fell il in Bombay, and-on applying to the Va 
for instructions, the latter wired ‘back to. him. to -xetit 
forthwith. to“ the State. As in the case of the Paris E 
hibition, the impatience of the Vazir’ tiv recalling th 
officiel deprived. the State of the meats of the introdu 
tion ‘into. the State of the. most approved methods: off 
plantain cultivation and cigar manufacture. 

The State’ defrayed all-the expenses of travelling étciy 
of the above. 

VI. In duly, 1898, thé” same Mahomed... Husselti 
Khari accompauied the Vazir's son to Quetta, for 10:4 
during which ‘he drew his. salary and:travelling allows: 
his ‘absence beg regarded as active service, : 













ce 


> VIL: The. services of two clerks,“ Metharam™ and 
Gyanchand, are similarly utilized. They are sent to 
‘bring the Vazir’s family from’ Shikarpur,and Hyderabad, 
the State defraying their expenses, 9 = 
VILL In'1900, Moulvi Imtiaz Ahmed; a State ‘off. 
cial, was sent by the Vazir to the Bhopal State to collect 
secretly information for himself when he was. trying for: 
the Bhopal: Ministership. Moulvi Imties temained absent 
for a fortnight: but'drew~ his py fiomn the State and waa 
regarded as on-active service, No leave was due.to:him. 
“ATX; One more important, tour remains to be noted, 
“On the 15th of July. 1896, the Vazir’s son started on a tour’: 
through the..Punjab, ’ Rajputana. and the . North-West 
Provinces, halting: at’important places, Mr. Mahomed 
Hussein, Khan was deputed to escort him on this tour 
also, his absence being again counted as.active service, 

The State Butler regularly accompanied his aon in 
all his various tours in India. 

N.B.—The Vazir is chary of granting leave ‘or. even 
permitting the slightest absence from duty on the. pretext 
of the exigencies. of the Public Service, The officials are 
even deprived. often of their.-well-earned. holidays,’ He 
refused. Mr. Gul Mahomed Hakim: leave to visit‘ his sick: 
wife, but réadily .grantéed him ten days’ leave: unsolicited. 
on ‘more than’ one occasion to accompany. his son. ‘The: 
Vazir in this respect, as’in others, forgets’ the public. in-. 
terest when his own is involved, There have been, cases 
when applications for leave have been punished’ with 
compulsory resignations ett, 
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THE VAZIR SUPPORTS DANCING GIRLS 
AT STATE EXPENSE, 





Tronu lived at Kote Deji a fascinating woman, named 
Moran, a concubine of the late Mir Gulam Mehdi Khan. 
The charms of her splendid voice and manners were 
famed throughout Khairpux. She deeply reciprocated 
the affection of her master and on his death retired into 
voluntary seclusion. She had a brother—a profossional 
singer. He performed one day for the entertainment of 
the Vazir. The latter had heard of his captivating sister 
and induced him by tempting promises to prevail upon 
her to give an exhibition of her musical accomplishments 
before himself. The reluctant sister was placed in a 
trying predicament, ‘Yielding to the importuuities of her 
brother, she finally consented and entirely captivated the 
Vazsir, She was seduced by his tempting promises to 
relinquish her seclusion which she now exchanged for a 
handsome home supplied with all manner of Oriental 
luxury. A handsome allowance was bestowed upon her 
brother. 


The Vazir’s intimacy with Moran soon excited the 
anger of his wile, to’ pevent which be ceased to see 
Moran at Khairpur and built a swnmer ville at Stnte ex- 
ense in affectionate proximity to Moran's house at Kote 

eji. This was also provided from state buildings. 


(N.-B.—Kote is a hotter placo than Khairpur.) 


There the Vazir ‘would entertain himself day 
and night with the dulcet strains of this chaning 
siren to the neglect of public business. ‘The indignant 
wife saw through this flimsy trick and insisted on ac- 
companying her husband to Kote and objected to his 
living so close to Moran’s house. The Vazir was ready 
with another device. He provided Moran with another 
house ata little distance, again at State cost, The Mire’ 
indignation at the Vazir's conduct was heightened by the 
circumstance that the memory of thei deceased relation 
was dishonoured by the Miste bringing out his con- 
cubine from her seclusion. The mother of Gulam Mehdi 
Khan actually wrote to the Commissioner-in-Sind. 


Mrs. Kadirdad soon saw through this Gevice also, 
and threatened to leave Kote if he did not, as a proof of 
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his abandonment of Moran, banish her from the State and 
stop her allowances. This ultimatum had iis effect. The 
Vazir got His Highness to seal an order banishing her 
from the State. 


The banishment of Moran was—it is needless 10  Porvorso juattos, 
atate—a gross perversion of justice. It was thq Vazir who 
deserved punishment not only for the impudence of main- 
taining a courtezan at the oxpense of the State but also for 
the serious social dishonour he brought on the Mirs by in- 
ducing a concubine of the prince to relinquish her seclu- 
sion, The greater offence was committed by the Vazir. Be- 
yond the arbitrary will of the Vazir and his wile, there was 
nothing to justify the severe political pemishment of exile 
from the State for an offence which, taken at the worst, was 
a purely social transgression in which the Vazir himself was 
an accomplice. Aprupos of these peremptory orders to leave 
the State at once, the writer will recall another instance, 
namely the abrupt termination of the visit of the Theatri- 
cal Company chronicled below. The troupe included two 
females, The Manager was suddenly served wih a notice 
by the Vazir to quit tho State at once, 


Kathansingh, the notorious creature of the Vazir, 
seeing that Moran was paid ag a State servant, claimed 
the same privilege for his own mistress Ashraf, This 
request was promptly acceded to by the Vazir, Comment 
on this shameless incident is unnecessary. What valuable 9... sourterana 
services these two courtezans vendered to the State is 
4 question charmed against solution, The Vazir’s resource: 
alnees may possibly fwmish an answer, The subsidy 
of Ashraf ceased on Kathansingh's death, The case of 
Champa, the Karachi dancing girl, is equally provoking. 
This great favourite ofthe Vazir is requisitioned at almost 
every State occasion, from wherever she may bo, at en- 
ormous Sinte expense. In her engagement His Highness is 
never consulted. Her services were negotinted through 
Kathansingh, who was endowed with special aptitude in 
these matters. Kothansingh on these occasions would 
bring dancing girls of his choice also. Champa is usually 
accommodated in a special house surrounded by high walls, 
She is given exclusive uso of this building, while other 
dancing givls gifted with superior paris ave huddled toge- 
ther in the Muzafurkhana or in the Fouedari. Special sen- 
tries are placed at her door and, barring the Vazir. access 
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to her is strictly forbidden, This girl was engaged abow 
half a dozen times, and on one occasion a special depu 
tation was sent to fetch her from Karachi. 


The personal expenses of His Highness bulk larg: 
tn thet Administration Reports. There is not a word o: 
reference to the shameful allowances to Moran, Ashraf anc 
Noora, and the disgraccful expenditure in connection with 
the frequent en, > ae of Champa, The Vazir’s barefacec 
audacity in including these in the personal expenditure o! 
such an exemplary Mahomedan as His Highness is on 
level with his impudent falsehood regarding Mr. Mah. 
omed Hussein Khan’s mission to the Paris Exhibition. 


In 1900 8 native theatrical company visited Sukkur, 
The Manager was armed with a recommendatory note 


A Theatrical from one of the Vazir’s relations, The company wat 


Company. 


promptly given a State invitation by the Vazir on his 
own responsibility without any reference to His High. 
ness. The Vazir witnessed several performances at Kha. 
irpur and then induced His Uighness, by dwelling on 
the didactic virtue of the Drama, to witness at Kote Deji 
one of the performances himself. The taste of this forbid. 
den fruit did not please His Highness for he walked 
away after fifteen minutes, The company was then re- 
called to Khairpur, where officials were persuaded to 
patronise the licentious Indra Subbha, the favourite play 
of the Vazix. They also performed in the open in front 
of his house for the special delectation of his zenana. 
The company was detained for a long time at Khaiypur 
and was very frequently visited by tho Vazir, his son, 
his nephew, and retinue but studiously avoided by the 
higher officials of the State. The Vazir paid nothing. 
The State bill was a heavy one. 


86 
THE VAZIR’S HOLIDAY TRIPS. 


Almost every year, the Vazir spends his hot weather 
at Hyderabad (Sind), in company with his family This 
change is more for the suke of bis sons. On these oacas- 
ions, he curtly informs His Highness of his departure to 
Hyderabad and that he will discharge his dutios Srom 
there, The whole office is left behind at Khairpw in 
charge of the Peshkar and one of his seerelaries, Ue 
takes with him a clerk, a moonshi, his peons, punkhaval- 
lahs, military sepoys, etc. The chief duty of the clork 
accompanying him is to break his ennui with reading out 
to him the daily papers, periodicals, tc. ; that of the 
mooushi isto keep his private accounts and run on domes- 
tic errands to the bazaar and town, 


The following is another characteristic trick by which 
he makes His Highness and the British authorities believe 4 silt! 
that even his holiday is not disencumbered with the ~~" 
weighty cares of his office. The official post is received and 
opened by the official in charge at Khuirpur. In the Ver- 
nacular Department the whole work is feed of locally 
without a reference to the Vazir, It is seldom that a 
paper or a correspondence involving responsibility is sent 
to the Vazir for final orders, The English post comprising 
correspondence’ from the Political Agent’s office, ke, is 
opened by his Confidential Sccretary, who prepares a 
reply andhas it typed at Khairpur, andin this cut and dried 
form forwards it to Hyderabad for the Vasir’s signature, 
This formality finished, the papers are returned to [Khair 
pur where they are then registered, dated, and posted to 
their destination, 


By this trickof signing these papers, Mr. Kadirdad seoks 
to impress His Highness and the British Officials that, 
though absent from the State, the minntest correspondence 
is personally transacted by him. Vor the few transtlory 
minutes spent in signing the papers, he continties to draw 
his full pay, full travelling allowance, full sumpluary 
allowance ete, ; 

His holiday is a costly luxury to the State. The senior 
clerk and an office Munshi with military sepoy? cle. ave 
despatched ahead to Hyderabad at State expense to prepare 
the bungalow for him. 
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‘rips The following'is a list of the trips to Hyderabad, to and: 
fro, in the year 1901 alone :— 


In ‘the beginning of June, 1901, the Vazir left . for 
Hyderabad with his family, nephew and attendants, 


The, Vozir accompanied by his clerk returned to Khairpur 
on 17th June, 1901. .. : 


He again left Khnirpur to rejoin his family at Hyderabad 
on 21st June, 1901, accompanied this time by Mr. N. Mehta, 
B.A, and his attendants. ; 


On the 27th June, 1901, Metharam, Gyanchand: and 
_damiatrai proceeded under the Vazir’s instructions: from 
Xhairpur to Hyderabad, in order to take the Vazir's 
initials’on the Administration Report prepared at Khairpur, 


Metharam and Jamiatrai returned from Hydevaliad ‘on’ 
the 29th idem after obtaining the Vazir’s initials on. th 
above Report. Gyanchand was kept back, 


The Vaziv with Gyanchand and Gul Mahomed. Hakim. - 
etc, arrived at Khairpur on the 10th July, 1901...’ a 


 Gyancharid was deputed to Hyderabad on the 20th J uly, 
‘1901, to make the necessary arrangements for the return, 
of the Vazir’s family from there to Khairpur, 


The Vazir’s family with, his nephew. and} attendants: 
returned from Hyderabuil, escorted: by My."Mehta. Prem: 
chand and.Gyanchand returned to hairpur after settling 
the Vazir'’s domestic accounts, on 27th July, 1901. 


OF course the State Treasury is burdened with the:pay-.. 
ment of ‘all the expenses connected withthe travelling and: 
“incidentals. of the blerics, Moonshis, _ Vazir’s nephew: and’ 
Puttewalahs, military sepoys ‘to perambulate . his little son’ 
ete, The formidable list of trips mentioned above will give: 
an idea of how serious that expense is. . This is bad enough, 
» but on these occasions the Vazir helps himself liberally: to: 
furniture from the State stores, the transport of which: Pom 
Khairpur to Hyderabad is again charged to the State. 
Even the freight. of-his-kitchen utensils ote,; is drawn from.’ 
this inexhaustible milch cow. \. The ropes ‘which pull his: 
punkshs at Hyderabad, andthe canes for them are, bought... 
ut State expense, It is not necessary.to carry the “subjeot:: 
further. The whole business is a study.in the: art of; the. 
_ Meanest: parsimoniousness. - 


- Artfatic. Pard- 
cdmony, 
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+Gulam -Dastagir, the Vazir’s son, arrived at Hydera- 
‘bad from England on the 8th July, 1901. The Vazir ordered 
‘one of his secretaries to despatch to Hyderabad for the 
comfort:of the. distinguished arrival the most luxurious 
chairs, ‘tables and easy chairs fromthe State stores, gnd—to 
be sure—at State expense. : : P 

The writer: isnot aware that Mr. Gulam Dastagir 

returned with an overflowing knowledge of the most: 
approved ‘methods of occidental agriculture for the impro- 
vement of his fertile acres in Khairpur. So muchig certain, 
that his habits of living and eating were..completely wes- 
tétnized, ' To provide for this change the State Khansamah 
‘was summoned from Khairpur by the first. train to Hy-' 
derabad at State expense, with a generous provision of 
knives, forks, spoons, table-cloths, towels, etc., from the ° 
State stores.. This functionary. returned to Khairpur on 
18th July with the Vazir's son. 


88 
“THE DOMESTIC WANTS OF THE VAZIR. 


~The employment of State funds and property. to pro- 

_ vide the domestic wants of the Vazir is the next subject, to 

be dwelt upon. He is allowed a sumptuary allowance of 

“Rs, 800 per mensem for the express purpose of entertaining 
“people’that come to him on business or, otherwise, The 

whole of this sumptuary allowance is paid into the National 

Bank of India at Karachi, and the State ‘Treasury required 
to-bear.the cost of his official hospitality... Excepting. two 

two Exiguons Lrugal meals which he gives on the two eds to. not more 
meals, than two dozen officials, whereat his own family is included, 
the State is made by him to play the host to a}l his visitors 

and friends, Favourites like Farzandali, officiala—native: 

and European— coming to him on business or otherwise are 

slay so entertained. ‘The following. instance will 

indicate how the Vazir makes himself agrecable and hospi- 

table to his quondam friends and superiors. 


Ylorttous Hox, Dewan Wadumal,aretired Deputy Collector,under whom, 
pitality, the Vazir had served, visited the State capital in May, 1898, 
to have a new tooth putinby Kishendas the dentist, ‘he 
Vazir accorded him an unstinted welcome, and required the 
Civil Surgeon to.render him. professional attendance’ free 
of ‘charge, On his departure, the Vazir caused His Highness 
‘to. present the Dewan a mchmani (gift) of “Re, 3,000, 
-(These are the little items that constitute the bulk of | the. 
Seats expenditure of His Highness for the support: of 
his dignity!) s 


‘ Sultan Mahomed Khanand Abdul Aziz Khan, who.came 
;to see the Vazir were entertained at State cost and: given 
‘mehmani of Rs, 200 and Rs. 500 respectively in -1901. 

Next, the Vazir igallowed apermanent Travelling Allow- 
ance of Rs, 150 per mensem, Of thishe carefully avoids men- 
tionin his correspondence regarding his promotions, The 
‘Whole of this is saved. ‘Ihe cost of his official and other 
visits to Karachi-and other places is defrayed by the State, 
The State also bears the burden of his “occasional. short 
‘excursions into the country ‘euphemistically ‘designated 
tours. These do not occupy more than a week: and. are 
liable to be abbreviated by the report of the slightest indis- 
position at home... Notwithstanding his liberal allowance, 
the Vazir only ‘possesses one dilapidated. horse, one riding 
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camel, ‘and.one.luggage camel, which too are maintained, 
“groomed and looked after, at the expense of the State. For 
the rest, when he is on tour, he helps himself to the State 
stables, State camels and carriages. hae 


His. Highness seldom’ uses carriages, and the Mire 
(who are His Highness’ sons and.close relations) have no 
access to them without.the sanction of. the Vaz, ~ ‘I his 
restriction does not apply to his own sons and wile, who-can 
send for them directly, at. any “time, even during his | sent 

; ee : oa puden 
absence.” His ‘younger son drives about twicea. day, andl ghuse of powen 
when his elder son was in Khairpur the young: Mirs were 
daily ‘subjected to the humiliating’ spectacle of his son 
parading about in State carriages when the use of the same 
was denied to'them. If. His Highness’ grandson, when 
proceeding to Lahore for his. studies, requires a. carriage to 
bring him from Kote-Deji to Khairpur, the .Vazir has to 
be petitioned, and even then, the Vazir only sends. him 
a hackney conveyance; but if it is his own son who 
has to go to Kote Deji heissues written orders to the State 
officials to place at his son’s disposal a fine State camjage,- 
and to furnish him, moreover, with a bodyguard. . Could 

- there. be &.more insolent abuse of power? ‘lhe worst 

affront of \ll used to take place at the.time of the annual’ 
holidays when. the young Mirs and: the Vazir’s: son retutny: 
ed together:'to Khairpw from Lahore, On-these occasiony” 
a special State carriage was. despatched to Robri Station: 
for his‘son’s reception. whilst the -young Mirs, who | are: 
the children of His Highness’ son-in-law, Mix .Gulam 
Hussein Khan had to. shift for themselves. ° F t 
~The daily visits of the Vazir to. various parts: of the 
town are pompously paid in State carriages: ; or worse, these: 
equipages are tiken.as far as Sukkur. when: his family-or 
himself proceeds thither or to his home at Shikarpur. 

When he was:staying in 1899.at, Sukkur for a change, 
the State carriages were kept there at- State -cost for tho 
pleasure of:his sons. . On the same occasion, a-special train 
was baoked to convey bim and his family to. Sukkur, and 
when he ‘was returning. another special train brought-them — 
back to Khairpur..: The. State ‘Treasury defrayed the 
charges. of-.these specials. . . ea eer ry 

» Tn. 1899, the Vazir went to Baroda to wait.on His 
Highness: the Gaekwar. with ‘the object. of securing. the 
Dewanship.of Baroda, . How much. the. State’ Treasury 
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had to bear in connection with this private journey 
the Vazir alone will be best able to say. 

One of the secretaries was required regularly to give 
tuition to his son for five hours a day at the Vaziv’s house. 


Private Tultiom The tine spent on it was during office hours and regarded 


The Vazirs 
Houses, 


as State Service, At the end of these five hours he was 
relieved by Moulvie lntiaz, who prosecuted it for two 
hours more, also during office time. The services of the 

resent Lducational Inspector wore similarly utilised. The 
Voait's younger son is also being educated by a State 
Munshi, the time for it being provided from the office 
hours, 

In connection with the episode of Moran, reference 
has been made toa house specially built by the Vasir at 
State cost. This house occupies spacious premises and 
consists of an upper story and a high compound wall. 
Its approximate value is Rs, 10,000. is office and out- 
houses attached io this house cost Rs, 3,000 more. These 
houses are now abandoned, 

The Vazir has erected,» large house at Khairpur 
which with the out-houses etc, is computed 1o have required 
an outlay of Rs, 25,000, In preparation for the arrival of 
his son from England another house wns put up last year 
in the vicinity of the above honse at a cost of Rs, 8,000, 
This does not include the heavy expense incurred in furni- 
shing the house and surrounding it with a garden. Here 
it may be pertinently asked, who provides the numerous 


‘The Milch-Cow Comestic wants of the Vazir, his son and family ? Who 


again, 


pos his luxuries? ~The Technical School supplies his 
urniture, The rest is also found by the State. The State 
finds for his sons their biscuits; for his household, chairs 
and tables, the use of napkins, towels, crockery, lamps, 
candles, vegetables, fruits, fuel, ice, acrated waters, oil- 
manstores, and for his personal use, cigars, ete, Regular 
convoys of fuel used to be sent to the Vazirin 1899, when 
he was af Sukkur. On the occasion of his illness in that 
year, the State paid his bill for medical attendance 
amounting to no less than Rs, 1,000. The State payslike- 
wise for his bAésti, sweeper, punkhawallah ond cook, the 
last of whom appears with creditable honesty on tho pay~ 
sheot as a State porter ! 
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It is incredible that an officer with such- héhdsome 
emoluments as the Vasir could descend to such petty 
spoliation. But it is the literal truth, and might have been 
overlooked on account of its insignificance but for the fact 
that he practises an insolent fastidiousness when the State 
stores or property are requisitioned by the Mirs, of which 
the writer has already recorded an annoying instance in, 
the matter of the Stata carriages, 


9a 
THE VAZIR’S GIFTS AND PROMOTIONS 


The Vazir’s eupidity has- received some mensure- of, 


_attention‘in the chapter dealing with the misemployment. 


of State money. — oa 
‘The next topicfor exposure is the systematic impor-: 

tunity with which he has forced his claims for promotion and | 

yewards upon THis Highness, and through him upon. the; 


‘British Goverhment.. Crosar’s wife is above suspicion, 
The notable civcumstance connected with the corre:pondence 


on this subject is that, throughout, it is made to -appear: 
that the recommendation for enhanced salary and the gifts 
proceeds from the princely munificence and the appreciative 
gratitude of the Ruler. ‘The painful relations between His 
Highness and the Vazir are of course a complyte refutation 
of their spontaneity. Before his services were lent to the 
dtate, the Vazir was Deputy Collector of the Nowshahro 
Sub-division, on a salary of Rs. 700, On his appointment 
tothe Vazirship in April, 1894, his salary was augmented to: 
Rs. 1,000 with a permanent Travelling Allowance of Rs, 150 » 
per mnensem. ae 
In December, 1894, he prevailed wpon the ‘reluctant, 
Ruler to recommend that his salary should be enhanced to: 
Rs, 2,000 at a single: bound, exclusive. of the Travelling: 
Allowance. The Govertiment of India ‘sanctioned: only 
Rs, 1,200 salary and a sumptuary allowance of: Rs: 300° 
which with Ks. 160.as ‘travelling Allowance brought up.. 
his emoluments to Re, 1,650, more than twice the amount. 
which only six months before he was drawing in the British 
Territory, In July, 1898, he made another attempt through 


An. Unseerily Hig Highness to have his salary increased'to Rs... 2,000, 


{raportuntty, 


State. His Highness’ conduct in connection with wg 
affords a telling illustration of the overmastering infl 


exclusive ‘of his Travelling Allowance, but before he had: 
received a reply, he got His Highness with indelicate haste 
to reiterate his above recommendation, He again had not 
the patience to wait for an. answer, but his cupidity was fully. 
excited and he worked upon His. Highness to desire. the: 


: sanction of the British Government to confer on him.a.gift: 
‘of the enormous sum of Rs; 75,000,. His Highness,.as a; 
“matter of Polley vreepuimended him. but: wrote .“a' private - 


letter to the Political Agent that such an ‘extravagant: 
donation would be a severe strain on. the -finances of ee 
iggift:: 
ence” 
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of the Vazir over the Ruler, It.also exposes the Vaxir's 


hollow professions of scrupulous economy in dealing with: - 


State money. The irony of this recommendation wos that 
the Ruler was made to quote from the “ Representative Men 
ofthe Bombay Presidency ” in support of the gift* - 


To ensure success, this precious letter was respect- 
fully conveyed to the Political Agent by the Vazir in person, 
instéad of being sent through the ordinary channel, It. is 
well known that His Highness do and his Court not know 
English, and ‘of all things it would require nothing short of 


a miracle for a:work like the “Representative Men of the 


Bombay Presidency” to find its way to the Ruler’s Court, 
'the Political Agent saw through this clumsy device at once, 
and in the prudent exercise of his. care for the welfare of the 
State and in the conscientious discharge of his responsible 
duties as the,Political Advisor of His Highness, courteously 
mentioned to the Ruler that the Vazir was undeserving 
of the gift, as the tenure of his office was too short and his 
services were already liberally. remunerated, Alarmed. at 
this, the Vazir composed anotherhumiliating Jetter in which 
hé makes His Highness falsely assure Government that 
the desire to bestow the above gift was spontaneous and 
not solicited by the Vazir, either directly or indirectly. 

The Vazir was- uneasy and got His Highness’ to sea this 
letter because he had received scent of the private note 
sent by His Highness, . By impudent frauds like this, the 
Vozir aggrondises himself at the expense of the humiliated 
Ruler. a ; 

a = Palohra Laverna, 

Da mihi fallora ; da justum aanctuinque vidert ; 

. Nootem pecontis et fraudibus objice nabem,” 

On: this occasion, he made a - fresh attempt for the 
coveted increase of his salary to Rs, 2,000, But his avarice 
is not easily baulked...He was again at the threshold: of 
Government. He got the Ruler, this time, to recommend 
him for the sanction of the grant of a Jagir in perpetuity. 
His: Highness practised his old.diplomacy. Whilst officie y. 


recommending him for it, he told the Commissioner private. 


ly. that the meagre resources of the State would not permit 


of this: grant, “In these letters, al! mention of the Vazit's 


Travelling Allowance of Rs, 150 per ménsem ia studiously 


avoided, even‘when a mention. of it was vequired, © ‘The 


probable motivefor: this suppression is to conceal from 
Government the real extent of hia émolumenta, . -! 


A quotation, 


The Jagte. 


Desperate Job- 
bery, 


Quoer logic, 
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In February, 1900, he made His Highness again 
recommend him for an increased salary with retrospective 
effect from the Ist of August, 1898. Government sanctioned 
an increase of Ks, 200.only, with effect from 1st April, 1900, 
The Vewir was not satisfied and brought pressure to bear 
upon the unfortunate Ruler to importune the British 
authorities, again and over again, both in writing and 
verbally, to give retrospective ellect to this sanction from 
the Ist of August, 1898. 

His next move was to secure from the British Govern- 
ment land on the Jamrao Canal free of occupancy fee, as 
a special case, In this object he was foiled and he turned 
himself to the State with better success, 


Taking advantage of a favourable opportunity, he ob- 
tained for his son, Gulam Dastagir, a grant of 2,500 acres of 
virgin soil on a nominal occupancy fee and on a very light 
assessment. ‘This land is watered by flow irrigation through~ 
out the year bya perennial canal specially constructed 
with a view to this gift, aba cost of about Rs. 20,000 to 
the State. By this skilful stratagem, the Vazir recouped 
himself richly for his disappointment in the matter of the 
gift of Re, 75,000 and the Jagir, He not only secured his 
promotion buta tract of fertilo land exceeding in value 
the coveted gift. The occupancy fee is fixed at Rs, 3, and 
the permanent assessment at Rs, 2-8 per acre. On this 
triflmg assessment, each acre of the above land at the 
lowest estimate would be worth at least Rs, 40, so that the 
total value of this extravagant grant of land would amount,” , 
to Rs, 1,00,000 or Ra, 25,000 more than the amount of thé: 
gift, he had intrigued for. b 

The lowest income derivable from this land will be’ 
Rs, 25,000 per annum, It may be observed here that the 
Vazir himself charges others an occupancy fee of Rs, 20 
per ecre on land situated on non~perennjal Canals and 
exacts from them the fluctuating Battal and Danabandt 
ranging from Rs, 6 to Rs. 26 per acre, The reasong put 
into the Ruler’s mouth are irritatingly specious and flimsy. 

He makes His Higliness solemnly inform the British 
Authorities that the grant was made because the Vazir's 
son was studying for the Bar in England, and would 
introduce Western methods of agriculture in the State 1"! 

The unblushing effrontery of this plea would lose by, 
comment, The connection between the subileties of Jay, 


95 


and the mandane occupation of the soil is not obvions. 
The son is in the meanwhile enting his dinners in gland 
and the only occidental culture which he has contributed 
from the Inns of Court—these are the’ prosperous cornficlds 
flourishing under the fostering care of his emmently 
political and business-like father | Surely who will doubt 
that there are counsels that darken wisdom ? 


Here «few observations ave necessary on the official 
Murasillas of His Highness. The Murasilla is originally 
drafted and prepared in English under the dircetion of the 
Vazir, He then gets it translated into Persian—also in his 
office—and then the Persian is taken to the Ruler for the 
formality of his seal, This is done in order to make it 
appear that the English is a translation of the Persian 
original emanating from the Ruler. Jixactly the reverse 
is the case. Both of them are prepared in the Vazir’s office 
and the unsuspecting British authorities are duped into 
the belief that the English, with the innocent heading of 
“True Translation” is rendered from the Persian, ‘The 
private notes of IJlis Highness and the pais just 
described, and the conclusive testiinony of the officials will 

rove beyond doubt that the Murasillas connected with the 

aziy’s promotion, gifts, otc. were sent to the British 
authorities ot the instigation of the Vazir himself, the 
Ruler only sealing them. The Vazir is challenged to deny 
whether the letter, for instance, recommending him for a 
gift of Rs. 75,000 was not originally drafted by himself in 
his own hand. This is the unvarnished truth, bnt the 
Vazir has got the audacity to represent that the 
drafts of these Persian Murasillas ave the original and 
autograph compositions of the Ruler. The important ques- 
tion now remains, what has the Vazir done to jualif'y these 
unseemly and importunate demands pon the generosity of 
His Highness? The baseless fabric of the prosperity 
of the State under his administration has heen exposed 
department by department in this appeal, What are tho 
conspicuous blessings or the meritorious services which. this 
loyal and faithful servant has bestowed upon the State to 
entitle him to these munificent gifts and Jagira ? 


The Vazir’s grasping nature becomes all the more 
detestable when it is remembered that it is he who is never 
weary of advising is Highness the resumption of * Jagirs 
held by his relations, This advice is invariably clinched 
With misunderstood quotations from Sir Willima Lee 
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Warner's “ Protected Princes of India.” Are these gifts 
tobe the just rewards for his monumental blunders in 
connection with the Canals ? 

Ts his crue] and merciless oppression of the cultivator, 
whose Hirrowing afllictions know no palliation, to bo con. 
secrated with such a gift—money wrenched from the sweat 
of the down-trodden ryot ? But Brutus is an honourable 
man, 

Will My. Kadirdad be good enough to calculate the 
ri vevenue he would have brought to the State Treasury, 
if he were to grant the tract which he has secured 
for his son on insignificant terms to any other cultivator, 
or if he himself were to pay at the same rate which he 
extorts from others | 
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Elsewhere it has been stated that the »Iinglish 
correspondence of the Vazir is conducted by the Con- 
fidential Secretary. The Vazir’s imperfect knowledge of 
English bas proved occasionally expensive to the State 
when he has attempted to carry it on himself. 


Tn the year 1897, the Vasir thought of acquiring for 
the State a landau. Not knowing the proper term for it 
nor caring to consult others, he wired to a Karachi gentle- 
man to telegraph to London for the purchase of a “ brand- 
new and first-class phaeton at State cost.” This mistake 
svas further bungled in an explanatory letter, in which he  Bus'tsts 
said that he required “a phaeton with two horses”? instead 
of saying a two-horse phaeton. The gentleman telegraphed 
to London accordingly, He subsequently informed the 
Vazir thats groom would be necessary to (ake charge of the 
two hay-horses ordered. This rudely awakened the Vazir, 
and he had to request the above gentleman to wire to Lon- 
don to countermand the order for the horses, 


Along with the carriage an order for harness was also 
sent. When this was purchased in England, the Vazir 
decided not to have it and telegraphed to London accor. 
dingly. The expense of these needless telegrams etc, 
was borne by the State. To revert to the phaeton, 
Jt was eventually purchased from Messrs. Lawrie and 
Marner. It arrived in due course at Khairpur on the Sth 
Janunry, 1898, The case being opened in his presence, 
the bewildered Vazir beheld a vehicle entircly different 
from his own conception of a phaeton, But he would 
not admit that the blunder was his own, “ By phaeton,” 
he wrote to the above gentleman, “I mean a carriage 4 wove denni 
containing four seats besides the box for the coachman or ton. , 
the driver in front.” The vehicle was at once returned to 
the gentleman at Karachi with a request to sell it quietly 
there. This gentleman explained to the Vazir that the 
carriage was a phaeton in the truc sense of the term as 
universally understood throughout the English-speaking 
world, The surprise ofthe gentleman in Jngland through 
whom the carriage was purchasod may be judged” whou 
he was informed that the vehicle forwarded by him was 
not a phaeton as understood by the Vasir, This gentle- 
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man replied in very pointed terms that the conveyance 
sent by him was the phacton as known both to tho trade 
and the public, but the invincible conceit of the Vaair 
claimed to know better, for he again wrote to say that a 
phactorrwas a four-wheeler with abox in front, This white 
elephant was never used, and hag not been able to find a 
purchaser for the last four years, in spite of advertisements 
in the Pioneer and other papers. Messrs, T, Cosser & Co,, 
of Karachi, ave its present custodians, This blunder 
cost the State a loss of Rs, 2,360, to which must be added 
railway charges from Karachi to Khairpur to and fro, 
commission, advertisement, telegraphic and other expenses, 


Ow Evans ann Cenrrirucat Pome. 


Jn 1896 the Vaziy was in Karachi and paid a visit 
to Messrs, Nasscrwanjee’s Soda Water Factory, which 
was being worked by an oil engine, He forthwith 
determined to have a similar engine for the State. Tele- 
gvams were exchanged between him, Karachi and London, 
and the machine was brought out by 8. s. “ Locksley Hall,” 
reaching Khairpur in May, 1896. This small engine 
was intended to perform the Titanic task of flooding the 
largest Shikargah of His Highness, namely, the Mehrana, 
which is notless than 12 square miles in aroa, This 
lunatic scheme—paze Vazir—proved at once a failure, 
The machine was installed amidst rejoicing on the banks 
of tho Mirwah in a building specially orected to receive 
it, The engine was worked—as an expert mechanical 
engineer put it—by ‘persons without any knowledge of 
engines or engine-driving.” He also remarked that such 
machines were not meant for such places as Khairpur. 
Very heavy expenses were incurred to render it workable. 
The most heroic of its offorts was rewarded with a bucket- 
ful of water, This standing ignominy, the target of 
popular ridicule, was removed clandestinely under cover 
of night to Karachi, where it has been lying absolutely 
quiescent, despised by purchasers for the last five years. 
This second white elephant cost the State nearly Rs. 8,000, 


The above Mehrana would yequire a discharge of 
2,000 c. ft, water per second and would take 15 days to be 
flooded. Tow the Vazir intended to accomplish this 
object—that is, to inundate 12 square miles of forest lands 
with «tiny engine, the most valiant exertion of which 
fetched the proverbial handful of water, is a thing which 
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passes comprehension. (Its horse-power was supposed to 
be 24 and its capacity of discharge equivalent to 12 Persian 
wheels—to irrigate 12 square miles!) Theabove twoin- 
stances afford an illustration of the haphazard and impulsive 
way in which the State funds are wasted by reasow of no 
competent advice being taken beforehand. 

These instances have been selected as typical of the 
Vazir’s ignorance and of his constant habit of meddling in 
matters which require professional guidance. ‘the 
exigencies of space do not permit of their being multiplied, another ins 
though another pointed illustration is afforded by the tance 
importation of the 9-pounder guns and their subsequent 
return, 
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INDIGO. 
The Vat a. Tt remains to depict the Vazir in one more cast—of 
Commeralnl ex- . - : i ry o Py ° 
pert, the -commercial expert. The State had in its stores 


considerable quantity of indigo. Im April 1896; ‘the 

Vazir sent samples of it to Messrs. Ralli Bros. for quotation, 

They forwarded .them to London and Paris, Their 

Agents at both these places wrote that the produce was 

of such lower quality than anything they had seen, that-it 

would coma no sie in the Furopean Markets, ‘The 

Vazir then put himself in communication with the well: 

known firm of Messrs. N. Fatehalli and Co., Bombay, 

He promised to make them the Sole’ Agents for the State 

The usual pro if they disposed of the indigo. They requested: him 
nalees, to send them samples of different varieties which. were 
made up at Khairpur and forwarded, Messrs. N. Fatehalli 

quoted their prices and asked the Vazir to send the better 

ponies fst. This task was entrusted to an office 

unshi who despatched 556 maunds and 30 seers on the 

1st of September, 1896. The whole business was’ so 
mismanaged that even ordinary precautions were not 

observed. This large quantity was despatched in gunny 

bags instead of wooden cases, whereby the stuf! was 

exposed to the risk of theft and substitution. anc 


No statement of the weight of . cach bag was given: 

The customary distinguishing marks were not put on. 

the bags to indiente different qualities, if different qualities 

were sent at all, The shipment arrived in. an annssorted 
lumped-up condition, or to use the words of Messrs, 

Fatehalli “ the shipment was all one quality, being a mixture 

of various goods represented by some of the samples,” 

They wrote to the Vazir asking him to inform them of the 

weight of each bag, the quantity of each sort sent, and 

other particulars, All that the Vazir could do was. to 

observe a.studious silence. The firm could’ do nothing 

with this indigo, They pointed out to the Vazir that they 

would be unable to realize a good price for the’ stn and 

enquired of him .on the 25th of September, 1896, if they 

. could negotiate for its sale at Rs. 74 per maund. This 

A profitable. price was in excess of the one (Rs, 67) offered to him at 
selvennesliot, —KChairpur, They also. informed him’ that the English 
‘tnarket: showed no sign of improvement, and if the stuff 

was not. promptly disposed of it would not even fetch that 
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price. They also wired to him that “ London telegraphed 
no chance-of improvement of Khairpur indigo,” and 
required the Vazir’s authority to sell, because waiting 
would dono good. The Vazir telegraphed (27-9-96 
instructions to obtain the best prices for the indigg without 
mentioning anything about the period of credit. On 
receipt of it, with infinite trouble and tact, they closed the 
bargain at Rs. 74 per. maund at’ 11 months’ credit (which 
they say was a month less than the period. of credit gene- 
rally allowed-by the Vazir himself), At Rs. 74, the indigo 
would have fetched Rs. 41,000, When they telegraphed to 
him the sale they had made, he wired back that he could 
not.allow more than six months’ credit and expressed his 
disappointment at the sale, os 


Messrs. Fatehalli then cancelled the sale. . They in- 
formed the Vazir that no one could have done better or even 
as well as they had done for him, and there was no longer 
any chance of getting Rs. 74 per maund, The sequel will 
show how correct they were in their foresight. They 
asked him“ whet he wished them to do with the indigo and 
what his ideas were about prices, so that they may hold the 
stuff for that price.” He simply required them again to do 
their best. But he.had let the golden opportunity slip by. 
He next instructed Messrs. Fatehalli to ship the lot to 
London, where it: was accordingly forwarded, But the 
indigo market was-dull throughout Europe, and the Khoir- 
pur indigo was of a very inferior quality. Even when 
indigo was steady, so wrote the London agent, there was 
not a single bid for the Khairpur figs. The Vaziv grew 
impatient,’ He blamed Messrs. Fatehalli for the delay ; he 


intimidated. their relation, Dy. B. Lukmani,. the Chief 


Medical Officer in the State, 


Messrs, Fatehalli then wrote to the Vazir as follows :—~ 
2-11-97, 


“ We have heard “you have become oy oa over 
‘this. shipment’ and. are not quite sure shout the safety of 
your money. Such a oan as this does not suit us, and 
we therefore make the following proposals to you :—- > 
“T.To sell the shipment at such price as it will 
fetch immediately ; : ; 
“IL, You should correspond directly with the holders 
of the shipment without further instructions on our part; 


Captionsiess, 
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“TO, That you transfer the shipment from the present 
holders te others in London, If you don’t agree to II, and 
TIL. proposals you must please agree to I, as we don’twish 
you to trouble others on our account, We have so far given 
you all detailed information about the shipment. . . , 


“You took the first false step in not allowing us to 
sollat the very handsome price we had offered, and now 
when we are looking alter your interests and awaiting a 
favourable opportunity, you again wish to force our hands 
by compelling us to sell in a dull market, Such a position 
is not at all an agreeable one for us, and we must be 
relieved from it.” 


“As to the quality of indigo, we don’t know how 
you could, as you say, firmly and truly believe the stuff sent 
to ‘be of the same quality as the samples, when you know 
that the samples sont represented various different qualities 
assorted, Sid the shipmont was all one quality, being a 
mixture of various goods represented by some of the 
samples, ” (22-11-97), 

The Vazir now became more amenable to reason, He 
knew, as well as Measrs. Fatchalli, that it was he who was 
to blame for the miscarriage of this whole business, and 
that no one could do better than they. He therefore did not 
accopt any of Messts, Fatchalli’s three proposals mentioned 
above, but wrote to them in a mosb conciliatory tone, 

raciously asking them “to act in this matter as if the 
indigo belonged to them,” (80-11-97). 


Messrs. Tatchalli, from time to time, kept the Vazir 
informed of the position of the English market, 
But his impatience could not brook delay. In July 
1898; he desived them to inquire from London b 
telegram what price the Khairpur indigo would fetch 
if sold immediately, They replied (12-7-98) that such 
a sale would be a forced and ruinous one, because no 
one in London caved to touch Khairpur indigo, which 
tyould not fetch more than 9d. per lb, The next day 
they communicated to him fresh information received 
in Bombay by wire that there was a further decline, 
and that the Khairpur indigo would obtain 7d. per Ib. In 
spite of this, the Vazir telegraphed to them (19-7-98) to 
instruct by wire their London Agonts to sell at once the 
whole State indigo, At 7d. he would havo renlised about 
Rs, 30 per maund, that is, less than half of Ra, 74— 


. 
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the bargain which he had wantonly thrown away. 
Messrs. Fatehalli, who had taken stock of their customer, 
saved the State from this disastrous loss. They told the 
Vazir that as merchants they could not advise such a sale, 
But the Vazir’s self-opinionaledness is invincible. On 
20th September, 1898, he sent them his ‘final instructions ” 
and peremptorily required them to wire at State cost to 
their London Agents to get the whole State indigo sold 
at the next October sales. Mossrs, Fatchalli showed more 
. zeal for the interest of the State than the impatient Vazir. 
They wrote that if the goods were forced on the market 
the results would be disastrous to the State and suggested 
that they would sell as much as possible if the market was 
strong. He did not now insist on his “ final instructions.” 
Subsequently the Vazir ordered them to sell even at 9d. per 
Ib, Messrs. Fatehalli declined to perpetrate this folly. The 
following is an extract from their letter (7-10-98) :—- 

“We are sorry that without knowing the position of A wollmortted 
the English market you wish to have the sale made accord. f"k% 
ing to your own ideas and sacrifice the interests of the State.” 

They likewise quote the opinion of their London 
Agent :—“Tf 10d, is realised instead of 12d, it will mean a 
deficiency of £240 on 50 chests. (The whole lot consisted 
of 160 chests). Weshould not have been willing to accept 
any such figure ourselves after holding so long for a 
recovery in the market, but your instructions are explicit,’ 

Messrs, Fatehalli then add:—“ You will seo how 
our friends write, even at the prospect of selling 50 
chests instead of the whole lot. Wo cannot do more, as 
our friends have a reputation to maintain in the maitor 
and cannot act in a way which will cast ridicule on them.” 

Tn October, 1898, they wired to the Vasir that a 
Bombay merchant offered 9d. for the whole lot, loss freight 
and London charges, and inquired if they could sell the 
indigo at that rate, He declined this offer, although on a 
former occasion he was saved -from selling it at 7d, and Inconsistent, 
then at 9d. Atthis Messrs. Fatehalli wrote thus to this 
commercial expert: :— 

“We are glad you appreciate the endeavours of 
our London Agents now. e sale of 9d. which we were 
in treaty for was merely a forced sale and made simply to 
prove to you that we could get your limit of 9d. at any 
time and that we were holding the stuf! in the hopes of 
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realising a better price. We are glad that you have come 
to a decision in the interest of the State in this matter,” 
The Vazir would do well to inwardly digest the 
valuable lesson which Mesavs, Fatehalli read to him in the 
last lines, Finally, according to the Vazir’s instructions, 
the whole indigo was sold in 1899, thus :— 
11 chests = 2,939lbs. @ 104d. per lb, 
50 chests =13,755lbs. @ 104d. per lb. 
2 chests = 558lbs, @ 15.4. per Ib. 
97 chests =26,7ddlbs. @ 11d. per lb. 
The total amount for which the Rs, 
above was sold was ... ate sae 80,]01-1-6 
Deduct the charges payable for 
the prolonged warchousing of Indigo 
in London, freight ete, sae ae wo 18,280-18.6 
Balance... ae 16,870~4.0 
Local sales in Bombay of 8} bags ws 270-0-0 


Total amount realised by the State in 1899, 17,140-4-0 


Amount realizable in 1896 @ Rs. 74 per 
maund (sale cancelled by the Vazir) ... ver 49,144-0-0 
Deduct amount actually realised = ave 17,140-4-0 


Loss to the State ae nee se 24,008-12-0 


The indigo episode illustrates very pointedly the 
losses which the Vazir has brought upon the State by 
meddling in things of which he has no knowledge. The 
whole business was conducted recklessly and in the face 
of expert advice. Tho State was a loser to the extent 
of Ra, 24,000 exclusive of telegraphic and other charges 
The splendid opportunity of selling it at Rs, 74 was lost” 
through the Vazir's captious objection to the period of 
credit—11 months. 

His vacillating impatience was punished by the 
indigo ‘remaining withont sale for four years, In this 
ruinous trausaction there is another illustration of his 
conceited confidence in his all-sufficiency. The Vazir 
who in self-glorifying language recounts to His Highness 
pr little incident reflecling credit ou himself, has been 
culpably ailent as regards the heavy losses brought on the 
State by his own meddlesome conceit, 
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A CARPET MANUFACTORY. 


An enterprising individual, Mir Mahomed Pir 
Mahomed, started, in 1899, a carpet manufactory at 
Khairpur. It was a venture which in this backward State 
spoke well for the courage of the man. No local demand 
existed for his carpets, nor was he kuown to big trading 
firms to be entrusted with orders. His means were 
limited but he struggled on and, by dint of perseverance, 
succeeded in putting his manufactory on a firm footing. 
He brought weavers from Amritsar ‘and employed local 
children with a view to initiate them in carpet-meking, 
He had the satisfaction of seeing that the industry wns 
beginning to thrive, Beautiful carpets were being turned 
out, spacimens of which were presented to the Commis- 
sioner-in-Sind end the Political Agent and were nich 
appreciated by, them, ‘The manufactory promised to have 
a bright future before it, Mr. Kadivdad Khan sought 
a share in the credit which such an enterprise Was sure to 
bring. A little before His Excellency Lord Northeote's 
visit to the State in 1900 he, swo motu, sanctioned to him 
Rs. 50 per mensem, This was done to make it appear to 
the authorities that this useful factory was flowvishing under 
his patronage He had no hand in starling it; indeed, he 
disparaged the industry when it was commenced. Gradually 
he thought of having it in his own hands, In the begin. 
ning of 1901, the Vazir deputed the manufacturer, the 
Manager of the K hairpur Technical School, and the drawing 
master, to Amritsar and Lahore to study carpot manufactur- 
ing. The manufacturer had showu his reluctance to go there. 
There were no defects in his manufactory which required 
to be corrected. Tho concealed object of this mission 
was that the manager of the Technical School might know 
through Mir Mahome! Pir Mahomed where wool and other 
material could be obtained cheaply, so that when tho 
State came to have a manufactory of its own it would 
not be at a loss whence to supply its requirements, 
Two days after their vcturn to Khairpur, My. Kadirdad 
proposed to Pir Mahomed to take over his manufactory, 
paying the actual cost of the material on hand, and to give 

im Bs, 5y per month to manage the concern, His plen for 
the attempted spaliation was that the proprietor was unable 
to engage all the looms. The manager had already 
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inereased the umber of boys from 25 to 51 according 
to the increased demand for the carpets, He therefore 
protested, saying that it was a private enterprise and that 
he would employ as many looms as thore was demand 
‘A Menbanaea 00 the carpets; that the State could not force him to 
proceeding. increase ‘his looms when there was no market for the out- 
turn, If the plea of the Vasir for the State interference 
was that he made him a grant of Rs. 50, he replied that 
he had never applied for it nor cared to have it in the 
futnve. The Vazir abused him. <A few days afterwards 
& Bunnia turned up in tha State Courts and filed a suit 
against the above proprictor, A decree was passed and in 
a short time his factory was attached in execution, The 
carpet manufactory was taken over by the Vavzir on the 
round that it was not lisble to attachment by reason of 
the so-called subsidy of Rs, 50 1 I | 
The Vazir has stepped now into the shoes of the ruined 
manufacturer and is carrying on the business with the 
establishment trained by him. ‘The poor man, who was 
Aruined man, # respectable and enterprising trader, a dyer, etc, was 
ruined by this coup d'etat when he was just beginning 
to reap the fruits of his labour, He has now lefi, the Stato, 
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THE RULER AND THE VAZIR. 


From the very outset of his administration, Jhe Vazir 
did not commend himself to His Highness. This fact is 
matter of common knowledge. The simple and noble- 
hearted Ruler was entirely misled by the Vazix's gushing 
protestations of loyalty, and his misgivings were entirely 
overcome when the Vazir, learning of His Highness’ 
reluctance to accept him, waited on Shs Tlighness under 
the pretext of a visit of condolence and afterwards in a 
private interview sanctimoniously took a solemn oath on the 
Koran vowing undying fidelity to him, his family and the 
State. 


To give full effect to the wishes of the British govern- 
ment and as the Vazir asked to be invested with full powers 
in order to bring about the introduction of liberal reforms, 
His Highness, the Ruler, soon conferred upon him completo 
administrative powers, The result of the Ruler’s confi- 
dence in him has proved the bitterest of his many trials 
and compelled him to engage in undignified correspondence 
in order to effect his removal, 


The insincerity of the Vazir’s protestations left no 
room for doubt as soon as his position was once secured, 
The history of his Administration since has been one of 
humiliations to His Highness, who out of a loyal deference 
ta the Paramount Power has comported himself with 
great forbearance. 


The Vazir is the de fueto ruler of the State, and he 
is careful both by his conduct and in his utterances to 
accentuate the fact that he is the real master. In the 
presence of his officials, and even strangers, he spenks of his 
Highness with pointed disrespect and indulges in ver 
opprobrious language when referring to him. ‘lo lower his 

restige he exhibits to the public communications of 
overnment to His Highness’ address, intorpreting 
them as official rebukes. He even exhibits to his 
relations confidential commmunications of Government 
addressed to the Ruler. The Ruler throughout, has 
behaved with commendable forbearance, and rarely inter- 
fered to assert his will, Latterly, the Vazir's open 
disrespect to His Highness has become intolerable. In 
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March, 1901, he addressed 2 public mecting of Zamindars 
at Tehri and delivered himself in terms of insulting 
invective against His Mighuoss, 


The following is a synopsis of this odious and disloy: 
speech:—=* You all shonld join together and petition ‘me 
against His Highness and I will at once take steps to get 
him removed Tasik the Gadi, I can have him deposed, 
Thate him, [am not his servant. He is put on tho 
Gadi on the condition that L should bo the Vazir and that 
he should follow my advice. Ile is nothing. I don’t foar 
hin at all, Let all these officials present here go and 
report this to His Lighness, I don’t cave for it, You 
uve no tongue or courage. Go and make the petition and 
finally come to me.” 


Two days later, al another stage of the same tour, 
when inforu ed that His Highness’ Camp was near, he is 
reported to have said: 

“T hate to go to him, I would rather go to the 
cannon's mouth,” and he indulged in expressions which 
would be offensive to public decency to reproduce, 


The fear of compromising his dignit prevents the 
Ruler from tuking effective action to nie insolence like 
this. Yet the Vazir has the brazen hardihood to inform 
the British Anuthovities, nay, assure them that cordinl 
relations prevail between His Iliglmess and himself, and 
indced that he is always solivitous for the dignity of his 
position, These lying assurances are too painful for farther 
observation. But this is not the worst, The life of the 
Ruler has been cmbittered by his relentless persecntion of 
his relations, of which his devoted son Mir Ahmed Ali and 
Mir Goolum Hussein Khan have been the principal victims, 


The Ruler'’s family presents the aspect of # house 
divided against itself. This whappy condition of strifa 
amongst the Mirs has been fomented hy the Vazir's 
intrigue aided by the machinations of his too willing 
creatures at Kote, captained by Farzandali, the Naib Vaziv, 
Apart from the morul offect of these unfriendly relations, 
His Llighness is deprived of tho concerted advice and 
co-operation of the Mirs, who formed an advisory council 
so long as unanimity prevailed. This has been a distinct 
in to the Vazir in the usurpation of dictatorial power, 
he Vazir introduced the thin end of his policy of divide 
et regna, when, in order to revenge himself upon Mir Ahmed 
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Ali for his indignant denunciation of the retention of the 
services of the corrupt Khanchand and the immoral 
support of Moran, he took upon himself q the officions 
advocicy of the claims of the rival Mir, This denunciation 
and the condemnation of the Vazir's lavish wasterof public 
money for his own privaic purposes have been the head 
and fant of the offending of the persecuted Mirs, The 
obverse of the shield is unfortunately not before the British 
Government and the nebula of suspicion and intrigue 
created by the Vazir will not be finally dissipated until 
the facts are ascertained by an independent and impartial 
inquiry. 

The Vazir’s implacable vindictiveness was atthe bottom 
of the chimerical plot to poison him with which he charged Bogus plote. 
the late Mir Gulam Husscin, as also of a similar concoction 
against Mir Ahmed Ali Khan, which he industriously pro- 
pagates as having reported to the British Authorities, The 
manifest object of this declaration is to intimidate His 
Highness and the Mirs from preferring complaints against 
him, 

In 1897 the Vazir exploded upon the Political Agent 
the sensation of an infornal conspiracy against bis own 
life. This tragical event was embodied in a voluminous 
and circumstantial report, heralded a3 usual by a tedious 
enumeration of his services and incidents indicating his 
reluctant acceptance ofthe post of Vazir. Indced the annoy- 
ing rehearsal of these services in every considerable report 
of the Vazir excites the suspicion that these eulogistic 
communications are composed with the thinly veiled 
parpore of preserving ever green the record of his sorvice, 

o return to the plot itself, the less said of it the better, 
The incredulous authorities informed him with morciless 
brevity that his charges were insupportable, The alloged 
conspiracy and plot cannot be condoned even on the 
charitable hypothesis that it was the product of an alarmed 
imagination, But the writer will not withhold from the 
Vazir the praise of having evolved o plausible story by 
dove-tailing harmless incidents, 

The Vozir himself did not genuinely believe in the 
alleged attempt, The bolt was discharged in the expeot- ,Groundlaa 
ation that it would rouse a lot of animus and displeasure ““™"t™ 
against Mir Gulam Hussein Khan and His Highness’ 
sons, whose uncompromising integrity and devotion to His, 
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Wighness' interests proved nn impediment to the Vazir in 
the prosecution of his designs, This unfounded accusation, 
whilst damaging the prestige and character of the Mirs in 
the eyes of the British Government, would also have the 
flattering effect of impressing the latter that he was 
excouting his mission ata great sncrifica, nay, at the very 
hazard of his life, Tt would, morcover, fill the State people 
with an overawing sense of his power, The prosaic fact 
of the matter is that the Vasir's life has never been 
threatened and—be his tyranny never go intolerable, such 
is the patience of this people inured to suflering—never 
will be. 


This was a serious accusation to one against a mem~ 
ber of the ruling dynasty, all the more deplorable because 
it was preferred without a shred of reliable evidence. The 
deceased Mir was subjectad to the indignity of having his 
toshakana scarched at night by the Policounder the Vazir's 
arbitvary orders, His faithful and respectable servants 
were imprisoned. ‘The whole of the preliminary inquir 
wns characterized by high-handed proceedings and indigni- 
ties. This insulting accusation so keenly wounded the 
family honour of all the Mirs by humiliating them in the 
esteem of the poople and the Hyderabad Mirs, that Mir 
Gulom Iussein Khan (His Highness’ nephew and son-in- 
law) and Mir Imam Bux Khan (Tis [lighness’ son) quitted 
the State with their families and lived in voluntary exile in 
British Territory. 


The British authoritics directed the Vasir as au expi- 
ation for his recklessness to proceed to their exile to solicit 
them to return to the State. 


It is a matter of common knowledge that the story of 
the alleged plot was put together by the Vazir in combine- 
tion with his protéods. The egrcgious inferences he draws 
from his “ suspicious facts” disclose his legal acumen and 
perception, and his fitnoss for the de facto Chief Justiceship 
of the State, Even death, which brings a trace to all 
enmities, did not extinguish the Vazir's vindictiveness, 
Mir Gulam Hussein died on ihe Ist of September 1900. 
The Vasir visited his revenge upon his helpless widows 
and orphans by* asking His Highness to resume his 
Jagirs on the ground of State expediency, which was con- 
veniently forgotten when he induced His Highness to 
yecommond himself for a Yagir and also, at the time of -his 
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successful intrigue in obtaining the grant of vast Innds for 
his son Gulam Dastagiry, In this posthumous revenge, it 
is reprettable to observe he succeeded, 


This briefsketch would be imperfect without a descrip- rho Rulor’s 
tion of the precautions by which the Vazir has isolated isolation 


the Ruler. The cordon of spies and of surveillance is so 
very perfect thatgthe minutest incidents at the Court are 
promptly reported to the Vazir. At the head of these 
spies is Farzendali, the present Naib Vazir, who is the imme- 
diate link between His Highness and himself. This appoint- 
ment as stated before is invariably conferred on some yenal 
creature of the Vazir, His principal duty is to maintain 
strict watch over His Highness and to get the Murasillas 
and other documents prepared in the Wazir’s office sealed 
by the Ruler. This constant espionage deprives His 
Highness of freedom of action and in consequence it becomes 
very difficult for him to hold confidential communications 
with the British authorities without the same being 
immediately betrayed to the Vazir. This, however, is only 
the fringe of their serviceablencss, 


To pass over other capacities in which they serve the 
Vazir, the writer will give only one instance how the adroit 
Khatansingh worked upon the confiding simplicity of the 
Ruler, On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Her 
late Majesty, the Queen-Empress, [lis Highness forwarded 
through the Government of Bombay the usual complimentary 
address. Her Majesty sent a gracious acknowledgment, 
which was duly received in the Vazir's office. He hada 
translation of i prepared, and entrusted Khatansingh with 
the important mission of laying it before His Highness, 


This presentation was followed by « ceremonious assurance 


to the unsophisticated Ruler that the Vazir had exalted him 
so highly in the esteem of the Throne that the Queen, who 
had refused andience to his late father, now voluntaril 
Agigned to send her greetings to him even to his capital, 
Hex Majesty’s appreciation was due, Khatansingh gravel 
informed him, to the admirable way in which the Vazir with 

reat skill had drafted the address, ( Shade of Mr. 'T. G. 

orrea, M, A., hearitnot!) Khatansingh hastened to in- 
form his patron, with great glee, how he had deluded the 
Ruler by his successful imposture. This incident places in 
bold relief the simplicity of the Ruler and the scheming 
cknavery of the Vazir’s tools, 
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The Naib-Vavir is officially supposed to conduct the 
correspondence of the Ruler, Of the three Naih- Vag 
who heve held this appointment one was quite ignorant of 
English, the second was iterate, and the third has only a 
superficint smattering of it, The Vazir’s offtco and ‘al 
the public departments are located at Khairpor, Tis High 
ness vosides permanently ab Kolo Defi, {6 miles distant 
from it, But the Vazir has not allowed Uix Tlighness to 
provide himself with a separate staff, ‘Fhe result of this 
studious omission is that Wis Wighness is necosswily depon- 
dent upon the Vazir for the official correspondence, speci+ 
ally for the translation and conyposition of his Kuglish 
correspondence, The custom that an Euglish wanslatiot 
raust_ accompany the Persian original also precludeg 
Ilis Highness from holding independent communicatiot, 
with the higher British authorities, 

The want of a qualified adviser is peal y folt by His 
Tlighnoss in the matter of judicial and other pains in 
respect of which he is the ultimate appellate authority, In 
the absence of a competent and independent establishment 
to guide him in tho ee of these, the injustice perpe- 
trvted in the lower courts and other departments 
not only remains unredressed, but very often in tho popu- 
lar estimation the namo of the Ruler gets associated with 
those who have originally perpetrated the wrong, 

Tn the face of these unvarnished (acts, could the truth 
be more outvagcously handled than by the persistent and 
false professions of the Vazir that parfecl accord prevails 
hotween the Ruler and himself ? The unihnited andacit 
of the Vazir has disarmed the suspicion of the British 
Government regarding the very humiliating posture of 
affairs in the State. ‘The Political Agent ix dependent 
for his information upon the YVazir, and in dedantt of 
means to correct the systematic perversion of facts, it is a 
matter for regrot that tho impression he has artfully 
created vomains unrectified, Perhaps nowhere in the 
annals of Native Rule could an instance be cited where 
the Ruler has been reduced to such a state of iron 
subordination by the oxercise of sheer intimidation occa- 
sionally alternated with intrigue, «To quote an_ instance 
of the tactics employed to effect this purpose, The Vazir 
sends to His Highness translations of carefully selected 
extracts rdgarding the deposition of Princes and the 
cuhancoment of the powers of Ministers, The commendable 
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fear of His Highness that a disruption with his Vazir might 
be misinterpreted by the Government has prevented him 
from shaking off the tyranny of his ungrateful Minister, 
But the Ruler must be acquitied of all censure. IIe has 
placed his grievances before the British Government and the 
inauspicious circumstance that they have not been redressed 
is inexplicable otherwise than on the supposition that it has 
been misguided by the fluent plausibility of the Vazir. The 
profound discontent causcd by the Vazir’s proceedings 
could only be realised by an independent enquiry. Mean- 
while, the Ruler is the idol of popular affection, and his 
devoted subjects sympathise with him deeply in his embit- 
terment, ascribing all to an overmastering destiny. They 
recognise his helplessness to remedy their wants without a 
cordial co-operation from the Vazir, and if their fechle prayer 
uttered herein excites the generous indignation ofthe British 
nation, the many trials and difficulties which the writer has 
experienced in collecting his materials and placing this 
indictment at the bar of the uncrring tribunal of the public 
will be amply rewarded. 


This popularity, 
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THE VAZIR’S CHARACTER. 





The character of the Vazir is a composite of opposite 
clements. He is a master of oriental duplicit and art. 
fulness, >There is in him that intrepidity at character 
which is admired in the European, Tis career has been 
a chequered one, end by constant association with English- 
men and natives of high and low degree, he has familiarized 
himself with the arts thet please the one and overawe the 
other. Towards the native, no matier how high his 
position, even towards the Mirs, he is haughty and 
overbearing, Towards the Englishman, be his station 
ever so low, his deportment is marked by adulation and 
even servility. The causes of his success have been partly 
inttigue and partly domination. Disrespectful and even 
insolent towards His Ilighnoss and his family, occasions 
have not been wanting when to secure the favour of a 
visiting officer ot an Huropean official, he has volunteered 
his services in the meanest offices. His artfulness, his 
intrigue and his domineering have brought him to his 
present power and it is by their skilful employment that he 
now succeeds in hoodwinking the British authorities and 
in terrorizing remonstrance against his despotism, One 
salient feature of his character is his overweening confidence 
in himself, His present appointment, he declares, is, 
forsooth, too mean for his great intelligence, Prosuming 
upon this vainglorious estimate of his own ability he 
sought the Ministership of Bhopal, Baroda, and even 
Hyderabad—indeed, he aspires to the Premiership of 
Afghanistan itself, Nor is his ambition an honourable 
one, acting from noble impulses and lofty sentiments. It 
ig intensely selfish and characterized by the meanest 
avarice of money and power. His ca ein is the main- 
spring of his services, which are measured by the amount of 
prospective advantagt’to. himself, Tho State has proved 
a veritable Zl Dorado to tim and he has taken abundant 
advantage of his opportunities. The enhancement of’ his 
salary did not satisfy him, When his intrigue to secure 
the gift of Rs. 75,000 and then of a Jagir in pérpetuit 
was Foiled by the provident solicitude of the British- 
authoritiesfor the nascent revenues of the State, he had 
his greed gratified by the grant of vast lands to his son, 

His centralized power has been tho source of untold 
mischief to the State. He absolutely controls every branch 
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of State Servite, Medicine, Setence, Law, Technical 
Instruction, Canal Engineering, Commerce, and even 
Architecture all come within his comprehensive genius, 
To-day he will dictate a judgment on a knotty point 
of Civil Jurisprudence of which he confessedly 
knows nothing, and before its ink is dry hurry 
off instructions to the Chief Medical Officer as to how 
a particular operation is to be performed or chronic 
dysentery cured. The Vazir, who will pay fulsome court 
to a fonrth-rate TEnropean, makes the high officials 
of His Highness’ Service crouch under his autho- 
rity. The slightest departure from the official obsequious- 
ness enforced by him is liable to be punished with sum- 
mary dismissal, or his displeasure may take another form. 
It may be the vindictive degradation of a loyal friend of 
His Highness or the unrelenting persecution of devoted  Vindiotivoncss, 
Mirs ; or worse, it may be defiance,disrespect and insult to 

His Highness himself, either by a studied neglect to observe 

the accustomed courtesies due to an Oriental prince, or an 

impudent libel on His Highness in a public utterance, 

All this is carefully rmeska from the British official by 
consummate trickery and dissimulation. His woll-feigned 

deference towards them disarms suspicion regarding the 

true depth of his inwardness, The circumstantial falsehood — pystmutntion, 
of his reports, the mischievous plausibility of his figures 

and statistics, the audacious misstatements of the ryot’s 

condition and prosperity, his hypocritical professions of 

his cordial relations with His ‘Highness, carefully bols- 

tered up by his self-composed eulogistic references to 

his own services in the Administration and other 
reporis~~these are some of the aspects of hig policy 

of dissimulation, which, by successfully disguising the 

veal condition of things in Kheirpm, has ogused 

irreparable loss to His Highnogs aud his subjects, und 

secured io him the unmerited goodwill of the British 

authorities. This dissimulation pervades his whole 

character. It runs through his whole Administration. 

He will pour the vilest abuse on His Highness in 

the Stete and profess the warmest loyalty to hin 

before British officials, He will denounce the National he Nattonal 
Congress in talking of it to an Englishman, but be- Congres, 
laud the movement in talking te a native—nay, sup: 

port it by subscribing at State cost to its accredited 

organ, “ India,” 
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Idle himself he vainly absorbs the credit of all 
clever and successful work done in the State. Thus 
he attempted to misappropriate the praise of the Carpet 
Manulactory by offering the proprietor a Stato subsidy 
of Rs. 30 a month ; and in the Administration Reports 
attributes to himsclf the successful design of Mr, 
Latif? Khan to convert the Sathio into a perennial 
canal, IIis  mendacity is even worse than his dis- 
simulation, Frequent instances of this repulsive habit 
have been already recorded, The unmitigated false- 
hoods connected with Mir Gulam ITussein Khan’s case 
are only rivalled. by the fraudulent deputation of 
Mehomed Husscin Khan to the Paris Ixhibition, 
His selfishness is supreme. The overworked officials of the 
State are denied the benefit even of their holidays, 
not to speak of other privileges conceded to 
them: -in British Territory. The “Vazir himself is 
above all law and official discipline, He regularly 
has his holidays and trips, sometimes even with- 
out obtaining formal leave of His Highness, When 
his son was at Lahore studying in the Aitchison 
Chiefs’ College with the Young Mirs, the Vazir ordered 
the Tutor and Guardian of the latter to send him 
daily telegrams at State expense regarding their 
health, including his son’s, IlLis solicilude for the 
health of the Mirs was pure hypocrisy, as will 
appear from the following circunstances. When his 
son first joined school, he required these telegrams 
to be despatched daily ; they were reduced to twice a 
week when his son became accustomed to the place 
and were entirely put a stop to when his son was 
withdrawn from the institution. Tf his son happened 
to be troubled with the slightest indisposition, the Vazir 
had recourse to the artful device of directing the 
Guardian to wire daily the young Mirs’ health, thus obtain- 
ing telegraphic reports of his son daily at, State 
expense, He used also to pay visits to Lahore at 
Siale cost on the pretoxt of seeing the young Mire, 
ete, These visits ceased on the depariure of his son 
from the College. 


Tis other frauds and official immorality have 
already been set forth in the foregoing pages, The 
vindictiveness of the Vazir is well illustrated by his 
attitude towards the widows and orphans of the 
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late Mir Gulam Hussein Khan. To revenge himself for his 
failure in connection with the plot which he attributed 
to him, he advised His Iighness to resume the 
Jagir of the deceased in which he succeeded. 


Such is the man who holds the reins of power ‘To eur ups 
at Khairpur. But it would be unfair to omit the 
silver lining to this cloud of indolence, incompetence 
and scandal. Indeed, such an omission would involve 
undeserved censure upon those who selected the Vazir 
for the commendable mission of piloting the State from an 
antiquated régime to the promised land of a State governed 
upon British models and British ideals, That the Vazir 
had done good work is obvious from the selection itself, 
and the position which he occupied before his services 
were transferred to the State. The qualities now disclosed 
by his character were kept im restraint by the inexorable 
system of check and counterchecks, of tpanserng officers, 
and division of labour and responsibility characteristic of 
British Service. With his advent to the State this official 
bit was removed,and the Vazir found himself exalted from 
a position where his official acts were subjected to close 
superintendence to an office with an unlimited authority 
and an environment of complete irresponsibility. The 
sequel strongly corroborates the inevitable shortcomings of Gonerat Chosey. 
what General Chesney aptly describes as the patriarchal 
system of government, where there are no inspecting heads 
of departments and but few rules to regulate procedure. 

This irresponsibility has seduced him to centralise 
his power, which has created a despotism pregnant with 
fatal consequences to the best interests of good govem- 
ment, aggravated by reason of the inertness and the 
advanced age of the Vazir, his intellectual mediocrity and 
defects of character, 
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CONCLUSION AND TIE CUALLENGE, 





Throughout tho preparation of this appeal the writer's 
mind hag been grievously disiracted, whether it would not 
have been better for him to place this lengthy muster of 
scandalous incidents before Government in the form of a 
memorial. It was only after long and careful deliberation, 
he decided that his object would be more effectively 
achieved by addressing this appeal to the bar of public 
opinion, {n this resolution he was strengthened by the 
consideration that the British Government, having regard 
to the scope of the writer’s purpose, could not reasonably 
take umbrage at his having not couched his appeal in the 
form of a petition, The writer has been actuated by the 
desire that this compilation should find as wide an audience 
as possible, This object would have been frusivated by 
the presentation of a memorial. Very few memorials 
indeed find: their way to the public, They enter the 
snysterious portals of the Government Secretariat where, 
after disposal, they are consigned to the inexorable.oblivion, 
of its dusty archives, They remain a sealed secret for 
ever, Butthere is an even more serious disadvantage. 
The protection afforded to 1 memorial prevents the pmty 
aggrieved from taking action to vindicate his honour, and 
consequently malice—if any--obtaina an impunity against 
what is a privileged but cowardly dofamation. The 
writer has adopted a middle course, His prime desire is 
to appeal to Government to visit appropriatoly its in- 
dignation upon the author of the scandal described in this 
brochure, At the same time, he here throws the gauntlet 
to the Vazir to gainsay before a British Tribunal the 
charges which, tho writer trusts, he has preferred against 
him with straightforward directness, But in doing s0, 
he will express a compendious apology to the persons 
whose names had to be introduced to complete this 
indictment against the Vazir, Scandals like these are 
unfortunately the result of the benevolent aloofness of the 
British Government in refraining from a too frequent, 
interferéncé with the affairs of Native States. It is as: 


‘well that the perpetrators are occasionally brought befores 


the public eye, so that their exposure might inspire a 
wholesome fear and prevent their repetition fy a deterrent. 
publicity. The corrective virtue of the public press is 
proverbial, The writer here makes an appeal to that great 
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champion of justice and consor of public morals to confer 
on this humble effortol his aa greata publicity as may be 
in its power. Its co-operation he confidently expccls, 
mowing the insufficiency of his solitary voice Lo realise the 
purpose which he has set before himself. Loyd Curzon yond gurson's 
sounded a genuine warning, when he said that the Native waming, 
States must understand that they do not hold a divine 
commission to govern wrongly. This: weighty warning is 
not exactly applicable to the present Sinte, because the 
misgovernment denounced herein has been engendered by 
the vicious ambition of an officer lent by the British 
Government, Even such must be made to fecl thet the 
British Government will not tolerate misconduct dero- 
gatory to its own dignily. Such unchartered exercise of 
wrong calls for the gravest. punishment that the British 
Government can inflict. The Vazir by his scandalous 
misdeeds has sullied the august prestige of British justice 
and British integrity, aud British honour could not be 
better vindicated than by making a public example of the 
grievous offender, The Va ir has uot only tarnished the 
splendid traditions of the British service, but has also 
given just cause for mistrust regarding the generous 
spirit which prompts the British Govermmont to lend its 
officers to Native States for their better administration, 
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes, Thisis the attitude in 
which these loans are apt to be regarded, an impression 
which unhappily mnst be perpetuated by the existence of 
such sheep in the official fold, 


One word more, and the writer will have done, This 
work has been composed with the utmost care, and nothing 
admitted into it but what was warranted by anxious 
investigation and scrutiny, In an indictment of the 
prosent dimensions it may be that exaggerated expressions 
have creptin, These shortcomings are inseparable from the 
insufficiency of human speech and human judgment. But 
as regards the main facts and charges of this arraignment, 
the writer is prepared to stand his trial and prove his 
statomanta with an even greator fulness of detail than the ry, Challenge. 
restricted limits of his work permitte] him, an‘ as a test 
that he has thronghout been actuated by good faith he 
again calls upon the Vazir to prosecute him in a British 
Jourt of law, This is the writer's challenge. 








